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Unit One History of World Architecture
HRIENE

@ Warming-up

Task 1: Match the English expressions with their corresponding equivalents.

1. the Sphinx A. TAFEL A

2. Erechtheion B. 1Y R
3. Parthenon C. KBz x

4. Church of Duomo D. KE

5. Arch of Constantine E. {F 5 v S5 #i

6. Basilica of the Fourteen Holy Helpers F. Wi & A4

7. the Crystal Palace G. K22 KF

8. CASA MILa H. A T HLiEl ]

Task 2: Match the pictures with the above famous architectures in Task 1.




Text A A Brief Introduction to the Evolution of
World Architecture
5% 2# A R E A

Early Architecture

Beginning with the first uses of brick and stone and ending with the completion of the great
pyramids and colossal Sphinx, Ancient Egypt was home to some of the most influential
architecture in history. The Nile Valley has been home to many of the richest civilizations in art,
architecture, and design for at least ten thousand years, and this innovation began with a simple
problem: a lack of wood'".

The Egyptians were one of the first societies to seize upon the durability of bricks in
construction, and their architectural monuments have endured thousands of years to become
models of ancient architecture even in modern times". Because of this durability, some of the most
famous buildings in history were to come from the Nile Valley in Egypt.

Greek and Roman Architecture

As western society began to bloom and develop, architecture took on new life in the designs
of the Greeks. One of the most powerful civilizations rising up in Europe, the Greek architects
created history with their flair for order, design, and beauty"”. The first standards of beauty, or the
ideal proportions, were also Greek inventions; and every society following would imitate these
ideals.

Two Greek architectural orders developed more or less concurrently. The Doric order
predominated on the mainland and in the western colonies. The ITonic order originated in the
cities on the islands and coasts of Asia Minor.

Rome would be the most major society to follow in Greek footsteps, creating some of the
most famous buildings in the history of the world after the Grecian style. Rome became a
powerful, well-organized empire, marked by great engineering works, roads, canals, bridges and
aqueducts. Two Roman inventions allowed for greater architectural flexibility: the dome and the
groin. The Romans also introduced the commemorative, Triumphal Arch and the colosseum,
stadium.

Renaissance Architecture

Beginning in Italy in about 1400 A.D., Renaissance brought a revival of the principles and
styles of ancient Greek and Roman architecture, it spreaded to the rest of Europe during the next
150 years. Perhaps architecture made its greatest leaps during the Renaissance. Harmonious form,
mathematical proportion and artistic style combined to leave us such innovations as the stained

glass window, the Gothic cathedral, the towering spire, and of course the octagonal dome'.

L 2 .



Baroque and Rococo Architecture

After the Renaissance period, the architects of the era started to get bored with the symmetry
and some old forms they had been using for the last 200 years. The most distinct shape of the
Baroque style is the use of the oval. It appeared in many churches and was very characteristics of
the time.

Rococo was the last phase of Baroque in France. It was a light-hearted, decorative style
invented to suit the people of Paris. One of the main characteristic of the Rococo style was rooms
that were meant to have music played in them.

The Industrial Architecture

The Industrial Revolution, which began in England in about 1760, brought a flood of new
building materials, for example, cast iron, steel and glass'”. Late 18th century designers and
patrons turned towards the original Greek and Roman prototypes. In the 19th century, English
architect Sir Joseph Paxton created the Crystal Palace (1850—1851) in London, a vast
exhibition hall which foreshadowed industrialized buildings and the widespread use of cast iron
and steel.

Modern Architecture

At the beginning of the 20th century, some designers refused to work in borrowed styles.
Spanish architect Antoni Gaudi was the most original.

Between about 1965 and 1980, architects and critics began to support postmodernism.
Although postmodernism is not a cohesive movement based on a distinct set of principles, in
general postmodernists value individuality, intimacy, complexity, and occasionally humor.

By the early 1980s, postmodernism had become the dominant trend in American architecture

and an important phenomenon in Europe as well.

New Words
colossal [ka'losl] adj. BRI, FEKM . empire ['empaia(r)] ». 47 [, 47 E+
Sphinx [sfinks] n. [#] JiEr A\ canal [ka'nzel] n. &
innovation [ ina'veifn] n. M, AlET aqueduct ['aekwidakt] n. J¥FE, 5lKIE
durability [ djvara'bilati] n. Wi AP, FFALME flexibility [ fleksa'bilati] n. #HLZhME, RiFHEE
bloom [blu:m] n. fc ey, #4E dome [davm] n. [& )2 T
flair [flea(r)] n. K¥¢, K4 . groin [gram] n. 3 X4k
proportion [pra'pa:fn] n. kb, H3 commemorative [ka'memarativ] adj. 4%
imitate ["imiteit] ve. fiffi, Bk 1, ik

predominate [pri'dominert] vi. ¢ 3 Fd 14 . colosseum [ kola'si;am] n. 43, S}



principle {'prinsapl] ». JEW, JBE, #EH

HEd ]
cathedral [ka'Bi:dral] n. KZ4E
spire ['spaia(r)] n. 342, 22T
octagonal [ok'taeganl] adj. J\iIE
symmetry ['simatri] n. XFR, XFHFRFE
oval ['auvl] adj. #RITEH
decorative [ dekarativ] adj. 241

Phrases & Expressions

seize upon FfH
takeon 2, HA
rise up Y4k

Proper Names

The Doric order 4537 7 i 3
The lonic order % B Jg A
Renaissance [ri'neisns] X 2.8 %
Gothic ['goBik] HFEF

Baroque [ba'rok] [ 753

_;TNotes on Text

. patron ['peitran] n. BB N, FEIA
harmonious [ha:'maovnias] adj. IR, fl

prototype ['prautataip] n. J§iAl, 4EJE

foreshadow [fa:'[eedaw] vi. fiis, FiJk

. postmodernism [ pavst'modanizam] n. J5EE

REX

cohesive [kau hi:siv] adj. RN, B%

4

intimacy [ intimasi] n. 385, &L

| Triumphal Arch HLjiE"]
. mathematical proportion %{2# .
. castiron #%k

. Rococo [ra'kaukau] A ]z
. Joseph Paxton (1803—1865) #ZJEEK - 5

i

Crystal Palace KiHE
. Antoni Gaudi (1852—1926) AR Je- il

[1] The Nile Valley has been home to many of the richest civilizations in art, architecture, and

design for at least ten thousand years, and this innovation began with a simple problem: a lack of wood.

REBEZED—AEE, —BEE
fé’]ﬁ'ﬁﬁi’]f;’f MMEENEREE: ROARE.

2R, B,

WP XN ECRREE, XT3

[2] The Egyptians were one of the first societies to seize upon the durability of bricks in

construction, and their architectural monuments have endured thousands of years to become

i models of ancient architecture even in modern times.

B RAZRFEFAZATHNEEBRNRHRE —

MR FFEhEHRBRAETE.

o 4 e

, AINBRAERLEHTE, #2



[3] As western society began to bloom and develop, architecture took on new life in the I
designs of the Greeks. One of the most powerful civilizations rising up in Europe, the Greek :
architects created history with their flair for order, design, and beauty. \

| BEAAHSNERNAR, FRANERRIT2IFAET. — DR ARAISCAAER
MrERE, FREFRAEEMOEZIEN. IHNEFHFENA £, ERRLEET
TR |

[4] Harmonious form, mathematical proportion and artistic style combined to leave us such

innovations as the stained glass window, the Gothic cathedral, the towering spire, and of course the I
- octagonal dome. |
FEHISNE . BRI S. ENRBESE—E, LRNBARBFZAFHF

fh, N EEER. FEARE. SBENART, HAEE/\ATNE.

[5] The Industrial Revolution, which began in England in about 1760, brought a flood of new

building materials, for example, cast iron, steel and glass. I

1760 TEEM TV E GRS HNEFMELRII LR, thindsk, NA%E. |

C’\Exercises

I. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. What is the main reason for the architectural innovation of the Nile Valley?

2. What are the main marks of Roman as a powerful, well-organized empire?

3. Why did Renaissance bring a revival of ancient Greek and Roman architecture?

4. What foreshadows industrialized buildings and the widespread use of cast iron and steel?

5. When did postmodernism become the dominant trend in American architecture?

II . Match the English words with their Chinese equivalents.

1. innovation A Lk, R

2. aqueduct B. J5iHY, AfEIE

3. dome C. &2 X Ht

4. groin D. J5ih, J5EE

5. colosseum E. /\ilJEy

6. principle E. XFFR, XFrE
7. octagonal G. VR, 5IKE
8. symmetry H. ety L8
9. prototype 1o, Al

10. proportion T, (5] = T



IT. Read the following passage and fill in the blanks with the words given in the box.

predominant  erected limestone fertilizer reserved

molds subsidiary harden granite inaccessible

Due to the scarcity (.= ) of wood, the two building materials used in ancient
Egypt were sun-baked mud brick and stone, mainly , but also sandstone and
in considerable quantities. From the Old Kingdom onward, stone was generally for

tombs and temples, while bricks were used even for royal palaces, fortresses (#:%E) | the walls
of temple precincts ([N#) and towns, and for buildings in temple complexes.

Ancient Egyptian houses were made out of mud collected from the Nile River. It was placed
in and left to dry in the hot sun to for use in construction.

Many Egyptian towns have disappeared because they were situated near the cultivated area of
the Nile Valley and were flooded as the river bed slowly rose during the millennia (— T-4F) | or
the mud bricks of which they were built were used by peasants as . Others are

, new buildings having been on ancient ones. Fortunately, the dry, hot
climate of Egypt preserved some mud brick structures. Also, many temples and tombs have
survived because they were built on high ground unaffected by the Nile flood and were constructed

of stone.

IV. Translate the following English into Chinese or Chinese into English.

1. the Nile Valley 6. 27 ikt
2. Renaissance Architecture 7. B vk
3. building material 8. "
4. mathematical proportion 9. Ja B = X
5. Triumphal Arch 10. 5%

Text B New Seven Wonders of the World
-&% dd %—bk% ﬁ?’

Inspired by the Seven Wonders of Ancient World, an unofficial Organization decides to
crown seven new world wonders among the candidates. July 7th, 2007 the new seven world wonders
were nominated in Lisbon, Portugal. Gloriously crowned, the following were chosen as the New Seven
Wonders of the World from among the 21 candidates by the people all over the world.

o« 6 o



The Great Wall, China (220 B.C., 1368 A.D.—
1644 A.D.)

The Great Wall of China was built to link existing
fortifications into a united defense system and better
keep invading Mongol tribes out of China''. It is the
largest man-made monument ever to have been built and

it is disputed that it is the only one visible from space.

Many thousands of people must have given their lives to
) ) ) . Fig.1-1 The Great Wall, China
build this colossal construction (Fig.1-1) .

Petra, Jordan (9 B.C.—40 A.D.)

On the edge of the Arabian Desert, Petra was the
glittering capital of the Nabataean empire of King Aretas
IV (9 B.C. to 40 A.D.) . Masters of water technology,
the Nabataecans provided their city with great tunnel
constructions and water chambers. A theater, modeled

on Greek-Roman prototypes, had space for an audience

of 4,000. Today, the Palace Tombs of Petra, with the
42-meter-high Hellenistic temple facade on the El-Deir
Monastery, are impressive examples of Middle Eastern
culture” (Fig.1-2) .

The Roman Colloseum, Italy (70 A.D.—82 A.D.)

This great amphitheater in the centre of Rome was
built to give favors to successful legionnaires and to
celebrate the glory of the Roman Empire. Its design

concept still stands to this very day, and virtually every

modern sports stadium some 2,000 years later still bears
the irresistible imprint of the Colosseum’s original Fig.1-3 The Roman Colloseum, Italy
design"”’. Today, through films and history books, we are
even more aware of the cruel fights and games that took
place in this arena, all for the joy of the spectators
(Fig.1-3) .

Machu Picchu, Peru (1460 A.D.—1470 A.D.)

[n the 15th century, the Incan Emperor Pachacutec
built a city in the clouds on the mountain known as

Machu Picchu (“Old Mountain™) (Fig.1-4) . This

extraordinary settlement lies halfway up the Andes Fig.1-4 Machu Picchu, Peru



Plateau, deep in the Amazon jungle and above the Urubamba River'. It was probably

abandoned by the Incas because of a smallpox outbreak and, after the Spanish defeated the

Incan Empire, the city remained “lost” for over three centuries. It was rediscovered by Hiram
Bingham in 1911.

Fig.1-6 The Taj Mahal, India

Fig.1-7 Christ Redeemer, Brazil

Chichén Itza, Mexico (Before 800 A.D.)

Chichén Itza, the most famous Mayan temple city,
served as the political and economic center of the
Mayan civilization. Its various structures—the Pyramid of
Kukulkan, the Temple of Chac Mool, the Hall of the
Thousand Pillars, and the Playing Field of the
Prisoners—can still be seen today and are demonstrative
of an extraordinary commitment to architectural space
and composition”. The pyramid itself was the last, and
arguably the greatest, of all Mayan temples (Fig.1-5) .

The Taj Mahal, India (About 1631 A.D.—
1653 A.D.)

This immense mausoleum was built on the orders
of Shah Jahan, the fifth Muslim Mogul emperor, to
honor the memory of his beloved late wife. Built out of
white marble and standing in formally laid-out walled
gardens, the Taj Mahal is regarded as the most perfect
jewel of Muslim art in India'®. The emperor was
consequently jailed and, it is said, could then only see
the Taj Mahal out of his small cell window (Fig.1-6) .

Christ Redeemer, Brazil (1931 A.D.)

This statue of Jesus stands some 38 meters tall,
atop the Corcovado Mountain overlooking Rio de
Janeiro. Designed by Brazilian Heitor da Silva Costa
and created by French sculptor Paul Landowski, it is
one of the world’s best-known monuments. The statue
took five years to construct and was inaugurated on
October 12, 1931. It has become a symbol of the city
and of the warmth of the Brazilian people, who receive

visitors with open arms (Fig.1-7) .



New Words

inspire [In'spaia(r)] vr. 5%, b

candidate ['keendidat] n. &%, fEiEA

fortification [ fa:tifi'keifn] n. 548, FifHl L3

monument ['monjumant] ». Z38, ik,
it 41k

glittering ['glitarin] adj. WEAEERT, JEHEANKE M)

tunnel ['tanl] ». %1, HiE

Hellenistic [ heli'nistik] adj. 7 i XU BT #T;—
ALY

monastery ['monastri] n. (&iEBE, b

amphitheater ['@mfiBiata(r)] »n. wmfidy, 3
Hi

legionnaire [ li:dza'nea(r)] n. %M |-k

Phrases & Expressions

water chambers K4, /Kt
stand to "&HF, A

Proper Names

Petra filFHi itk (2 H)

Arabian Desert [if Hi{H by
Nabataean 4[4 A

Pachacutec AN (EPINSEIR#)
Machu Picchu B E (R )
Andes 2255 B il1 ik

Urubamba River & P2
Amazon jungle I Ehfh3uHy K
Incan Empire Efl jiiaf [#

. arena [a'ri:na] n. BEH,

. virtually ['va:tfuali] adv. B3 F, $3EE
irresistible [,in'zistabl] adj. FoikPidam, A

AJ BHLA
k2]

smallpox ['smo:lpoks] n. KAk
Mavyan ['ma:jan] adj. F5HE NI, FRHEE;

n ByHEN, FSHET
demonstrative [di'monstrativ] adj. HEHHH,

R

' mausoleum [ ma:sa'li:am] n. %L
atop [o'top] adv. & prep. f---+- Tk
inaugurate [I'no:gjerert] ve. J1Il, 24T

Sl

. take place %/, #EfT
| beregardedas M, WEIAKE

' Hiram Bingham WEINY - FJEHE (B A

ZlER)

| Chichén Itzé ZFEEMFHEX A1
Pyramid of Kukulkan J&EJE/RIX 4238
Temple of Chac Mool #/RK#%
Hall of the Thousand Pillars T-H: 4k
Corcovado Mountain FHREHELZ 1
Rio de Janeiro HLZJHM 5 (EL PR T)

SR P L



