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Preface

Since its publication in 1997, the Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK), with its novel
layout, high quality practice tests and outstanding tutorial teaching materials, has garnered huge
popularity among the foreign students. Since its first publication, it has been printed 15 times,
accumulated a sales volume of about 210,000 copies, and been copyrighted to Japan, South Korea
and Indonesia. This goes to show that the Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) holds a strong
position in the HSK teaching material market.

In 2010, the new Chinese Proficiency Test (new HSK) was enforced and significant changes
were made to the number of levels, difficulty and content of the test. The most prominent changes
were cutting the 11 levels under the old HSK down to only six levels under the new HSK and
dividing the content into three sections—listening, reading and writing, and HSK oral (HSKK).
These changes identified a need for the Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) to be revised
and adapted to the changing market demand. In view of this, the series of Guide to the New HSK
Test (HSK oral excluded) is released.

1. This series adds more skills training to the Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK).
Skills training is arranged according to the new HSK Levels 1-6 by using similar content and
style taken from several new HSK actual tests and sample questions. Based on the content and
characteristics of each level, level-oriented general and universal question-answering techniques
are summarized and explained with examples. The aim is to train candidates to be more strategic
when solving problems and to have a better understanding of the types and characteristics of the
test questions. So when candidates face different types of questions, they are able to identify the
questions’ main points and objectives, and find the most efficient way to answer them.

2. This series closely follows the updates on the Chinese Proficiency Test and uses the
newest version of the HSK Test Syllabus published by the People’s Education Press in September
2015 as a guiding material. All the practice exercises are written according to the required test

standards set in the HSK Test Syllabus in order to control the difficulty of the exercises and ensure



that they are relevant and effective.

3. The practice exercises in this series cover a wide range of topics, ranging from astronomy,
geography and history to society, humanity and daily life, from the past to the present, and
from China to the whole world. The width and depth of these topics make this series a small
encyclopedia. Candidates can use this book not only to improve their Chinese proficiency
level but at the same time to boost their learning in different areas of knowledge and cultural
understanding.

4. This series uses the “HSK vocabulary level detection software” to test the language used
in all the practice exercises to ensure a scientific selection of vocabulary. As the software detects
the level of the vocabulary used, it also measures the percentage of the off-list words that do not
appear in the HSK vocabulary syllabus. The results show that off-list words account for around
10% for Levels 1 and 2, around 15% for Levels 3 and 4, and around 20% for Levels 5 and 6.
Depending on the HSK level of each book, the percentage of off-list words should be kept within
an appropriate range to keep the practice exercises relevant and effective while at the same time
ensuring that the practice tests are slightly harder than the actual tests so as to help users further
improve their Chinese proficiency and get higher marks.

The Guide to the New HSK Test sources some of its language materials from newspapers
and magazines among other media. Because of time, geographical and contact issues, some of the
language materials used have not been copyrighted. Besides, adjustments and revisions have been
made to certain materials when necessary. In this regard, we want to apologize to the copyright
holders and sincerely hope for their support and understanding. We look forward to the original

content creators reaching out to us to resolve any copyright issues.

The Editorial Board
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Introduction

The series of Guide to the New HSK Test is divided into six levels of training based on the
new HSK Levels 1-6. It is composed of six practice books that all follow the same style. Each
individual level of practice book contains 10 complete HSK practice sets, with practice exercises
10 times the questions in the new HSK test. The 10 practice sets are distributed among three
sections—simulation training, skills training and timed training, among which the simulation and
skills training each contain three practice sets, each taking up 3/10 of the total practice sets, while
the timed training contains four practice sets, taking up 2/5 of the total practice sets. Take the HSK
Level 3 test as an example. The Level 3 test paper has 80 questions in total, with 40 questions for
listening, 30 for reading, and 10 for writing. Just like how the simulation training section contains
three times as many practice questions as the actual test, the same goes for the skills training
section. Each of these two sections includes: 120 questions for listening, 90 questions for reading,
and 30 questions for writing, a total of 240 questions. The timed training section has four times
as many practice questions as the actual test, and this includes: 160 questions for listening, 120
questions for reading, and 40 questions for writing, a total of 320 questions.

The following aspecté of the Guide to the New HSK Test are noteworthy:

1. This series of practice books is unique for its “test — practice — test — practice — test” style,
which aims to improve candidates’ Chinese proficiency through repeated practice so that they can
achieve an ideal score on the actual HSK test.

Users are recommended to do the first simulation test to figure out their current Chinese
proficiency and then proceed to the skills training section to learn the different question-
answering techniques needed in listening, reading and writing with the aid of abundant practice
exercises. After that, they can use the second simulation test to check whether their results have
improved and then move on to timed training, which is conducted in strict accordance with the
time, number of questions, and difficulty of each part of the actual HSK test to improve their test-

taking skills. The third simulation test is for candidates to check their Chinese proficiency after all



the practices and prepare for the actual test.

2. All the simulation tests and practice exercises are provided with reference answers and
simple explanations, and the listening section with a transcript. Users can know not only what the
correct answer is but also why, thus improving their Chinese proficiency continuously through
use.

3. For the skills training section, the current question-answering techniques have been
formed after a number of discussions and revisions by the Editorial Board to ensure the
techniques included are practical and relevant. Users need to carefully analyze and grasp these
techniques so as to form a solid foundation for truly improving Chinese proficiency and test-
taking skills.

4. For the timed training section, users can practice by working through the set number of
questions within the set time in the given order. Or they can combine the practice questions into
four complete tests on their own to further improve their test-taking skills.

The Editorial Board
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