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Preface

I am not a collector, nor have I ever thought of becoming one. I have been fascinated with antique objects all my life because
I feel there is always an enchanting and thought-provoking history behind each of them.

During the last chirty years, the lacquer ware in this catalogue gradually entered our home one piece following another. The
first, a lacquer box (Fig.157) was purchased from the Beijing Friendship Store in the early 1980s. By the end of last year, there were
more than three hundred pieces of lacquer in our home. These works are a ‘motley crew’ acquired according to my personal taste
and preference, without proper guidance or professional advice. The works are of varying quality and inevitably include some fakes.
The only comfort to me is that each has shown its special appeal and, under my self-imposed constraint of spending no more than
what I could afford, I have happily welcomed them into the Chao household.

In the preface to ‘Bronze & Stone Inscriptions’ the famous poctess Li Qingzhao of the Song Dynasty, stated “Everything in
this world is transient, whether it is a possession or a conglomeration”. Whilst separation is the norm, acquiring is always
serendipitous. That these examples of lacquer ware have come to be gathered together in our home is thus fate. For a person over
seventy years of age, the pressing issue is to find an appropriate venue where the collection can be preserved.

In recent years, many friends with expertise in the field of lacquer ware suggested that I have a catalogue of my collection
compiled and published to record the works having once been in the Chao household. Last year, my friend Wu Kwokcheung,
recommended Ho Chifung to co-ordinate and initiate this project. I am also very grateful to Wang Dong for his introduction to
Ms. Chen Lihua, Deputy Director of the Palace Museum. Iam honored that Ms. Chen has kindly agreed to act as the chief-editor
for this catalogue. Ms. Chen not only undertook to examine and select appropriate pieces for this publication, but has also written
a comprehensive introduction to Chinese lacquer ware. Despite her busy schedule, Rosemary Scott, International Academic
Director of Asian Art at Christie’s, found time to grace this catalogue with her authoritative essay on Qianlong period lacquer.
Together they have made it easier and more enjoyable for readers to appreciate the Chinese lacquer ware in this catalogue. Under
the leadership of Mr. Wang Yamin, Deputy Director of the Palace Museum and President of the Forbidden Ciry Publishing
House, Ms. Zhao Guoying, Editor-in-chief, and Ms. Xu Xiaoyan, Exccutive Editor, have brought this project to a successtul
conclusion under a very tight schedule.

Without the encouragement and support of all these experts and friends, this collection of lacquer ware could not have been
made available for appreciation by fellow art lovers. As ancient Chinese wisdom teaches us, pleasure is indeed greater when

enjoyment is shared.

Ronald Chao, Owner of the Lodge of Transient Possesssions

May 2010
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