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Introduction to the Revised Edition

The HSK, or Chinese Proficiency Test, is a standardized test of international Chinese
proficiency, mainly testing non-native speakers’ ability to communicate in Chinese in their
life, study and work. The written test is available at six levels and the oral test at three levels.

In order to help test takers get familiar with the mode and questions of the new test,
understand its contents and focuses, as well as master the test-taking strategies, we compiled
the test guide series Simulated Tests of the New HSK in September 2010 based on the 2009
edition of Chinese Proficiency Test Syllabus of Hanban. There are six books in the series,
corresponding to HSK Levels 1-6. Each book is made up of 10 written tests. Before the
simulated tests is an introduction to the corresponding level and the directions for answering
the questions of the new mode. The script of the listening section and answers can be found
after the tests. The MP3 files of the listening section are provided in a disc attached to the
book.

The authors of this series are mostly experienced CFL (Chinese as a foreign language)
teachers as well as researchers of Chinese proficiency testing. Before publication, all the
simulated tests have been pretested by past examinees of the new HSK. The test materials
at all levels ensure a full coverage of the vocabulary and grammar points required by the
new HSK syllabus. The language materials have been carefully selected with thoughtful
deliberation, and the complexity of the questions has been controlled within a reasonable
range. The amount of questions and test time have also been reasonably arranged to match
the real test. Since its publication, the series has been well received and deeply favored by
the test takers. It has been printed nine times within five years and is still selling well.

This revised edition is based on the 2015 HSK Test Syllabus (Levels 1-6) of Hanban. While
keeping the features and merits of the original edition, we have solicited suggestions from
experts, studied the real test and test design approaches, removed the outdated language
materials and added some latest ones that reflect social changes. We have also made some
additions, revisions and improvements to the content based on the revised syllabus of
language points and vocabulary. The aim is to provide test takers with better-targeted test
preparation materials.

The features of the revised Simulated Tests of the HSK are as follows:

1. Closer to the real test: The revision is based on the 2015 syllabus as well as a detailed
analysis of the past HSK test papers given out by Hanban, which makes the simulated tests
closer to the real test.

2. More authoritative: An all-round, detailed interpretation of the new syllabus has been made
under the guidance of experts, making the simulated tests in the revised edition better meet



the requirements of the new syllabus in terms of content and form alike.

3. Full coverage of the vocabulary and language points in the new syllabus: The original
simulated tests have been revised and improved based on the changes of the vocabulary as
well as the newly added sections of topics, tasks and language points in the new syllabus.
In this way, the simulated tests cover exhaustively the vocabulary, language points, topics,
and tasks in the new syllabus.

4. More up-to-date language materials: Language materials that reflect the changing society
and times have been selected so that one’s language competences required by the new
syllabus can be developed hand in hand with one’s social cognition.

We believe that test takers and teachers of HSK will benefit from this series, which is also our
biggest hope. Also, we sincerely hope users of the series will all feel free to share opinions
and suggestions with us.

Sincere thanks go to the Twelve Girls Band, who has performed the Chinese folk music
before each listening test in the audio files accompanying the series.

The authors
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