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In the beginning of the seventh century many young Japanese
were sent to China in order to study the language of the scriptures.
It was inevitable, however, that during their stay in China they
should come in contact with all aspects of Chinese culture. Chinese
medicine at the time of the T ang dynasty was highly developed
compared with the medical practices of the Japanese. Buddhist
scholars returned to their island not only with a knowledge of the
Chinese script but also enriched by the knowledge of the medical art
of the Chinese. Chinese medicine soon came to supplant indigenous
Japanese practices. particularly after the study of the ideographs
had made Chinese medical texts available to many Japanese. From
then on—with slight modifications—Chinese medicine ruled
supreme in Japan until, in the late sixteenth century, Portugues

priests and, in the seventeenth century, the physicians’ of the Dutch
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East India Company introduced European medicine ( Ilza Veith,
1997: 72-173).
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Western medicine reached China in the early 17th century,
when the Jesuit fathers who had been trained in medicine and the
physicians employed by the East India Companies began to extend
their activities to Chinese patients. The first organized effort to
introduce Western medicine into China was made upon the
realization by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions that medicine could serve as an aid in the spreading of
Christianity. Following the inauguration of the Medical Missionary
Society in China in 1838, the scope of activity of Western medicine
increased rapidly, and in the last third of the 19" century a
considerable number of Chinese cities had well-run hospitals of fair
size. The same impetus contributed to the founding of several small
medical schools, some of which, during the 20" century. grew to

impressive proportions(llza Veith, 1997. 1).
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