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CPreface

Huang Guiyuan

Tianjin is a young city with a short history compared to that
of many ancient capital cities in China. Its geographic location
and political and cultural backgrounds, however, pushed the city
to the foreground in modern Chinese history. The modern poetry
of China, with the publication of Hu Shi’s Batterfly in New Youth
in 1917 as its beginning, has spanned one hundred years, along
with which came the new poetry of Tianjin. The city is where
Liang Qichao, the initiator of “poetry revolution”, spent much
of his life. In 1914, Li Shutong, a native of Tianjin, composed his
masterpiece Farewell, which has been considered by some scholars
the first piece of modern Chinese poetry. All these are evidence
of the significance of new poetry of Tianjin in Chinese literature.
Its development and growth would not have been possible without
the literary efforts of Liang Qichao, Li Shutong, L.i Dazhao, Zhou
Enlai, Deng Yingchao, Cao Yu, Mu Dan, Xin D1, Lu Li, A Long
and Sun Li, whose contribution to the new poetry of Tianjin has
left eternal marks in the history of Chinese poetry.

Looking through the modern and contemporary history
of Chinese literature, we find it interesting that among all the lite-
rary genres, only poetry has a special reference to modern poems,
while the other terms, like prose, fiction and drama, do not denote
in particular the new type of literary development. This somehow

shows that new poetry, as an exceptional poetic creation mode, has
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been warmly and widely received. Classical poems, art of all arts,
had been dominating the ancient literature for long, but they were
soon replaced by the poems in new forms which have undergone
unprecedented development as the main stream of Chinese lite-
rature. Inspired by the city’s poetic and cultural traditions and their
individual pursuit of art, the poets in Tianjin, in response to the
call of the times, have been devoting themselves to experimenting,
transforming and perfecting the mode of writing new poems, and
have thus played an indispensable role in modern Chinese literatute.
New Poetry in Tianjin (1917-2016 ) is an outline of the development
of new poems in this area and a collection of a great variety of styles.
The presentation of both the original poems and the English
versions can help the readers better understand the history of the
new poems in Tianjin and appreciate their poetic creativity.

What’s more, most of the works in this anthology are selected
from newspapers and magazines. However, the increasing popularity
of E-publications has shattered the once dominating existence of
paper media and the online literature has been setting the scene for
a great literary renovation. Poems published online have become
a major means for the poets to express and exchange their under-
standing of the world and the human beings, which will inject new
vitality into the growth of Tianjin poetry. This is our belief and ear-

nest hope.
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