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The year 2017 marks the 20th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to the motherland. Over the past
20 years, implementation of the “one country, two systems” principle in Hong Kong has achieved
great success. The effective operation of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) as
stipulated by the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China as well as the HKSAR Basic Law, has
ensured prosperity and stability, winning high praise from the international community. Meanwhile, it is

an unprecedented cause and therefore needs to be advanced through fresh exploration and innovation.

The Central Government’s firm determination to implement, both to the letter and in spirit, the

M ek

established principle of “one country, two systems”, “Hong Kong people governing Hong Kong™ and
Hong Kong enjoys a high degree of autonomy will remain unchanged; and we will never waver in this
regard. We fully support you and the new HKSAR Government in your law-based administration. [ hope
you will live up to the great trust, relying on the people of Hong Kong, lead the HKSAR Government
and all sectors of society to comprehensively and precisely implement the principle of “one country.

two systems™ and the HKSAR Basic Law, and, in the principle of unity and inclusiveness, work hard to

make contribution to the further development of Hong Kong."

— Xi Jinping

@ Speech by President Xi Jinping on April 11, 2017 when meeting with Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor, the Fifth Chief Executive of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, see "President Xi Jinping Meets with Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor,” People’s Daily,
April 12, 2017, p.01.
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Charming night view of Hong Kong.
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Lamma Island in Hong Kong.
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I'wenty Years Since Hong Kong's Return
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The Pearl of the Orient has now

been back in its rightful place for 20 years

China had a sleepless night on June 30, 1997, with Beijing submerged
in people’s infinite carnival celebrations, and Hong Kong was the focus
of worldwide media attention. A handover ceremony was held that
night, with the national flag of the People’s Republic of China and the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region fluttering proudly above the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center. This historical event
announced the end of China’s hundred years of humiliation, when the
Chinese people finally regained the final vestiges of national dignity.
Numerous overseas Chinese cried for joy, and, from then on, Hong
Kong people became true masters of the land on which they lived.

Today, the principle of “oné country, two systems”, a brilliant
concept, has completed 20 years as a vivid reality. These 20 years
have witnessed vast changes. Hong Kong has entered a new era of
development. Despite ups and downs, it enjoys continued prosperity
and stability.

During the 20-year period, Hong Kong people have continued to
follow their original social system and style of living. Meanwhile,

Hong Kong still maintains its position as a leading international

financial, trade and shipping centers. Overall it enjoys social stability,
and continues to be recognized as one of the most competitive regions
with the most liberal economies in the world.

During the 20-year period, the principle of “one country, two
systems” and the Basic Law have been widely supported by the people
of the whole country, including the 7 million-plus Hong Kong people,
and been widely praised by the international community. Under the
special system guarantee, Hong Kong also enjoys more room to
maneuver in the international arena.

During the 20-year period, Hong Kong has served as the “super
contact” between the Chinese mainland and the outside world.
Whenever the Central Government wishes to introduce a new
preferential policy, Hong Kong is the first to implement it on a trial
basis. It has become a two-way service platform inseparable for the
policies of the mainland in regard to “bringing in” and “going out”.
Economically, Hong Kong represents the blending symbiosis of the
mainland, continuing to create world-admired miracles.

During this time, the people in Hong Kong and the mainland have
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I'wenty Years Since Hong Kong's Return

exchanged numerous visits, leading to deeper mutual understanding.
Whenever Olympic champions and space heroes have paid visits
to Hong Kong, Hong Kong compatriots will be filled with pride for
their success; when natural disasters hit the mainland, Hong Kong
compatriots always lose no time to offer aid and support. The mainland
people are greatly touched by the love and care thus expressed.

“How can pond water be so clear? It is refilled with fresh water
from the springhead.” The HKSAR has achieved so much in the 20
years because it is underpinned by the principle of “one country, two
systems” implemented to the letter. In the 20 years since return to the
motherland, whenever Hong Kong faces a crucial moment in social,
economic and political development, the HKSAR will have timely
support and assistance from the Central Government. This makes
it possible for Hong Kong to tide over one difficulty after another,
and embrace till greater opportﬁnities for development. The full
implementation of the scientifically-designed principle of “one country,
two systems” has created a solid foundation for Hong Kong to take off.

Twenty years constitute a period that sees one generation move
into middle or old age, while the young generation grows up. Many

of those who made a great contribution to Hong Kong’s return to
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the embrace of the motherland have passed away and can no longer
witness the achievements Hong Kong has made. Babies born in 1997,
the year China resumed the exercise of sovereignty, are entering
adulthood; they have dim memories of tears and the glories of the 20th
Century. However, the achievements Hong Kong has made over the
past 20 years are brilliant enough to be fixed in everyone’s memory
forever.

On the occasion of celebrating the 20th anniversary of Hong
Kong’s return to the embrace of the motherland, we compile this book
in the hope of making it possible for more people to understand the
growing-up experience of Hong Kong and achievements it has made in
the past two decades, and the moving spirit of fraternity and generous
mutual assistance between the people of Hong Kong and mainland in
the historical period featuring the revitalization and taking off of the
People’s Republic of China.

Hong Kong and the motherland forge ahead together.

So, let’s cheer for Hong Kong and be proud of China.
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Harbour City of Hong Kong. §
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Azure sky and blue sea in Hong Kong.
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HEMEHTFABRFEMNEERS
Dongping coastal shales at the Plover Cove Country Park in Hong Kong.
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Night view of Hong Kong.
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