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Unit One

Technology Impact

“Technology is a useful servant but a dangerous
master.”’
— Christian Lous Lange
“It has become appallingly obvious that our
technology has exceeded our humanity.”

- — Albert Einstein
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m Reading in Depth

In this part, you are going to read two passages. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice according to

the information given in the passage.

Passage A

Time taken: minutes

Online Security

As technology changes and millions of people have access to the Internet, the
possibility of Internet crime grows. Crime may occur in the form of fraud', identity
theft and online stalking®. Parents should be aware that children are vulnerable’ to

online predators4 that may use the Internet to lure children into inappropriate” chat



rooms or in-person meetings. There are ways to protect yourself and your family from
becoming a victim of Internet crime.

Install anti-spyware® and anti-virus’ software. Spyware is hidden programs that
run on your computer. They monitor what you are doing on line without you realizing
it. It can lead to identity theft. Anti-spyware helps prevent spyware from being used.
Also install antivirus software to prevent your computer from being infected with a
virus.

Turn on your firewall. This helps prevent hackers® from getting information
such as passwords’ to bank accounts and other information they could use to steal
funds or steal your identity.

Monitor the websites your children go to. Put your computer in a location where
you can keep an eye on what they are doing on line. Use software that blocks
children from going to inappropriate websites. Set rules and limits for Internet use.

Talk with your children about online predators. Teach children not to engage in
online chats with adults and never to give out their address to someone they meet on
line. Warn them never to meet someone in person they meet on line. Tell children to
talk to you about anything that happens inappropriate to them online.

Go to the FBI website to learn about Internet scams'’. They keep the public
informed about current scams that may be circulating' on line. They also have
information on how to avoid online identity theft and investment fraud.

Use secured websites when purchasing items on line and giving credit card
numbers. Be wary of solicitations'* for donations. Check out charities before giving

money. (318 words)
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. What does “lure” (Line 4, Para. 1) mean?

A) Invite. B) Force.

C) Attract. D) Defend.

How should spyware be defined?

A) It can secretly keep track on your on-line actions.

B) It is the external program.

C) It is critical and useful to your computer.

D) It can not be controlled at present.

You can monitor the websites your children go to through the following ways

EXCEPT

A) using software to prevent them from going to inappropriate websites

B) setting rules and limits for Internet use

C) putting the computer in a location where you can keep an eye on

D) hiding all your passwords to bank accounts

What can you get from the FBI website?

A) Pictures of the online criminals.

B) Personal information about the criminals.

C) Latest news about the national security.

D) Current frauds that may be circulating on line.

Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?

A) You should use secured websites when shopping on line.

B) You can go to the FBI website to get the latest information about current
online scams.

C) You should leave all your personal information on the websites.

D) You should turn on your firewall when using the computer.

1. fraud n VEBH 7. anti-virus  adj. SOREE
2.stalk v CHE¥EE) BREE, HIAY 8. hacker n. HB%

3. vulnerable adj. %52 E N 9.password n. 14, %4
4. predator  n. s 10. scam v, VF

5. inappropriate adj. ASGriEM 11. circulate v. #ifk, &4
6. anti-spyware  n. e [A[IEFRAF 12. solicitation n. B3k, if:Kk




Passage B

Time taken: _ minutes

Online Education

A recent report examined the comparative research on online versus traditional
classroom teaching from 1996 to 2008. Over the 12-year span, the report found 99
studies in which there were quantitative’ comparisons of online and classroom
performance for the same courses. The analysis of the Department of Education
found that, on average, students doing some or all of the courses on line would rank
in the 59th percentile’ in tested performance, compared with the average classroom
student scoring in the 50th percentile.

Until fairly recently, online education amounted to® little more than electronic®
versions of the old-line correspondence courses®. That has really changed with
arrival of web-based video, instant messaging and collaboration® tools.

The real promise of online education, experts say, is providing learning
experiences that are more tailored’ to individual students than is possible in
classrooms. That enables more “learning by doing,” which many students find more
engaging and useful.

The biggest near-term growth, Mr. Regier predicts, will be in continuing
education programmes. Today, Arizona State has 5,000 students in its continuing
education programmes, both through in-person classes and online. In three to five
years, he estimates®, that number could triple’, with nearly all the growth coming on
line.
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But Mr. Regier also thinks online education will continue to make further
inroads'’ in transforming'' college campuses as well. Universities— and many
K-12 schools —now widely use online learning management systems, like
Blackboard or the open-source Moodle. But that i1s mostly for posting assignments,
reading lists, and class schedules and hosting some web discussion boards.

Mr. Regier sees things evolving fairly rapidly, accelerated'? by the increasing
use of social networking technology. “More and more, students will help and teach
each other,” he said. “For example, it will be assumed that college students know the
basics of calculus®, and the classroom time will focus on applying the math to
real-world problems — perhaps in exploring the physics of climate change or
modeling trends in stock prices.” he said.

“The technology will be used to create learning communities among students in
new ways,” Mr. Regier said. “People are correct when they say online education will
take things out of the classroom. But they are wrong, I think, when they assume it
will make learning an independent, personal activity. Learning has to occur in a

community.” (382 words)

6. What can be concluded from the first paragraph?
A) Online learning is the only way to improve students’ performance in tests.
B) Classroom learning can be replaced completely by online learning.
C) Students benefit more from online learning than from classroom learning.
D) Even with the help of online learning, some students still fail the exams.
7. What makes online education different from classroom education?
A) Online education can provide courses suited to various special needs.
B) There are as many materials available in online education as in
conventional one.
C) Students taking online education are much more competitive in their
future career.
D) Students can take online courses at home instead of going to school.
8. What does Mr. Regier say about continuing education programmes?
A) The development in continuing education programmes will peak in
several years.
B) They will witness great growth in online education in the coming few
years.
C) They will surpass universities in the enrollment in the following three to
five years.

D) There are 5,000 students taking the programs on line in Arizona State.



9.  Which of the following is true about online education according to Mr. Regier?
A) In online education, there is no need for cooperation among students any
more.
B) Online education will make students less dependent on their teachers.
C) Online education leads to less and less face-to-face communication.

D) Learning communities will be available in online education.

10. What is the writer’s attitude towards online education?
A) Bitter. B) Ironic.
C) Objective. D) Subjective.

Word Bank

1. quantitative adj. Eh[), SALH, & RPER 8. estimate v fhiil

2.percentile n. MM (HO 9.triple v H{FE —ff
3.amountto AT, HitA 10. inroad n. HERE

4. electronic  adj. 111 11. transform v, 538, ¥4
5. correspondence course  E{ 7 Y 12. accelerate  v. Jf

6. collaboration n. &f1E, WME 13. calculus  n. DA%

7. tailored adj. T A B

m Banked Cloze

In this part, there is one passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one

word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage.

Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the
bank is identified by a letter.

lime taken: __minutes
Memory Glasses

It seems you always forget your reading glasses when you are rushing to work,
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your coat when you are going to the cleaners, your credit card when you are
shopping...

Such absent-mindedness may be |) to you; now British and German
scientists are developing memory glasses that record everything the 2)
sees.

The glasses can play back memories later to help the wearer remember things
they have forgotten such as where they left their keys. And the glasses also 3)
the user to “label” items so that information can be used later on. The wearer could
walk around an office or a factory identifying certain 4) by pointing at
them. Objects indicated are then given a 5) label on a screen inside the

glasses that the user then fills in.

It could be used in ) plants by mechanics looking to identify machine
parts or by electricians wiring] a’y) device.
A spokesman for the project said: “A car mechanic for ) could find at

a glance where a part on a certain car
model is so that it can be identified

and repaired. For the motorist the

system could 9) accident
black spots or dangers on the road. ”
In other cases the glasses could

be worn by people going on a
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guided tour, 10) points of

interest or by people looking at

\ panoramas’ where all the sites could

'y | £ be identified. (232 words)

‘ A allow 1) items K ) white

| I3) instance (3 indicating |_) annoying
) blank H) highlight M) successful

i 1)) industrial [) user N) articles

| i) frustrating J) complicated () simple

Word Bank

1. wire v. ¥k, B4 2.panorama n. 25E%&




