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[ri]

[sun]

B~ gr+H

The initial character H resembles the
sun's shape, and the horizontal stroke in
the middle indicates that the sun is giving
off light.

BFE m calender
Big diary
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[yuél

[moon]

~D-P~A

The moon waxes and wanes, as does the
character for moon. The initial B contains
the semicircle D that represents the moon,
and the short vertical stroke | in the middle

is an indication that the moon is giving

off light.
B¥  yuéguang moonlight
BE  yuéliang moon
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[ming]

[bright]

q®—>@ —> »H}E]

The original BB character is composed of
symbols that represent both the sun and the
moon. The character suggests sunshine and
moonlight have the power to illuminate.

X  mingtian tomorrow
J¢BB  guangming light
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[chin]

=

[spring]

-G-8k

i in the original Z& character symbolizes

<0<

the grassland and @ represents the sun.
appears to be a seed which has a sprout on
top and root at the bottom. Together these
parts form a poetic scene: spring has come
and seeds under the ground begin to sprout
and grow, the lands are being covered with
green and nature overflows with life.

EX  chantian spring
=7 chanjié Spring Festival
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[hud]

K

[fire]

R S

The original X character resembles the
shape of a flame (Y with three points. There
are three points in the original character
because the number three was often used in

ancient China to express the meaning of

“many”.
XU  hudshan volcano
KZE  hudché train
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[guang]

\ |/
2

[light]

¥-3-hk

The original ¥ character ? looks like a
kneeling man m holding a torch ? The
structure of the original character simply
illustrates that fire brings light.

Byt yuéguang moonlight
Byt  muguang sight, vision



[z4i]

NV,

\NAZ

[disaster]

N 3

The original R characters L ; @ express
the meaning of disaster with a burning
house: ¥ represents the beam,
resembles the roof, and & indicates
the flame. Subsequently SR is also used
to indicate flood, drought, and plague.

XI hudzai fire disaster
KR shuizdi flood
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[wood]

- 1~

The original 7K character seems to be a tree
trunk | which has branches W at the
top and roots at the bottom. The character

contains the meaning of trees and timber.

AE muér wood ear
AL mutou wood




[gudl]

e

[fruit]

¢-2-§-%

The original 5 character \? looks like a
tree *with three fruits Q. So this character
can easily be seen to mean fruits or gains.

JKER  shuigud fruit
BF guozi fruit
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[shdan]

[mountain]

o> (|| =1

The original Ll character /Y resembles a
mountain with three peaks. To simplify the
writing of this character, each mountain
peak is later represented by a vertical stroke,
leading to the modern version, LL.

[

A

LLIZE  shanyang goat

W7k shanshui mountains and rivers



[yan]
i st o o
VAR

[cloud]

éf;-—»‘iz;-4>£%§-q>jigi'

The original z= character 5 contains a
curling line @) under the sky symbol =,
suggesting that air is flowing through
the sky.

Z=i@  yunhdi sea of clouds
=&  yundud flaky clouds



NIN
NS

[rain]

”'—»01—*5:’»:;
(N UL

The original [ character [T contains a
horizontal line — that represents the
sky with vertical dashes representing
water ::: underneath it; the character
symbolizes that rain is falling from

the sky.

7K yushui rainfall
R&  yuy raincoat



[shul]

7|<

[water]

W) W)

-> -> x4
l‘ ‘\‘ Ir\ 7. K
The original 7K character :{- resembles a

river 1 throwing spray :'; into the air. \ @

\eo
7K yushui rainfall b

7K  shuigud fruit




[tian]

[field]

~@-B-H

FH has both a horizontal and a vertical stroke

in a square [7], thus forming four grids; the
character symbolizes paths crisscrossing

in a field.

Hith  tignd farmland
HE  xintian heart
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