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The Sorrows of the King, a collage of cut and painted
paper, 1952.

* (EEMES) , HEAHEREAOMEE, LT 1952 F.
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INTRODUCTION
518

enri Matisse (1869-1954) is considered to be one of the greatest

and most inventive artists of the twentieth century. For a time, he

was at the forefront of a group of artists known as the “Fauves”
whose paintings were renowned for their bold and unusual use of color.
Matisse worked hard to achieve the sense of movement and simplicity of
design for which his paintings, sculptures, and book illustrations became
famous. Even in old age, Matisse created some of his most imaginative
works using sheets of cut paper. This book explores Matisse’s development,
from his discovery of painting and his training in Paris to his final years
in the south of France. His techniques are also discussed, and you can try
some of them for yourself.
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Below you can see how the book is organized.
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Discovering ART

EMEAR

As a young man. Matisse trained to be a lawyer. It was only at
the age of 20, when he was recovering from appendicitis, that he
realized that the pastime of painting was to become his passion
in life. In 1891, Matisse abandoned his career in law, and went
to study painting and drawing in Paris (above), the art capital of
the world.

FRAEHE, DFEATRE T H—2EIPAYERIZ . B1E 20 Z 8R4,
SN—BREXTEER, tRRILEX—HEARBCHEEME.
1891 &, SHHME FHCHRINEE, XHFRERZEH——BEE (£
) FEHEFEE.

enri Matisse was born on December

AN ORDINARY 31, 1869, at his grandfather’s house in
¢ Cateau-Cambresis, a small town In

CHILDHOOD Le C Cambresi Il '

ERENZIERTL northern France. His father was a grain merchant

and his mother was a hatmaker. At the age of
17, Matisse studied law in Paris, returning to his

hometown, Bohain, to work as a lawyer’s clerk.
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He found the work dull, and to relieve the boredom he took art classes. In
1890, when he was confined to bed by illness, his mother gave him a set of

paints. For the first time, Matisse took painting seriously.
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Still Life after de Heem’s Dessert, 1893, a skillful
copy of a work by seventeenth century artist.
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LEARNING
THE TRADE

F1E

Bk gnfh—E5t. EFE K, DE T IR IA R

Once bitten by the demon of painting,”
‘ ‘ he later wrote, I never wanted to give
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In 1891, against his father’s wishes, Matisse
headed for Paris to begin his artistic training.
Failing to secure a place at the prestigious Ecole
des Beaux-Arts, he went instead to the Academie
Julian. Here he met the painter Albert Marquet,
who became a lifelong friend. The Academie was
run by a respected artist name Adolphe-William
Bouguereau. Although Matisse appreciated learning
the tradition skills of drawing from Bouguereau, he

felt restricted by his old-fashioned approach.
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Here Matisse shows
his interest in filling his
composition with strong

shapes. At the start of ] .
his career, he copied the ,D Woman Reading, 1894, was one of the

techniques of early French first of Matisse’s works to be exhibited.

and Dutch painters. Later, (=ML A), LF 1894 &, ASFEH
he filled his paintings BRAFEGEHAERZ—.

with brighter colors, and

he used dark colors for

outlines only.
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At the age of 23, Matisse
decided to join the more lively
studio run by Gustave Moreau,
a well-known painter. Moreau
encouraged Matisse to copy the
work of the Old Masters in the

great museums of Paris.
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STiLL LIFE

aRE

A still life is a painting of everyday
objects. Choose your subject —
a bowl of fruit, perhaps — and
decide how you want to arrange
it. Do you want to include any
background material to add to the
image — perhaps a brightly colored
tablecloth? Study the composition,
looking carefully at the texture,
shape, and color of your objects.
You could experiment with

different styles. One version could
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be a detailed and realistic portrayal
of the objects; another could be
more abstract, conveying their

shapes and colors.
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A Stvee OF His Owv
PMARIE

At the age of 25, Matisse was at last accepted by the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts. Soon after, he got married and had three young
children to support. To make ends meet, he worked as a decorator
and his wife, Amélie, worked as a milliner, making hats. Matisse's
own paintings were influenced by the Impressionists particularly in

the way that he used light in his work.

ED%55HF 25 SH0F, R TFTELTEEEAF . FAZE, hET
IBHBE="FL. ATHESFFRENFTHE, b7 —RRRE, MERIE
FIRMURT —REMIEFNILE. SFEEFHERZEIRIRAIEN, 7T
HRUEEFRTRICERZEA L.

atisse was a serious young man

AYounGg FAMILY with a neatly trimmed beard and
FRMH—= glasses. In 1898 he married Amélie
Parayre, who adopted his four-year-old daughter,

Marguerite, born to his former girlfriend Caroline

Joblaud. Matisse and Amélie honeymooned in

- i —
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E’ In Dinner Table, 1897, Matisse focuses on the effect of light.
* (MmER), £F 1897 F, SBITFEXIMRL.
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London, returning to France via Corsica. By 1900 they had two sons, Jean
and Pierre. After Gustave Moreau’s death in 1898, Matisse set up his own

studio. But still eager to learn, he took a course in sculpture.
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atisse studied the work of
other modern artists, exploring
their techniques and styles

. to see how they suited his own ideas. He

greatly admired the Post-Impressionist
Paul Cézanne, who broke landscapes up
into slabs of color. Matisse even sold his
wedding ring to buy Cézanne’s painting,
The Three Bathers.
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