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Introduction

THE WRITERS AT WORK SERIES

The Writers at Work series takes beginning to high intermediate-level

writing students through a process approach to writing. The series isintended
primarily for adults whose first language is not English, but it may also prove
effective for younger writers or for native speakers of English who are
developing their competence as independent writers in English.

Writers at Work: From Sentence to Paragraph prepares beginning to high
beginning students to write grammatically accurate, topic-related sentences
as the basis for an introduction to paragraph writing.

Writers at Work: The Paragraph prepares high beginning to low intermediate
students to write well-developed paragraphs using a variety of
organization types.

Writers at Work: The Short Composition prepares low intermediate to
intermediate-level students to put together several paragraphs to write
well-constructed and well-edited short compositions.

Writers at Work: The Essay prepares intermediate to high intermediate
students to write fully-developed essays with an introduction, body
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Upon completion of this book, students will
be ready for more advanced-level academic writing courses.

The approach

Competence in writing comes from knowing how to write as much as from
knowing what to write. That is why the Writers at Work books are organized
around the process of writing. They teach students about the writing
process and then guide them to use it as they write. We believe that once
students understand how to use the writing process in writing paragraphs,
short compositions, and essays they will gain the confidence they need to
advance to higher level academic writing tasks.

In teaching writing to lower level students, there is always the danger of
sacrificing creativity in order to achieve accuracy, or vice versa. The Writers
at Work books guide students through the writing process in such a way
that their final pieces of writing are not only expressive and rich in content,
but also clear and accurate.
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ABOUT WRITERS AT WORK: THE ESSAY

Chapter structure

Each chapter is divided into the following five parts:

| Getting Started

Students are stimulated to think about the topic of the chapter. They
read and analyze a sample essay, select a topic for their own writing,
and begin the process of generating ideas.

Il Preparing the First Draft

Students organize, plan, and write their first draft. They study language
structures that are likely to occur in the type of essay featured in the
chapter.

Il Revising Your Writing

In this section, students analyze specific parts of an essay, practice new
writing skills, and apply what they learn to the revision of their first

draft. Working in pairs, students offer each other feedback before they
revise.

IV Editing Your Writing

Students are introduced to selected aspects of grammar and mechanics.
They edit their writing for accurate grammar and for more sophisticated
ways to use vocabulary and structure before producing their final draft.

V Following Up

Students share their writing with one another. Finally, they fill out
a self-assessment form, which allows them to track their progress as
writers throughout the course.

Key features

® The book begins with an introductory chapter that reviews the basic
elements of an essay, including format, thesis statements, topic sentences,
main ideas and supporting details, conclusions, and titles. This section
lays the foundation for the chapters that follow.

e The six chapters of the book present common organizational patterns
and types of writing used in formal essay writing. All of the activities and
exercises in a chapter relate to the pattern or type of writing. In this way,
students are able to apply what they learn in their own writing.

xii Writers at Work: The Essay



e The final chapter prepares students to write timed essays such as they
might encounter in classroom situations, in writing examinations, or
when they apply to college or graduate school.

® The book uses examples of student writing, including complete sample
essays, sample paragraphs, and isolated sentences. These have been
chosen for their representative nature and their engaging content. The
activities in the book guide students through analysis, revision, and
editing of these writing samples as models for their own writing.

¢ The book encourages students to make the connection between thinking
and writing. It structures activities that force students to think logically
and openly as they focus their writing. The activities enable students to
explore the relationship between ideas and the effort of expressing them.

¢ Collaborative tasks and peer feedback activities in the text make learning
to write an enjoyable and stimulating activity. Through interaction with
other readers and their ideas, writers see the impact of their writing and
the interplay of writers’ and readers’ thoughts.

Introduction xiii
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