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LongbUShEE?E‘&EE?Fﬁﬁ‘L[Eg/J\E_Sarosh Mulla Design

Longbush Ecosanctuary Welcome Shelter

REIEE BRI, Mullats
The Longbush Ecosanctuary Welcome Shelter is an innovative

Lo i 4/ environmental education space designed, constructed and

i
operated by a group of passionate volunteers, with the sup-
port of local businesses and charitable organizations. Access
to the Welcome Shelter is free of charge for all visitors and
the project aims to promote active stewardship of our natural
environment both in conservation areas and in our cities.
The project was generated and designed by the award
winning designer Sarosh Mulla. Mulla has led a team of 88
volunteers in the construction of the space that provides
facilities for visiting school groups, ecologists and tourists.
The design of the structure draws on the framing techniques
of the Picturesque, but applies these through contemporary
forms, which promote active engagement with the environ-
ment. Rather than simply viewing the landscape, visitors are

encouraged to take part in the environmental restoration

occurring at the ecosanctuary through the programs offered
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demonstration platform
drawbridge door

ecologist’s workshop

washroom

toilet

outdoor classroom

presentation platform

educator's storage (lookout above)
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group waork lawn




at the Welcome Shelter.

A large steel and fabric canopy provides shelter from the sun
and rain for an outdoor classroom created on the hillside.
Below the roof the form of this classroom is defined by the
position of three timber enclosures and small retained gar-
dens. The design plays with the connotations of natural and
synthetic materials in the setting of the recovering environ-
ment.

Each timber enclosure provides a different service, includ-

ing the storage of teaching material, ablution facilities and

an office for the site ecologist. This office opens up to the
exterior with a large drawbridge to create a level platform on
teaching and demonstration days. Another enclosure includes
a roof deck from which a stunning view of the valley can be
appreciated. This deck is accessed via a traditionally made
greenwood ladder made of a Manuka tree harvested from the
building site.

The ecosanctuary is approximately 120 hectares and over the

past 15 years has been the rapidly restored through the ef-

forts. With the removal of invasive pests and weeds, alongside
the planting of hundreds of thousands of native trees, the
diverse ecology at Longbush is beginning to thrive again.
Never before in New Zealand history has such a large and
diverse group of volunteers and sponsors created a piece

of public architecture. The Welcome Shelter creates a new
benchmark for high quality community generated architec-

ture that responds to the needs of the local environment.

I H &#R: Longbush Ecosanctuary Welcome Shelter

#h 5. Gisborne, New Zealand
B H; Sarosh Mulla Design
TR EFABA: 88 Community volunteers, 88 sponsors

Z . Longbush Ecological Trust
B ER; 160m?

R~T: 12mx12mx6m

7 T B 0

SE R (T
B D,

13.10—2014.12

imon Deuvitt (courtesy of the architect)
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Tubakuba Mountain Hub

Hovering above the city, hidden behind trees in the forest of
Bergen's most famous mountain; through a tuba-tunnel, you
can enter a wooden bubble. One night, just for you and your
kids. The project is the result of a design-build workshop at
Bergen School of Architecture lead by Espen Folgera at OPA
Form.

Tubakuba is constructed of 95 percent wood. The interior is
clad in plywood, while flexible wooden boards of the western
Norwegian pine and the exterior is clad with burned larch.
The characteristic tunnel consists of curved shavings of pine
mounted in layers to provide sufficient strength, while the
south wall is clad with untreated larch, which will turn gray
with time. The burned cladding is made with the traditional
Japanese method Shou Sugi Ban. This is a treatment to pre-
vent fungal decay and damage.

With no electricity - the project is the only off-the grid hotel-
room in Bergen. The project aims to minimize the need for

heating by minimizing the indoor volume. The materials
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17 B & #R: Tubakuba Mountain Hub

b &5, Bergen, Norway

B H. OPA Form

TR BERA: professor _Espen Folgere, Havard Austvoll, Sigurdur Gunnarsson,
Hans Christian Elstad / student _Gunnar Seras, Bent Brers, Ida Helen Skogstad,
Adrian Hejfeldt, Eivind Lechbrandt, Alice Guan, Luise Storch, Eline Moe Eidvin,
Shepol Barzan, @yvind Kristiansen, Stein Atle Juvik, Eva Bull, Kristian Baysen,
Sondre Bakken

¥ T At jE]. 2014

EF . ©Helge Skodvin (courtesy of the architect)-p.12, p.13

©Gunnar Seras (courtesy of the architect)-p.10, p.11%%™

©Marina Magreey (courtesy of the architect)

©Stine Elise Kristoffersen(courtesy of the architect)
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chosen for the construction and insulation is wood all the way
through the walls, floor and ceiling. The bent strips of wood in
the entrance can be found as shavings from sawmill produc-
tion and the cladding is made by carbonizing(burning) sec-
ond grade wooden cladding planks. Inside the walls, roof and
floor the insulation consists of wooden fibers—a hygroscopic
material that allows for the construction to breath, excluding
the need for mechanical ventilation.

The Tubakuba offers a hotel room that is free of charge on the
border between the wild nature and the city. Especially aimed
at families with young children, the aim of the project is to
make outdoor experiences possible for everybody and give
children a positive first meeting with spending the nightin a

forest.

Tubakuba is a 14 square meter room with a view, somewhere
between a tent and a cabin, that you enter through a “tuba
tunnel”. The feeling of floating over the city is highly present,
especially when you get closer to the large windows facing
the steep hill down towards the city center. Sheltered under
the cottage you will find a nice picnic area - and the tuba tun-
nel can function as a shelter for rain, for fun and play.

In addition to being flexible in its use, the Tubakuba adds
something to the city that we may lack today: an urban cot-
tage. To use this cottage you neither need a car nor travel
very far, because of the proximity to the public-tram which
climbs up and down Flayen from the city center every 15-30

minutes.



