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This Is America
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Higher Education in America
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complex , involvement, attend, specialize

Jfocus on, as a result, earn a living, major in

»»» Grammar Tips
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»»» Practical Reading
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NEW UNIVERSITY PRACTICAL ENGLISH ELEMENTARY COURSE( ONE)

»»» Brainstorm

Look at these pictures; try to
say something about the pic-
tures or to express your opin-
ion about college life.

Colorful college life

Students” domitory Library is an attractive place.

e ]

Beautiful Campus Classmates with Different Nationalities
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Part One Listen and Talk

I. Listen to the dialogue and mark the following statements with true (T) or false (F).

( ) 1. Mary looks very tired.
( )2. She is studying for the TOEFL exam and American history test.
( )3. Mary wants to pay a visit to US.
( )4. She sleeps only five hours a day.
( )5. Sarah suggests Mary to have a rest.
II. Listen to passage 1 and fill in the missing words or phrases in the blanks.
Passage 1
The US government reported on 6 that Middle-income families can expect to
spend $204,060 on feeding, housing and schooling a child born in 2007 until his or her 7
birthday. “The cost of providing food 8 from 24 percent to 17 percent of
total child-rearing costs, while child care and 9 expenses increased from 2 percent to
12 percent,” the Agriculture Department said. The department also noted that child-rearing
costs are the greatest in the urban West, and lowest in the urban Midwest and 10 ar-

eas across the country.

III. Listen to passage 2 and answer the following questions.
11. Why could nobody tell you where Cambridge University is?
12. How many colleges does Cambridge University have?
13. What type of classes do the undergraduates have?
14. What kind of buildings does the university have?
15. Try to say something about your campus.
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Part Two Reading and Practice

Z P__assagg_A \

Think about the following questions.
1. Do you know any famous universities in the US?
2. How about the higher education of the US in you mind?

3. Do you know what the difference is between a college and a university?

Higher Education in America

America has a very well-developed higher education system with a large scale and com-
plex types. It focuses on training students to obtain new knowledge and the ability of analysis
and creation.

They have public colleges and universities and private ones. A big difference involves
money. State schools cost less because they get money from the States that started them to edu-
cate local citizens. As a result, out-of-state and international students usually pay more than
state residents, at least the first year.

But, of course, prices alone do not say anything about the quality of a school or the value
of an education.

Colleges and universities have many things in common. Both offer undergraduate degrees
in the arts and sciences, for example. And both can help prepare young people to earn a liv-
ing. But many colleges do not offer graduate studies. Another difference is that universities are
generally bigger. They offer more programs and do more research.

Another place of higher education, especially in technical areas, is an institute, like the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Yet even an institute of technology can offer a wide
choice of programs and activities. M. I. T. says that seventy-five percent of freshmen come
there with a strong interest and involvement in the arts.

The first American universities divided their studies into a number of areas and called
each one a college. This is still true. A college can also be a part of a university. For exam-
ple, Harvard College is the undergraduate part of Harvard University.

Programs in higher learning can also be called schools, like a school of engineering or a

medical school within a college or university.

4
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Undergraduates are the students in the first four years of higher education, or what Ameri-
cans call college. In the United States, that means the four years after twelfth grade. But the
work does not all have to be done at the same college. For example, a student may first attend
a two-year school, also called a community college or junior college. Students who complete a
two-year course of study earn an associate degree. Starting at a community college can save a
lot of money if the students want to go on to a four-year college or a big university.

Students who major in a scientific area receive a Bachelor of Science degree, known as

B. S. Students in the arts and humanities get a B. A. a Bachelor of Arts. Schools may al-
so offer specialized degrees, like a bachelor of music.

el-

After students have a bachelor’s degree, they may go on to earn a graduate degree

ther a master’s degree or a doctorate.

N &

1. scale n. relative size, extent, etc. HUFEL; B ;L

2. complex adj. consisting of many different and connected parts %4

3. analysis n. study of something by examining its parts and their relationship 43
fift s o3

4., resident n. person who lives or has a home in a place, not a visitor f&E (JE
FVi#E)

5. undergraduate n. a person studying in a university for a first degree K 2FAFR}

6. freshman n. a first-year undergraduate ¥ F; K¥E—FH ¥4

7. involvement  n. a sense of concern with and curiosity about someone or something

8. attend v. to devote one’s time; apply oneself ZiI1; | (2%, (&)

9. community n. the locality in which people live, considered as a whole #1:[X ; A1{4

10. associate adj. having a lower level of membership than full members #E /] ( &

} ) @6

11. major n. &v. principal subject or course of a student at college or university;
specialize in a certain subject (at college or university) (K% Pz
BAFAR) FBRE; Tk

12. bachelor n. person who holds a first university degree ZRZE+2£0 A

13. humanities  n. subjects of study concerned with human culture, esp. literature,

language, history and philosophy A SCZER}(JLFE 0% 8BS A
)

14. specialize v to train in or devote oneself to a particular area of study, occupa-

tion, or activity %[ JHF5T; L1 TN
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15. doctorate n. highest university degree {#-}-27{
P hrases and Expressions

1. focus on AETF------ ;B E KT
e. g. They must focus on the quality of the products.
AT B 7 i B
2. as a result (of) Z5H
e. g. He was late as a result of the snow.
b T EMmEER.,
3. have something in common 7E X887 H A A8 6] Z 4t
e. g. | married her because we have so many faults in common.
HZ B LABR b 5 46 , 2 R R AT A AR 4 23538 A Bk s
4. earn a/one’s living 1§44
e. g. I'll do anything within reason to earn my living.
A TRAE, RERIEYHERA 2HEB
5. major in JCZELLeeeee REBL
e. g. Have you decided what to major in when you go to university next year?
PR SE S SRR SR A A% T g7
P roper Name

M.LT 2% [ PR B T2 B
L anguage Focus

1. America has a very well-developed higher education system with a large scale and complex
types. RERFHFMAEEL, HABRE KR, FRE 2, Well-developed BNE Fid, %K
R AT A ERAA LA B d R R R, Rk 1 R . 40 - theft-proof
waterfall, oil field. 2y T S 4 BB E 5 17 4975 LB —4k, BORER 2 59 A8 % & 747
MER, UMETMNRE H#EE 4158 %R —158, 2 : out-oftown guest, son-in-law.

2.M.1. T. says that seventy-five percent of freshmen come there with a strong interest and in-
volvement in the arts. FREHE TP Fn, A A2 LT AW RKR—FE EBFEZKRER K
A Ix SCRHEH RBROGER , AEE Ul . “ /i) with + ZiR)E R (4) 7 4 AR — R Y with
MEAE )T A LUMEE R ARG . VERIER, ERBFREER 70 R A  BARRER R
B[] PERE AR . Ai]Hh with 455 RR R

3. Students who major in a scientific area receive a Bachelor or of Science degree known as a
B.S. ZEHAE N WG B 420, WiFR B. S. AH]N who 5| RHIE TR M
], AT students, UNSRIE R IATERETH M) FP AT, T RE 18 IR B9 18 1 3 1] 2 AE
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AR5 R TR —3
Practice

Understanding of the Text
I. Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases from the passage. Don’t refer back to it

until you have finished.
America has a very higher education system. Payments differ from public and

private colleges and universities. But the price alone can tell nothing about the value of an
education. The higher education in US includes colleges, universities and . Pro-
grams in higher learning can also be called schools. are students in the first four
years of higher education. After their graduation, they will receive a degree.
Then, they may go on their study for a graduate degree, either a master’s degree or a
fandene ol
I1. Answer the following questions with the information you’ve got from the passage.

1. Why should state schools cost more money than public colleges and universities?
2. What'’re the differences between college and university in the US?
3. Try to say something about the degrees of higher education in the US.

Words and Phrases
IIL. Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases given below. Change the form where

necessary.

[ involvement major complex analysis earn one’s living

’freshman resident  focus on specialize  attend

1. Income level of urban and rural increase rapidly.
. Time is limited. Please your attention your work.
. He has given an acute of the accident.

. It's honored for a Chinese student to have the chance to Beijing University.

2
3
4
5. As from a poor family, he began to when he was in college.
6. This is my first year of college. I'm a

il | science in college. What's your 2

8. Computer is a system for some common people.

9. It’'s known to all that Jingdezhen in making china.

10. The government tried every way to improve people’s in the Olympic Games.

Sentence Structure
V. Complete the following sentences after the model given below.

[Model:lf/When Bill (37T ), ask him to wait for me. |
If/When Bill comes, ask him to wait for me. |
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Frim RSP LSRR S A |

1. T'll write to you if I GBI TEIR).

2.If it (T Wj ) tomorrow , the sports meeting will be cancelled.

3. We will go to the zoo if all of us ( BAFE—i2 ) next week.

4.1 will be studying in the US next term if everything (HERImA]) .
5. Please let me know when you ( MEE AR S BUEfTIH R

VI. Rewrite the following sentences after the model.

Model ; He earns three times more money than he used to.

He earns fourth as much as he used to.

1. An ordinary subway train can be twice louder than the loudest jet.
2. She studies three times harder than I.
3. We've produced twice more cotton this year than ten years ago.
4. He has got three times more books than his sister.
5. This line is four times longer than that one.
Translation

VII. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. X AFBA —PI[E &, (have sth. in common)

2. hE B ERAEOREAEMFEIX RS o (community )

3 FE RSB ARAT AR SR 2FI B SRR . (specialize)

4. 55, AT T B2, (as a result)

5. fiEAEF B R MK E BB R . (eam one’s living)
VIIL Translate the passage into Chinese.

Lewis and Clark College in Portland has four thousand students. Housing costs eight
hundred dollars more than at the state school. The published tuition price is almost thirty-
four thousand dollars. Yet Lewis and Clark is one of the few American colleges to offer fi-
nancial aid for international students. Each year it awards financial aid to twenty students
from other countries. And it says the average award last year was nineteen thousand

dollars. That would make Lewis and Clark cheaper for international students.

. Passage B

To Study in the US

According to the latest statistics, there were 67723 Chinese students studying in the US
during the 2006-2007 academic year, increasing by 8.2% compared with the last year. Here
is some information about how to be an international student in the US.

One place to go for advice and information about American colleges and universities is an

8



i Unit 1 This Is America

Education USA Center. More than four hundred of these educational advising centers are loca-
ted around the world. The advisers at Education USA Centers do not charge any money for their
services. They help students find schools and get information about financial aid, admission
tests and visa requirements.

Another place to get information is at an educational fair. The Institute of International
Education has been organizing the United States Higher Education Fairs in Asia since nineteen
eighty-two. Last year, more than fourteen thousand students attended these fairs in China, In-
dia, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand and Vietnam.

Wherever you apply, you should start the application process at least two years before you
want to begin your studies. Completing the applications and any required admission tests will
take time.

Advisers say a student’s high school record is the most important consideration. But most
American schools require one of the two major college-entrance tests, SAT and ACT.

The SAT measures reasoning skills in math and language and includes an essay question.
The ACT is designed to measure what a student learned in high school. There are questions in
four skill areas: math, English, reading and science.

Most American colleges and universities require applicants for a bachelor’s degree to take
one of the tests. Some students take both. But now, some colleges and universities have
stopped requiring the tests.

The two major language tests for non-native English speakers are the TOEFL and the
IELTS. Most American colleges and universities accept one or both of the two major tests.

Tina Tan is the director of international student and scholar services. She says internation-
al students are paying a total of forty thousand two hundred dollars for this academic year.
Prices differ from school to school, but public colleges and universities usually cost less than
private ones.

Generally speaking, the university does not offer financial aid to international students.
Federal and state financial aid can only go to American citizens. Tina Tan says the federal
government requires international students to show on their applications how they will pay for
their first year of school. This evidence is a signed statement from whoever is paying for it and
confirmation from a bank or lawyer.

Immigration rules restrict employment for international students in the United States. In-
ternational students are permitted to work for the college or university they attend or for a busi-
ness at the school. But the business must directly provide a service to students. You could

work at the bookstore, for example, but not for a construction company that is building some-

thing on campus. Students who violate the terms of their visa for example, by working off-

could be sent home.

campus without permission



