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Unit1 College Life
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interpersonal relationship A PrC &
like-minded people GHRHIHZ A
Student Union 244>

major in LA+l

enroll on a course  PEIf

adjust to/adapt oneself to i i ===+

develop/establish friendship A& J#& / &7 A1

take advantage of FI| ]

budget one’s hours  ZHERE A (1 H:F i)

stay up late  ZX% Ve

keep in touch with 5+ ---fRFFIK R :
participate in/get involved in social activities 25141 5l
smooth the transition from ... to ...  AGILE M -ee oo T oo oo (RS Y]
dispel feelings of isolation and loneliness i AU Al 5 %
onone’s own 375

a3

Well begun is half done.

Every beginning is hard.

On the one hand ..., on the other hand ...
The more ..., the more ...

Chances are that ...

... can be both a blessing and a curse.

A good place to start with is ...

It is natural for sb. to do sth.

)
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Maria: Oh, hi Dave. Long time no see!
Dave:  Hi Maria. I was in the neighborhood, so I thought I'd drop by.

Maria: Come on in. Take a seat. Would you like anything to drink? I have Sprite or

orange juice.

Dave: Sprite would be fine. Uh, so, how have you been?




Maria: Oh, not bad. And you?

Dave: Oh, I'm doing okay, but school has been really hectic these days, and I haven’t
had time to relax.

Maria: By the way, what’s your major anyway?

Hotel management.

ia: Well, what do you want to do once you graduate?

Uh...I haven’t decided for sure, but I think I’d like to work for a hotel or travel

agency in this area. How about you?

Maria: Well, when I first started college, 1 wanted to major in French, but I realized I
might have a hard time finding a job using the language, so I changed majors
to computer science. [Oh] With the right skills, landing a job in the computer
industry shouldn’t be as difficult.

Dave: So, do you have a part-time job to support yourself through school?

Maria: Well, fortunately for me, I received a four-year academic scholarship [ Wow]

-
-

that paid for all of my tuition and books.
Dave: Wow. That’s great.
Maria: Yeah. How about you? Are you working your way through school?
Dave: Yeah. | work three times a week at a restaurant near campus.
Maria: Oh. What do you do there?
Dave: I'm a cook.
Maria: How do you like your job?
Dave: It’s okay. The other workers are friendly, and the pay isn’t bad.

Topic One What do you think the life with roommates is like?
Tips:

e Live together

e Keep one’s company

e Establish interpersonal relationship

Sample Answer
Many college students including me don’t have any experience of living with
others before we enter university unless you come from boarding schools. That




means we will most likely need to adapt to life with roommates. The very idea of
living together with others freaks us out, because it means less or even no private
space. However, in my eyes, having roommates is actually a great benefit in college.
Obviously, the first few weeks of college can be a lonely time—we are in a new place
with new surroundings. A roommate can keep our company and help us adapt better to
college life. We never fight alone. We have someone to go to the dining hall, explore the
campus, and share our social network with. In addition, with a roommate we can share
the costs of college life. For example, we can split groceries, additional furnishings, and
other costs. However, undoubtedly it’s a great challenge for us to establish interpersonal
relationship in this way. Before we enter university, we have spent most of our time
learning those required subjects. Nobody has even taught us how to communicate with
others, coordinate and compromise to establish friendship. In this case, my suggestion
is that we should learn to respect others and keep the line of communication open. At
the same time, we should be ready to learn through trials and errors.

Topic Two People attend college for a great variety of reasons. What are the

major ones in your opinion?

Tips:

e A college or university is a place where one can gain new knowledge and become
valuable to the society.

e A bachelor’s degree is the prerequisite for a graduate.

e Teaching faculty and resources are available at college.
Universities help students in achieving their goals by preparing them for their
future career.

e At college, they can learn how to arrange their own time reasonably.

e Studying in college enables them to have opportunities to interact with others from
different backgrounds and learn how to cooperate with them.

m . EAMAIT

Motion: College students should live on campus rather than off campus.
Hints for Arguments
e Getting to know how to deal with different people

e Meeting more people and making more friends




Being more involved in campus activities

Saving one from a trip to and from school every day so as to save time and money
Enjoying companionship from one’s roommates

Feeling much safer
Hints for Counter—arguments bt
Eliminating potential conflicts with room-mates el
No need to coordinate with others’ living habits and compromise

Enjoying complete freedom of space and privacy
No need to follow the rules in the residence halls
More convenient to do shopping




Unit 2 Friends
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life-long friends Z&4: Al A2

share one’s sorrows M A AYED
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be considerate of sb. to do sth. & £t f--+ -

be loyal to others X {thy A i

like-minded people ARG A

turn to sb. i) = AR Hf

hurt one’s feeling 15 5 A (/84

close friends #f /& "2

offer help whenever needed 45 K441

count onsb.  fKFEHR-A

be ready to give a helping hand “< T-Hj A

free one’s mind from worries i 5 A S 5%
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I am extremely similar to ...

.. would be of great help to ...

.. does not fade/change as time goes by.

.. is one of the basic bonds between human beings.
... 1s a case in point.

... bears a resemblance to ...
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Morning.

Oh, hi there!

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Peter Brown and this is my
sister, Tina.

Sam: Nice to meet you. My name is Sam Smith. Did you just move in next door?

Tina:  Yes, we did. Have you lived here long?

Sam: Me? I guess so. I've lived here for about 8 years by now. Have you lived in
Texas very long?

Peter: No. Not really. When we left Canada and came to America we lived with a
cousin in Dallas for 2 years. Where do you work, Sam?

Sam: I teach mathematics at Willow Springs community college. What do you do?

Peter: 1am a mechanic at Allied Diesel. I repair truck engines.
Sam: What about you, Tina?




Tina: I am anurse’s assistant at Whitfield County hospital.

Sam: Well, Peter and Tina, it was good to meet you. [ have to go now. I’'m teaching a
class this evening and I need to get to the college.

Peter: It was good to meet you, too, Sam.

Tina: Yes, it was good to meet you.

Sam: See you around!

= BPAEIRF

Topic One Making friends with those who are different or who are similar
Tips:

e Common interests

e Differences in characters, hobbies, etc.

e Attitude towards friendship

Sample Answer

Have friends who are similar or different? It is a question. Some people think
having friends whose characters, hobbies and social background are similar to theirs can
be very advantageous. Maybe they are fond of collecting stamps, then what a pleasure
it is to have a friend with the same taste, and to get to exchange the little “treasures”
with him! Or maybe they are interested in playing tennis then how wonderful it is to
compete with their friend, who is a well-matched tennis partner, on the green court.
Similar friends are easy to get along with, for there is always something that both of
them are familiar with. Because of the similarities, their friends can see something in
them, and understand them well.

Of course, no matter how similar they are, friends have differences. They prefer
different kinds of food, clothes, music, books, ete. They even look different. However,
it can be also fun to learn from their various life experiences, because life doesn’t look

exactly the same for every person and you have the chance to live once only. Of course
it can be very chﬁllenging to strive to gain a better understanding through developing
friendships with those unlike us. No matter how different they are, as friends, they have
at least one similarity: the sincerity towards friendship.




Topic Two What qualities should your friends have?

Honesty—It can keep a friendship real and gain trust from your friends.
Forgiveness—It is the basic trait to maintain long-term friendship.
Understanding—It can help people get along well with others.

Loyalty—Real loyalty is being accepting the person, not necessarily of certain
actions your friends might take.

v R B

Motion: College students should have as many friends as possible.
Hints for Arguments

Enriching your knowledge and experiences
Getting more help when you are in difficulty
Getting to know how to deal with different people
Having companionship

Having a colorful life

Hints for Counter—arguments

Time-consuming to establish and maintain friendships

Distracting you from your work and study

More likely to be affected by them in a negative way

Having conflicts or even fights as a result of misunderstanding among your friends

with great differences




