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FRIENDS FROM AFAR

Robin with Jia Pingwa and Professor Hu Zongfeng



At the International Horticultural Expo (2010) with my colleague Guy Rivard and
three of our students



FOLK CUSTOM

Scorpion products for sale in Yuanjiacun Silkworms in my apartment (before the
silk turned strange colours)






CULTURE AND ART
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Giant replica of a Tang-style tricolour horse in winter

A Tang Dynasty ceramic statuette A giant papercut by Ku Shulan
of alady



Han Dynasty terracotta figures



CUSTOMS AND TEMPLES

Giant Buddha in Bin County



Bricks bearing donors’ names at the Wangjisi Nunnery
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Foreigners, since the 1970s at least,
have esteemed the Terracotta Army as being

a worthy peer to the Great Wall. That other
creative feat associated with Qin Shihuang
lures thousands and thousands of holiday

makers or day trippers to Xi'an...




38

70

102

126

144

160

182

206

238

270

302

342

CONTENTS

CHAPTER ONE
Xi'an Impression

CHAPTER TWO
Shaanxi Food

CHAPTER THREE
The Eastern Aspect: Banpo and Lantian

CHAPTER FOUR
Two Dynasties in Miniature

CHAPTER FIVE
Commencing the Silk Road

CHAPTER SIX
The Great Learning Lane

CHAPTER SEVEN
Serenity of Sorts: The Temples of Chang’an

CHAPTER EIGHT

Qingming in Baoji

CHAPTER NINE

Snapshots of the Shaanxi Countryside

CHAPTER TEN
Guanzhong’s Friendliest Village

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Shaanxi Art: Folk Culture Meets the Journey Westward

CHAPTER TWELVE
Rich Pickings from the Yellow Earth: Guanzhong Writers

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Chen Zhongshi Remembered: Crossing the Ba




38

70

102

126

144

160

182

206

238

270

302

342

CONTENTS

CHAPTER ONE
Xi'an Impression

CHAPTER TWO
Shaanxi Food

CHAPTER THREE
The Eastern Aspect: Banpo and Lantian

CHAPTER FOUR
Two Dynasties in Miniature

CHAPTER FIVE
Commencing the Silk Road

CHAPTER SIX
The Great Learning Lane

CHAPTER SEVEN
Serenity of Sorts: The Temples of Chang’an

CHAPTER EIGHT

Qingming in Baoji

CHAPTER NINE

Snapshots of the Shaanxi Countryside

CHAPTER TEN
Guanzhong's Friendliest Village

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Shaanxi Art: Folk Culture Meets the Journey Westward

CHAPTER TWELVE
Rich Pickings from the Yellow Earth: Guanzhong Writers

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Chen Zhongshi Remembered: Crossing the Ba




