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With an area of about 243,000 sq km, Britain is just about 600 miles from north to south. It is
therefore possible to travel to any part of the country within one day.

Britain is an island country, surrounded by the sea. It is separated from the rest of Europe by the
English Channel (3 F]# 1% ) in the south and the North Sea ({L#E) in the east.

The English Channel between England and France is quite narrow and the narrowest part is called
the Strait of Dover ( Z k). In May 1994, the “Chunnel” ( Channel Tunnel) which joins England
and France was open to traffic. The United Kingdom is divided politically into four parts and they are:
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The central problem of translating has always been whether to translate

literally or freely. The argument has been going since at least the first century (1)
BC.
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_ ., E%& ( Country Name )

o EH MR R KA KAt & /R 22864 T E ( The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) , & #RE%-S F [E ( the United Kingdom ) 8% [ ( Britain) ,

(o) Bl ( National Flag )

“K”FH(Union Jack) , 2EERK T, KSR LR 2: 1, HIREIK ~1I 1 =
ML HEKFHR. BHH AL EE+F (Red Cross) R k /A
HE#g 2= SF 17 (Patron Saint of England ) 2373 (Saint George) , F 338 X

4% % 9 B 2 <F 4 B ( Patron Saint of Scotland) % % 7 (Saint Pl Bl By
Andrew) , 418,38 X+ FAR T /R 22 SF M (Patron Saint of Ireland ) - 1fi4% BL 7 ( Saint Patrick ) , I
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_._. E# ( National Emblem )

P TR ERF LI —BUEB (shield) , B A LAME T AR
EE=R4W, 2IEHH 2 (England) ; 5 E A AL R E 0T 2000
(the rampant lion) , RAE 75 4% >= (Scotland ) ; 22 F A ABEIK L& HAKSF
(harp) , RIEF/R 2% (Ireland) . JERFME B — L8 T R FEHHE 2
H) Wi (crowned lion) Fl— R AR IF 4 22 B9 5 A B (unicon ) Xk E . &
BEABRHEXEE - MES, Bh LA EH” (Honi soit qui mal y
pense) ; T i B HEE 5% 0 B ( Order of the Garter) , it L E5&F“ XA Lk
7%, A PF)” (Dieu et mon droit) , JER I W BAKENSBELE FEELNLBELN
WiF . JEFMAILGE A BOR (rose, RAETEHE 22 ) , &l (thistle, RAE T4 22 ) , JE3E (leek , RAE BL/R
=) LA e =i B (shamrock , RAEE /R =) .

_. E# ( National Anthem )
(FHitcE) (God Save the Queen) . WNFENIHEBWER =, HIKMCH God Save the King,

o s, B ERAE BV RERRKH
(o) El7E ( National Flower )

BB (Rose)
(o E5 (National Bird )

41 994 ( European Robin) , X #ME 5, AMMHEFIE" L2 57 BREEABRAE BEK
B —F/N S i, 1960 fF3E E ERBEA R ENEY

Eﬂ Geography b 8 &

The British Isles ( A% Hi#f ) are a group of islands situated off the continent of Europe. The
British state is made up of Great Britain (England, Wales, and Scotland) and Northern Ireland.

(3) (—) Geographical Features HiF¥/i

With an area of about 243,000 sq km, Britain is just about 600 miles from north to south. It is
therefore possible to travel to any part of the country within one day.

Britain is an island country, surrounded by the sea. It is separated from the rest of Europe by the
English Channel (375 ] %) in the south and the North Sea (L) in the east.

The English Channel between England and France is quite narrow and the narrowest part is called
the Strait of Dover ( Z{#¥#lt). In May 1994, the “Chunnel” ( Channel Tunnel ) which joins England
and France was open to traffic. The United Kingdom is divided politically into four parts and they are:

<! England

England occupies the largest, southern part of Great Britain with Wales to its west and Scotland to
its north, which takes up nearly 60% of the whole island. The Pennies (F55°Il1ik) are the principal
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mountain chain.

Q Scotland

Scotland is in the north of Great Britain. There are three natural zones: () the Highlands in the
north and Ben Nevis (4~ 4E#1l1), the highest mountain in Britain (1,343 m) is located there;
@ the central Lowlands, the most important area in Scotland which contains most of the industry and
population; (3) the southern uplands.

Though the Gaelic language ( 3 /K& ) is still heard in the Highlands and the Western Isles,
English is spoken all over Scotland.

Edinburgh (% T £) is the capital of Scotland.

Q Wales

Wales is in the west of Great Britain, most of which is mountainous. Cardiff is the capital. ( fillf]
FAEBUR 8 R BB R, A F BU/R 7R i SR RO A R FE/R gk )
o Northern Ireland

Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland. ( D1 /R B H74F RAb & /R 22 i e Kkl o)

&) (=) Rivers and Lakes 3 51

Rivers play a very important role in the country’s economy. The great ports of London, Liverpool
and Glasgow are all connected to the sea by rivers. The longest river is the Severn River ( Z£3CJ).
The second and most important river is the Thames River ( Z£H& 177 ) , which is very favorable for
transportation. Oxford is also on the Thames. River Clyde ( 734 ) is the most important river in
Scotland. The Lake District (#[X ) in northwest England is one of the most popular tourist attractions in
Britain, which is the home of the famous lake poet William Wordsworth.

The largest lake in Britain is the Lough Neagh ( 4f##) in Northern Ireland.

@) (=) Climate 5%

The climate is generally mild and temperate. It often has frequent changes but has few extremes of

temperature. It has a favorable maritime ( %71 ) climate—winters are mild and summers are cool
and it has a steady reliable rainfall.

Since Britain’s climate is of the maritime type, cool temperatures, frequent cloudy days and
rainstorms characterize it. The weather is so changeable that sometimes one can experience four seasons
in a single day.

Britain is an island country, which lies between latitude 50 and 60 degrees north. Compared with
other countries of the same latitudes, it has a more moderate climate, which is influenced by three factors

® The surrounding waters tend to balance the seasonal differences by heating up the land in winter

and cooling it off in summer.

® The prevailing southeast winds blow over the country, bringing warm and wet air in winter and

keeping the temperature moderate.

® The North Atlantic Drift (L K FAHEBE L) , which is a warm current, passes the western coast of

the British Isles and warms them.

EE Population A [ P

) (—) Population Structure A F1%5H)
The total population of the United Kingdom is around 63 million, with the largest number of people

TEM-8 | 7
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living in England.
The population of Britain is made up mainly of the English, the Scottish, the Welsh, the Irish, the
Northern Irish and other peoples.

® The English are Anglo-Saxons (& -#58# A) and they have many differences in regional
speech.

® The Scots are hospitable and generous.

® The Welsh are emotional and cheerful people. They are music lovers and are proud of their past.

e Irish is the official language of the Republic of Ireland and English is the second. Irish is the
favored language of Irish nationalists who wish to preserve cultural apartness from Britain.

@ () Ethnic Groups J%

Because of its long tradition of accommodating immigrants and refugees and because it is part of a
multiracial Commonwealth, Britain contains a diversity of peoples.

The highest concentration of ethnic minorities is in London and some other large cities.

EE London, the Capital 'é%‘liﬁ?%ﬁ

The oldest part of the capital, the city of London is situated on the north bank of the River
Thames. Here are also the Royal Courts of Justice and St. Paul’s Cathedral ( Z{#£% KX# ). Further
up the Thames is the City of Westminster where are the Houses of Parliament containing the bell tower of
Big Ben and the government offices of Whitehall ({f4#Z /K, H/T ). Nearby are the National Gallery,
Westminster Abbey and the royal residences of Buckingham Palace ( 47X & ) and St. James’ Palace
(XBEBLE).

Tower of London ({&2{3% ), one of the most famous buildings in the world, sitting alongside the
Thames River, was constructed following the Norman Conquest in the 11th century by William the
Conqueror.

As a world cultural center, London contains museums and galleries of all kinds, of which the largest
and oldest is the British Museum.

Wembley Stadium is the site of the Football Association Cup Final and Wimbledon the site of the
International Lawn Tennis Championship ({84 /K% , i T& BT , B3 2 6 E PR MER L 3E# ) .

[:m Brief History f& 58

(3) (—) Early Settlers S1j3E:

The first known settlers of Britain were the Iberians (fFELF| T A ). The Celts (FL/R4EA) began
to arrive in about 700 BC and kept coming until the arrival of the Romans. They were ancestors of the
highland Scots, the Irish and the Welsh.

(3) (=) Roman Britain % T8 F Ky KR
Between 1st to 5th century, Britain was under the Roman occupation. Julius Caesar ( | #)

invaded Britain for the first time in 55 BC and in 43 AD the Emperor Claudius ( 5255i# F ) invaded
Britain successfully.

The Romans built a network of towns and roads. The Romans also brought the new religion,
Christianity, to Britain.

The Romans remained in control of Britain for nearly 400 years. However, they had no impact on
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