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Learning objectives

To take notes selectively whilst listening;
To identify main ideas whilst listening;
To identify and use key points in describing events;

To understand, describe and evaluate events/figures objectively.

Focused listening & speaking

Task 1

Listening to lectures and taking notes involve more than language skills. Rather, lecture
comprehension and note-taking require skills in evaluating information (deciding what needs to be
focused on and noted), judging how one idea relates to others, and predicting upcoming information.
This task is to help students know how to listen to a lecture and take notes: determining what is
important, using key words and symbols, abbreviations and mind mapping, listening for key ideas,
predicting the content and listening for details.

Usually, semantic words, such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc. contain key information in
a sentence. But why do we take notes? To pass an examination? To recall lecture information? To
remember a series of numbers? So the purpose of listening is very important. For an examination, we
can write down the words concerning the questions presented. For remembering numbers, we can
note down all the numbers when we are listening. But for recalling information in a lecture, we may
pay attention to discourse markers, structures and relationships among the sentences in order to take
effective notes. For example:
> I want to stress that Martin Luther King Jr. was not alone in his struggle for civil rights.
From “I want to stress”, we know the following content is important.

> I liked Terminator 3 because of the great special effects. I enjoyed the acting as well.

The phrase “as well” marks additional information and shows there are two reasons why the speaker

liked the movie. :

Once one knows the purpose of listening, one can put emphasis on different parts and take notes
 selecti tively. y




@ Listen to the following sentences and write down semantic words you think are
important (which may remind you of the content of the sentence). Then write down
the sentences after checking notes with your partner.

n

Task 2

@ Listen to the following conversation and then fill in the blanks with the help of your
notes after checking with your partner.

A: Have you noticed that some famous people and entrepreneurs die prematurely?

B:  Yes, the number of city dwellers suffering from 1)

A: What do you mean by “poor health”?

B: “Poor health” means there is no diagnosis of 2) , but a condition
known as “sub-health”.

A:  Yes, I have heard about sub-health. It is marked by 3) , low energy

levels and a poor 4)

B: There was a survey held in 16 cities with populations of over 1 million. It showed

5) of urban Chinese have been suffering from 6)

A: It was reported that the problem is most prevalent among 7) , clerks

and other white-collar workers with 8)

B: The sub-health condition must cause great concern for the whole country. Otherwise

it will exert direct 9) on China’s long-term development and

History




10)

A: Iagree. Do you know the main reasons of early death?

B: I think 11) poor disease prevention knowledge, inadequate
governmental investment and 12) are the main reasons.

A: So we should try to educate people and prevent the sub-health problem.

B: According to experts, Chinese medicine can 13) fighting sub-health.

Traditional Chinese medicine can well surpass that of health care foods and will have no

negative effect on the 14) if it’s carried out appropriately.

A: Can you give us any suggestions about traditional Chinese ways to relieve sub-health
problems?
B: I think foot massage is a very good practice. Professional foot massages can effectively

15) , ease tiredness and 16)

~ A: Thope all people will be healthy and live happily.

Task 3

@ Listen to the recording twice. Listen for the main idea the first time and then for the
details the second time.

Listen for the main idea (first listening):
What are the three important steps to become a good conversationalist?

To become a good conversationalist,

Listen for the details (second listening):

1. What can be done to start a conversation?

2. What is the best way to keep the conversation going?

3. What are the signals that will bring the conversation to its close?




. Section €} p
Listening & speaking for
kcc:mmunication

Task &4

Work in groups to talk about an important historical figure. Then one member of each
group will be selected to describe the historical figure in front of the class. Please try to
present what, when, where, why, who and how clearly in your description. The following
questions may help you in your description.

Who is the person?

What happened to the person?
When did the event happen?
Why did the event happen?

How did the event happen?

Task 5

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

Conversation 1
1. A. Because it was difficult to distinguish blood ties.
B. Because it would help to give birth to healthy babies.
C. Because it would endanger the family position of the mother.
D. Because it would make a mess of the family unit.
2. A. Why surnames appeared.
B. How surnames developed.

C. How important surnames were.




D. When surnames began to exist.

Conversation 2

1.

A. Fishermen got the idea from their ancestors.

B. Fishermen found it by accident when they were at sea.

C. It was found according to historical documents.

D. Fishermen got the idea according to the materials they caught in their fishnets.
A. Passenger ship. B. Cargo ship.

C. Passenger and cargo ships. D. Fishing ship.

A. Teams of divers could get the entire ship back to the surface.

B. People could make a survey of the ship in the water.

C. Nothing should be done to the ship.

D. The ship could be taken apart in order to get it up to the surface.

Passage 1

1.

3.

A. All the western countries.

B. All over the world.

C. All the western industrialized countries.
D. All the eastern industrialized countries.

A. Farmers let the crops become rotten in the fields because they couldn’t pay for the gathering

of the crops.
B. Wall Street investors disappeared because they felt disappointed with the stock market.
C. Millions of people were unemployed because of the bankruptcy of banks.
D. Half of the population became homeless because of steep declines of industrial output.
A. Relief and reform approaches helped America to get out of the Great Depression.
B. World War II enabled America to get out of the difficult situation.
C. President Franklin D. Roosevelt put forward workable measures.

D. American people changed the difficult situation together.

Passage 2
1.

A. The deaths and wounded soldiers.
B. The high tax paid by people.
C. The large sum of money used in the war.

D. More than 40,000 young men being required to serve in the army each month.




