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Alienation is the primary theme of Crime and Punishment. At
first. Raskolnikov's pride separates him from society. He sees
“himself as superior to all other people and so cannot relate to
anyone. Within his personal philosophy, he sees other people
as tools and uses them for his own ends. After committing the
murders, his isolation grows hecause of his intense guilt and
the half-delirium into which his guilt throws him.
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The Bedside Classics
of
Workd Litenature, Philosophy and Psychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics brings you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud additions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
ninth set of The Bedside Classics are:

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens ¥10.00
Bel-Ami by Guy de Maupassant ¥ 14.00
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky ¥ 35.00
Democracy in America Vol. 1 by Alexis de Tocqueville ¥ 35.00
Don Quixote Volume II by Miguel de Cervantes ¥ 36.00
Father Goriot by Honoré de Balzac ¥ 18.00
Gargantua and Pantagruel (First Three Books of Five Books)

by Frangois Rabelais ¥ 36.00
Gulliver's Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World

by Jonathan Swift ¥20.00
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott ¥32.00
Lost Illusions by Honoré de Balzac ¥40.00
My Antonia by Willa Cather ¥ 18.00
Romain Rolland: The Man and His Work by Stefan Zweig ¥ 20.00
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer ¥ 36.00

The Red and the Black: A Chronicle of 1830 by Stendhal ¥ 35.00
The She King (Vol. 11 of Two Volumes) translated
by James Legge ¥60.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional barcodes on the back

cover. Or call 024-23284321, 024-23284325.



Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821 - 1881) was a Russian
novelist, short story writer, essayist, journalist and
philosopher. Dostoyevsky's literary works explore
human psychology in the troubled political, social,
and spiritual atmosphere of 19th-century Russia, and
engage with a variety of philosophical and religious
themes.

His output consists of 11 novels, three novellas,
17 short novels and numerous other works including
Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov
(1880). Many literary critics rate him as one of the
greatest psychologists in world literature. His books
have been translated into more than 170 languages.
Dostoyevsky influenced a multitude of writers and
philosophers, from Anton Chekhov and Ernest
Hemingway to Friedrich Nietzsche and Jean-Paul
Sartre.
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More classics to be soon published are:

Essays of Michel de Montaigne Volume 2

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare by William
Shakespeare

Lady Chatterley's Lover by D. H. Lawrence

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Rorman Empire Volume
4 by Edward Gibbon

The History of Herodotus — Volume 2 by Herodotus

On War — Volume 2 by Carl von Clausewitz

The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 3 of 3) by Arthur Schopenhauer

Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte Volume 2 — Complete by Louis
Antoine Fauvelet de Bourrienne

Jesus the Christ by James E. Taimage

And many more. ..



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
Mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be congratulated
for its foresight and courage in making a new series of
world literary classics ( Bedside Classics) available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

[ am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

few words about Dostoyevsky himself may
help the English reader to understand his
work.

Dostoyevsky was the son of a doctor. His parents
were very hard-working and deeply religious people,
but so poor that they lived with their five children in
only two rooms. The father and mother spent their
evenings in reading aloud to their children, generally
from books of a serious character.

Though always sickly and delicate Dostoyevsky
came out third in the final examination of the
Petersburg school of Engineering. There he had
already begun his first work, "Poor Folk."

This story was published by the poet Nekrassov in
his review and was received with acclamations. The
shy, unknown youth found himself instantly something
of a celebrity. A brilliant and successful career seemed
to open before him, but those hopes were soon dashed.
In 1849 he was arrested.

Though neither by temperament nor conviction a
revolutionist, Dostoyevsky was one of a little group
of young men who met together to read Fourier
and Proudhon. He was accused of "taking part in
conversations against the censorship, of reading a
letter from Byelinsky to Gogol, and of knowing of the
intention to set up a printing press.” Under Nicholas
[. (that "stern and just man," as Maurice Baring calls
him) this was enough, and he was condemned to death.



2 CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

After eight months' imprisonment he was with twenty-
one others taken out to the Semyonovsky Square to be
shot. Writing to his brother Mihail, Dostoyevsky says:
"They snapped words over our heads, and they made
us put on the white shirts worn by persons condemned
to death. Thereupon we were bound in threes to
stakes, to suffer execution. Being the third in the row, |
concluded I had only a few minutes of life before me.
I thought of you and your dear ones and I contrived
to kiss Plestcheiev and Dourov, who were next to me,
and to bid them farewell. Suddenly the troops beat
a tattoo, we were unbound, brought back upon the
scaffold, and informed that his Majesty had spared us
our lives." The sentence was commuted to hard labour.

One of the prisoners, Grigoryev, went mad as soon
as he was untied, and never regained his sanity.

The intense suffering of this experience left a lasting
stamp on Dostoyevsky's mind. Though his religious
temper led him in the end to accept every suffering
with resignation and to regard it as a blessing in
his own case, he constantly recurs to the subject in
his writings. He describes the awful agony of the
condemned man and insists on the cruelty of inflicting
such torture. Then followed four years of penal
servitude, spent in the company of common criminals
in Siberia, where he began the "Dead House," and
some years of service in a disciplinary battalion.

He had shown signs of some obscure nervous
disease before his arrest and this now developed into
violent attacks of epilepsy, from which he suffered for
the rest of his life. The fits occurred three or four times
a year and were more frequent in periods of great
strain. In 1859 he was allowed to return to Russia. He
started a journal—"Vremya," which was forbidden by
the Censorship through a misunderstanding. In 1864
he lost his first wife and his brother Mihail. He was in
terrible poverty, yet he took upon himself the payment
of his brother's debts. He started another journal—



