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Introduction

Welcome to the eighth edition of the COBUILD Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.

In keeping with COBUILD's long-established user-friendly tradition, this new edition will
help you to understand not only the meanings of words, but also how to use them proper-
ly in context.

Even in the two years since our last edition, the English language has undergone dramat-
ic changes, resulting in the addition of a wealth of new words. The language of social me-
dia continues to dominate our new word selection, leading to the addition of such items
as YOLO, selfie, photobomb, FaceTime and flash mob. Technology and popular culture, as ever,
have had an impact on our language, resulting in new words such as cashless, onesie, First
World problems and bestie being added.

As well as checking and explaining the meanings of thousands of existing words, CO-
BUILD's lexicographers have continued to ensure that our 4.5-billion-word database — the
Collins Corpus — is kept up to date. The corpus contains English language material from
thousands of different written and spoken sources. Material is downloaded from websites,
and daily feeds are received from newspapers.

The corpus lies at the heart of each entry. Corpus research helps lexicographers to make
confident and accurate decisions about the different senses of a word. It also informs the
choice of words that are suitable for the dictionary (based on word frequency), the lan-
guage used in the full-sentence definition, the choice of examples, and the grammatical
information given. Finally, it helps us to provide accurate information relating to the con-
notations of particular words — whether they express approval, disapproval, a particular
emotion, or politeness, for example.

Example sentences themselves remain close to the corpus, with minor changes made so
that they are more successful as dictionary examples.

This edition contains all the valuable vocabulary-enrichment features of earlier editions,
helping you to improve your knowledge of relations between words and the contexts in
which they appear. For more information on these features, see ‘Guide to key features’,
page Xxi.

We are also pleased to announce that the full dictionary text is available for Kindle™ and
online, so that COBUILD is always available to you, wherever you are. Set it as your default
Kindle™ dictionary, or just go to www.collinsdictionary.com/cobuild.

We hope you will find this new edition of the COBUILD Advanced Learner’s Dictionary a valua-
ble resource that complements and enhances all areas of language study.

Vil



About COBUILD dictionaries

When the first COBUILD dictionary was published in 1987, it revolutionized dictionaries
for learners. It was the first of a new generation of dictionaries that were based on actual
evidence of how English was used, rather than lexicographer intuition.

Collins and the University of Birmingham, led by the outstanding linguist John Sinclair, de-
veloped an electronic corpus in the 1980s, called the Collins Birmingham University Inter-
national Language Database (COBUILD). This corpus, which is also known as the Collins
Corpus, became the largest collection of English data in the world, and COBUILD diction-
ary editors use the corpus to analyse the way that people really use the language.

The Collins Corpus contains 4.5 billion words taken from websites, newspapers, maga-
zines, and books published around the world, and from spoken material from radio, TV,
and everyday conversations. New data is added to the corpus every month, to help
COBUILD editors identify new words and meanings from the moment they are first used.

All COBUILD dictionaries are based on the information our editors find in the Collins Cor-
pus. Because the corpus is so large, our editors can look at lots of examples of how people
really use words. The data tells us how words are used; what they mean; which words are
used together; and how often words are used.

This information helps us decide which words to include in COBUILD dictionaries. Did you
know, for example, that around 90% of English speech and writing is made up of approx-
imately 3,500 words? The corpus tells us which words these are, and helps us ensure that
when you use a COBUILD dictionary, you can be sure that you are learning the words you
really want to know.

All of the examples in COBUILD dictionaries are examples of real English, taken from the
Collins Corpus. The examples have been carefully chosen to demonstrate typical grammat-
ical patterns, typical vocabulary, and typical contexts for each word.

The corpus lies at the heart of COBUILD and you can be confident that COBUILD will show
you what you need to know to be able to communicate easily and accurately in English.

viii



Guide to dictionary entries

smalmeal you can have in the afternoon. It includes a cu

labels

I
(Colour headwords ]—-» after|noon 'tea (afternoon teas) N-vAR Afternoon’tea/ls:/tceographical

Hyphenation
points show where
a word may be
split across lines,

Authentic
examples from the
Collins Corpus

[ Pronunciation

Language notes
provide more
information on
how to use the
word correctly.

Stress markers
for compound
headwords.

Important
grammatical
structures are
shown in bold
within definitions.

Style labels l
indicate words that
are used in formal
and informal
language, and in
certain areas such
as business or
computing.

t Meaning splits

tea and food such as sandwiches and cakes. [Brit]

after|shock /'a:ftorfok, 'af-/ ( aftershocks) T After-
shocks are smaller earthquakes which occur after a large

after|taste /'a:fiateist, '=f-/ also after-taste n-siNG An after-

that remams in your mouth afser you have

Und ¢4 /a'raund/

Around is an adverb and a preposition. In British English,
the word ‘round’ is often used instead. Around is often
used with verbs of movement, such as ‘walk’ and “drive’,
and also in phrasal verbs such as ‘get around’ and hand
around’

i preP To be positioned around a place or object means to sur-
round it or be on all sides of it, To move around a place means
to go along its edge, back to your starting point. O She looked
at the papers around her. Q ...a prosperous suburb built around a new
mosque. *ADV [n ADv] Around is also an adverb. O ...a village with
a rocky river, a ruined castle and hills all around. Q The Memorial seems
almost ugly, dominating the landscape for miles around. B prep If you
move around a corner or obstacle, you move to the other side
of it. If you look around a corner or obstacle, you look to see
what is on the other side. Q The photographer stopped clicking
and hurried around the corner. 1 | peered around the edge of the shed—
there was no sign of anyone else.

‘blacK 'pep|per n-uncount Black pepper is pepper which is
dark in colour and has been made from the dried berries of
the pepper plant, including their black outer cases.

— see spice

ocean +/'5uf’n/ (oceans) B N-SING The ocean is the sea. Q There
were few sights as beautiful as the calm ocean on a warm night. B N-COUN
An ocean is one of the five very large areas of sea on
Earth’s surface. Q They spent many days cruising the northern Pacif-
ic Ocean. Q ...the Indian Ocean. Bl N-counT If you say that
an ocean of something, you are emphasizing that

Seems be drowning in arp/6cean of jargon.
i the ocean, you
is unimportant
pared to the cost of other things or i so small that it has
very little effect on something. [EMPHASIS] O His fee is a dro
the ocean compared with the real cost of broadcasting.
— see Word Web;ocean

— see beach, earth, ship, tide, whale

earthquake. B N-cOUNT People sometimes refer to the effects
of an important event, especially a bad one, as the after-
shock. [mainly journausm] Q [+of] They were alreudy under stress,
thanks to the aftershock of last year's drought. I-‘ul} s-e 1:1tence

Plural forms

definitions show
the ways in which
the headword is
used.

Alternative
spellings of
headwords

Pragmatics

labels give you

| information about
| additional ideas or
emotions thata
word expresses.

Cross-references

to other relevant
entries and to
illustrated features

per|mit ¢ (permits, permitting, permitted)

The verb is pronounced /ps”mit/. The noun is pronounced
/'p3mit/.

someone permits something, they allow it to hap-
pen. If they it you to do something, they allow you to
do it. [FORMAL, WRI Q [vn] He can let the court’s decision stand
ermit the execution. J <ed to-inf] Employees are permit-

they appear to
them entry to the filnT:
which says that you may do something.
usually need a permit to work in a foreign country. U The ma-

jority of foreign nationals working here have work permits.

X

LVerb forms

Pronunciation
notes provide
information on
how to pronounce
words correctly,

Word classes




pret|ty ee /'priti/ (prettier, prettiest) @ ApJ If you describe

someone, especially a girl, as pretty, y n that they look

nice and are attractive in a delicate way. U She's a i

and very pretty girl. *pretiti|ly /'pritili/ Abv U She smiled again, pret-

tily. *pret|tijness N-UNCOUNT Q Her prettiness had been much admired.

Bl ADJ A place or a thing that is pretty is attractive and pleasant,

in a charming but not particularly unusual way. A Whitstable

is still a very pretty little town_epret|ti|ly Apv Q The living-room was

T i spret/tilness N-UNCOUNT O ...shells of quite unbe-

Derived words mdj/ adv| You can use pretty before

an adjective or adverb to mean ‘quite’ or ‘rather’. [INFORMAL]

Q1 had a pretty good idea what she was going to do. J Pretty soon af-

ter my arrival | found lodgings. & PHRASE Pretty much or pretty

well means ‘almost’. [INFORMAL] O His new government looks pret-
ty much like the old one.

iy : still

j @ NOT MOVING OR MAKING A NOISE
words are the @ EQUIPMENT

mOost COIMINon.

@ still $#¢/stil/ B ADV [ADV before v] If a situation that used to
lexist still exists, it has continued and exists now. Q| still dream
of home. 1 Brian's toe is still badly swollen and he cannot put on his
shoe. Q If you don't like the job, why are you still there? B ADV [ADV be-
fore v] If something that has not yet happened could still hap-
pen, it is possible that it will happen. If something that has
not yet happened is still to happen, it will happen at a later
time. Q Big money could still be made if the crisis keeps oil prices high.
O The details have still to be worked out. Bl ADV If you say that there
is still an amount of something left, you are emphasizing
that there is that amount left. Q There are still some outstanding
problems. Q There's still time to catch up with them. B ADV [ADV be-
fore v] You use still to emphasize that something remains the
case or is true in spite of what you have just said. O I'm aver-
age for my height. But | still feel I'm fatter than | should be. O Despite
the ruling, Boreham was still found guilty. B Abv You use still to in-
dicate that a problem or difficulty is not really worth worry-
ing about. Q ‘Any idea who is going to be here this weekend?—'No.
still, who cares? @ Apbv You use still in expressions such as still
further, still another, and still more to show that you find the
number or quantity of things you are referring to surprising
or excessive. [EmpHAsIs] O We look forward to strengthening still fur-
ther our already close co-operation with the police service. B ADV You
use still with comparatives to indicate that something has
even more of a quality than something else, [EmpHasIs] U For-
mula One motor car racing is supposed to be dangerous. 'Indycar’ racing
is supposed to be more dangerous still.

@ still ees/stil/ (stiller, stillest, stills) i AbJ [ADJ after v;
ADJ] If you stay still, you stay in the same position and do not
move, W David had been dancing about like a child, but suddenly he
stood still and looked at Brad. Q He played the tape through once, then
sat very still for several minutes. O Gladys was still, then she shook her
head slowly. B by If air or water is still, it is not moving. 1 The
night air was very still. Q He watched the still water over the side of the
boat. B ADJ Drinks that are still do not contain any bubbles of
carbon dioxide. O ...a glass of still orange. & ApJ If a place is still,
it is quiet and shows no sign of activity. O In the room it was very
still.»still|ness N-UNCOUNT 3 [+of] Four deafening explosions shattered
the stillness of the night air. B N-COUNT A still is a photograph tak-
en from a cinema film which is used for publicity purposes.

[Clear sense splits

@ still /stil/ (stills) N-cOUNT A still is a piece of equipment used
to make strong alcoholic drinks by a process called distilling.

still|birth /'stlbs’'6/ (stillbirths) N-vAR A stillbirth is the birth
of a dead baby.

Comparative and
superlative forms

|

Menu to help
navigate longer
entries

Important
grammatical
patterns




Guide to key features

Vocabulary builders

The vocabulary-building features within the dictionary encourage users to explore and en-
joy the English language. In turn, these features help the learner to build both their active
and passive vocabulary. These ‘vocabulary builders’ aim to increase language fluency and
improve the user's ability to communicate accurately, whilst providing the learner with a
greater depth and breadth of knowledge of English.

Picture Dictionary boxes present vocabulary, concepts and processes in an eye-catching
and memorable way. The vocabulary has been selected from key topics and is particularly
relevant for users studying other subjects in English.

Picture Diction

Word Webs present topic-related vocabulary in illustrated encyclopedic panels. These fea-
tures encourage language exploration and provide learners with the opportunity to gain
a deeper understanding of the language and concepts. The key words from the texts (in
bold) are defined in the dictionary and when users look up one word, they discover oth-
er related words that will draw them further into the dictionary. The longer the learner
spends exploring vocabulary, the greater and richer their language acquisition will be.

Word Web ;pic; 3

‘While researching the use of spices in cooking, scientists discov-
ered that many of them have strong disease-prevention proper-
ties, Bacteria can grow quickly on food and cause a variety of seri-
ous illnesses in humans. The researchers found that many spices
are i ial. For le, garlic, onion, allspice,
and oregano kill almost all common germs. Cinnamon, tarra-

i
gon, cumin, and chilli also eliminate about 75% of bacteria. And &k e 5 -
even common, everyday black pepper destroys about 25% of all mi- y o at
crobes. The research also found a connection between hot climates &
and spicy food and cold climates and bland food. =

ginger  black pepper cinnamon cloves

chilli

Xi



Word Partnerships highlight the most important collocations of words with the highest
frequency in the Collins Corpus. For each collocation, the headword is repeated and the
collocate is shown in bold. The numbers refer the student to the correct meaning of the
headword.

Word Partnership RISXIERGE

V. learn to trust
build trust, create trust, place trust in someone g

ADJ]. mutual trust &
charitable trust

N. trust your instincts, trust someone’s judgment @
investment trust @

Word Partnership RISIuEIAT1g

ADV. amomentago, just a moment il

N. moment of silence, moment of thought £

V. stop for a moment, take a moment, think for a mo-
ment, wait a moment i

ADJ. an awkward moment, a critical moment, the right

moment

Word Links increase language awareness by showing how words are built in English.
Focusing on prefixes, suffixes, and word roots, each ‘Word Link’ provides a simple definition
of the building block and then shows three examples of it appearing in a word. Providing
three examples encourages learners to look up these words to develop and consolidate

their understanding.

port = carrying: export, import, portable

VLT RET '@ geo = earth: geography, geology, geopolitical

Thesaurus boxes provide both synonyms and antonyms for high-frequency words. These
features offer an excellent way for learners to expand their knowledge of vocabulary and
usage by directing them to other words they can research in the dictionary. The numbers
refer the student to the correct meaning within the headword's entry.

QI ERE VSl talk Also look up:

V. chat, discuss, gossip, say, share, speak, tell; (ant.) lis- |f
ten B 1
N. argument, conversation, dialogue, discussion, inter-

view, negotiation; (ant.) silence &
chatter, chitchat, conversation, gossip, rumour

difficult Also look up:

ADJ. challenging, demanding, hard, tough; (ant.) easy, [
simple, uncomplicated il L
disagreeable, irritable, uncooperative; (ant.) accom- |
modating, co-operative

Xii



Usage notes explain shades of meaning, clarify cultural references, and highlight impor-
tant grammatical information.

less and fewer

Less is used to describe general amounts (or noncount nouns).
Less snow fell in December than in January. Fewer is used to describe
amounts of countable items. Maria is working fewer hours this term.

one and you

Sometimes one is used to refer to any person or to people in
general, but it sounds formal: One has to be smart about buying a
computer. In everyday English, use you instead of one: You should
only call 999 in an emergency.

Visual thesaurus

Find alternatives to the 50 most over-used words in English.

. We had adjacent rooms : : Make sure youhave a pen- :' - He was sitting at a near- . : There are experts on han
~in the hotel so we went ciland paper handy soyou - by table and | could hear :  to give you all the help yol
: down to breakfast togeth- © | can write down the num- © : what he was saying. need.

Ler. : ber.

2 1,AD) T T— kil - 2 2,AD)

Something that is People who are close like each

close to something else other very much and know each
isneartoit. . other well,

Lenais very attached to her family He was devoted to his wife and her still want to be friends with Alison
- and wouldn't want to leave them death was a terrible shock to him - even though we disagree about this

 [told my plans to my intimate friends : : My parents had a very loving rela-
- but | didn't tell my colleagues tionship—it was a good marriage

xiii



Definitions

One of the most striking features of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Learner's Dictionary is that
the definitions (or explanations) are written in full sentences, using vocabulary and gram-
matical structures that occur naturally with the word being explained. This enables us to
give a lot of information about the way a word or meaning is used by speakers of the lan-
guage. Whenever possible, words are explained using simpler and more common words.
This gives us a natural defining vocabulary with most words in our definitions being
amongst the 2,500 commonest words of English.

Information about collocates and structure

In our definitions, we try to show the typical collocates of a word: that is, the other words
that are used with the word we are defining. For example, the definition of meaning 1 of
the adjective savoury says:

Savoury food has a salty or spicy flavour rather than a sweet one.
This shows that you use the adjective savoury to describe food, rather than other things.
Meaning 1 of the verb wag says:

When a dog wags its tail, it repeatedly waves its tail from side to side.

This shows that the subject of meaning 1 of wag is a dog, and the object of the verb is ‘tail .

Information about grammar

The definitions also give information about the grammatical structures that a word is used
with. For example, meaning 1 of the adjective candid says:

When you are candid about something or with someone, you speak honestly.

This shows that candid is followed by the preposition ‘about’ when you are talking about
something, and that it is followed by the preposition ‘with’ when you are talking about
someone.

Other definitions show other kinds of structure. Meaning 1 of the verb soften says:
If you soften something or if it softens, it becomes less hard, stiff, or firm.

This shows that the verb is used both transitively and intransitively. In the transitive use,
you have a human subject and a non-human object. In the intransitive use, you have a
non-human subject.

Finally, meaning 1 of compel says:

Xiv



If a situation, a rule, or a person compels you to do something, they force you to do it.

This shows you what kinds of subject and object to use with compel, and it also shows
that you typically use the verb in a structure with a to-infinitive.

Information about context and usage

In addition to information about collocation and grammar, definitions also can be used to
convey your evaluation of something, for example to express your approval or disapproval.
For example, here is the definition of awful:

If you say that something is awful, you mean that it is extremely unpleasant, shock-
ing, or bad.

In this definition, the expressions ‘if you say that’ and ‘you mean that’ indicate that
these words are used subjectively, rather than objectively.

Other kinds of definition

We sometimes explain grammatical words and other function words by paraphrasing the
word in context. For example, meaning 3 of through says:

To go through a town, area, or country means to travel acrossit orinit.

In many cases, it is impossible to paraphrase the word, and so we explain its function in-
stead. For example, the definition of unfortunately says:

You can use unfortunately to introduce or refer to a statement when you consider
that it is sad or disappointing, or when you want to express regret.

Lastly, some definitions are expressed as if they are cross-references. For example:

hr. is a written abbreviation for hour.
A banker’s draft is the same as a bank draft.

If you need to know more about the words hour or bank draft, you look at those entries.

Style and usage

Some words or meanings are used mainly by particular groups of people, or in particular
social contexts. In this dictionary, when it is relevant, the definitions also give information
about the kind of people who are likely to use a word or expression, and the type of social
situation in which it is used. This information is usually placed at the end of the definition,
in SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS and within square brackets.

XV



Although English is spoken as a first language in many parts of the world, two groups of
speakers are especially important: those who speak British English, and those who speak
American English. Most of the books, newspapers, radio and TV programmes, and teach-
ing materials for international use, are produced in Britain or the USA.

This dictionary focuses on both British and American English using evidence from the Col-
lins Corpus. Where relevant, the British or American form is shown at its equivalent word

or meaning.

Geographical labels

BRIT: used mainly by speakers and writers
in Britain, and in other places where British
English is used or taught. Where relevant
the American equivalent is provided.

AM: used mainly by speakers and writ-
ers in the USA, and in other places where
American English is used or taught. Where
relevant the British equivalent is provided.

Other geographical labels are used in the text to refer to English as it is spoken in other
parts of the world, e.g. AUSTRALIAN, IRISH, NORTHERN ENGLISH, SCOTTISH.

Style labels

BUSINESS: used mainly when talking about the
field of business, e.g. annuity

COMPUTING: used mainly when talking about
the field of computing, e.g. chat room

DIALECT: used in some dialects of English, e.g.
ain't

FORMAL: used mainly in official situations,
or by political and business organizations,
or when speaking or writing to people in
authority, e.g. gratuity

HUMOROUS: used mainly to indicate that a
word or expression is used in a humorous
way, e.g. gents

INFORMAL: used mainly in informal situations,
conversations, and personal letters, e.g.
pep talk

JOURNALISM: used mainly in journalism, e.qg.
glass ceiling

XVi

LEGAL: used mainly in legal documents, in
law courts, and by the police in official situ-
ations, e.g. manslaughter

LITERARY: used mainly in novels, poetry, and
other forms of literature, e.g. plaintive

MEDICAL: used mainly in medical texts, and by
doctors in official situations, e.g. psycho-
sis

MILITARY: used mainly when talking or writing
about military terms, e.q. armour

OFFENSIVE: likely to offend people, or to in-
sult them; words labelled oFrensIvVeE should
therefore usually be avoided, e.g. cripple

OLD-FASHIONED: generally considered to be
old-fashioned, and no longer in common
use, e.g. dashing

RUDE: used mainly to describe words
which could be considered taboo by some
people; words labelled RUDE should there-
fore usually be avoided, e.q. bloody



SPOKEN: used mainly in speech rather than  vERY OFFENSIVE: highly likely to offend peo-
in writing, e.g. pardon ple, or to insult them; words labelled VERY

OFFENSIVE should be avoided, e.g. wog
TECHNICAL: used mainly when talking or writ-

ing about objects, events, or processes in  VERY RUDE: used mainly to describe words
which most people consider taboo; words

labelled vErRYy RUDE should be avoided, e.g.
fuck

a specialist subject, such as business, sci-
ence, or music, e.g. biotechnology

TRADEMARK: Used to show a designated

WRITTEN: used mainly in writing rather than
trademark, e.g. hoover

in speech, e.g. avail

Frequency banding

Information on the frequency of words in this dictionary is given using three frequency
bands, shown as blue diamonds in the headword line. The most frequent words have three
diamonds, the next most frequent two, and the ones which are less frequent have one di-
amond. Words which occur less frequently still, but which deserve an entry in the diction-
ary, do not have any diamonds.

Pragmatics

People use language to achieve different goals — they invite, give compliments, give warn-
ings, show their emotions, tell lies, and make commitments. The ability to use language
effectively to fulfil intentions and goals is known as pragmatic competence, and the study
of this ability is called pragmatics. The analysis of language which has been used to pre-
pare this dictionary is based on the idea that speakers and writers plan and fulfil goals
as they use language. This in turn entails choices. Speakers choose their goals and they
choose appropriate language for their goals.

Different languages use different pragmatic strategies. In order to use a language effec-
tively, and be successful in achieving your goals, you need to know what the pragmat-
ic conventions are for that particular language. It is therefore important that learners of
English are given as much information as possible about the ways in which English speak-
ers use their language to communicate.

Because of the large amounts of data in the Collins Corpus, COBUILD is uniquely placed
to help learners with pragmatics. We have analysed the data and have found, for exam-
ple, the ways in which English speakers express approval and disapproval, show their emo-
tions, or emphasize what they are saying.

xVvii



