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The Bedside Classics
of
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Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
seventh set of The Bedside Classics are:

Ben-Hur by Lew Wallace 36.00
Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman 46.00
From the Earth to the Moon by Jules Verne 19.00
The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot 35.00
The Odyssey by Homer 18.00
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

by Robert Louis Stevenson 20.00
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire Vol. 11

by Edward Gibbon - 29.00
The Beautiful and Damned by F. Scott Fitzgerald 23.00
Vanity Fair by William Makepeace Thackeray 49.00
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns by Robert Burns 50.00
An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding Vol. I

by John Locke 26.00
The Great Learning & The Doctrine of the Mean translated

by James Legge 15.00
The Works of Mencius translated by James Legge 58.00
Uncle Tom s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 31.00
On the Origin of Species by Charles Darwin 25.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional barcodes on the back
cover. Or call 024-23284321, 024—_23284325.



John Locke

John Locke (1632-1704) was an English philosopher
and physician, widely regarded as one of the most
influential of Enlightenment thinkers and commonly
known as the "Father of Liberalism". Considered one
of the first of the British empiricists, following the
tradition of Sir Francis Bacon, he is equally important
to social contract theory. His work greatly affected the
development of epistemology and political philosophy.
An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding is the
masterpiece for mankind.

His writings influenced Voltaire and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, many Scottish Enlightenment thinkers,
as well as the American revolutionaries. His
contributions to classical republicanism and liberal
theory are reflected in the United States Declaration of
Independence.
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More classics to be soon published are:

Essays of Michel de Montaigne Volume 2

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare by William
Shakespeare

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra Volume 2

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire Volume
3 by Edward Gibbon

The History of Herodotus — Volume 2 by Herodotus

On War — Volume 2 by Carl von Clausewitz

The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 3 of 3) by Arthur Schopenhauer

Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte Volume 2 — Complete by Louis
Antoine Fauvelet de Bourrienne

Jesus the Christ by James E. Talmage

And Bedside Chinese Classics
And many more...



' General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
Mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocatjonal, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be congratulated
for its foresight and courage in making a new series of
world literary classics ( Bedside Classics) available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing



BEAENESERERES . B E. BA
WEMEG, EHRWTAH “WAEERE, EXELT
B " SO B TFHBMAETTEREALZK, BT
B, ABFARENER, h5E—4 “BHGRAE
7, EmRM Mk, RE—ERH, THE—HZ
¥ kS P AWE, RRWAAE “LHERT" , X4
50 NUIRER B B BER,

WORLE, AEMEENFERES, TUMLE
b, WEkmR, WEAT, TEHR, TENE., 5
BT R R AEH PR NI R XA
i, RMARKNREEY., EERE K} T
(bBER) M (EEH) %, “BAAETZR"
METH (Md) 2 (ERE) (ARE) B (X%
BY . BREMR—FERERE - REHNY (LA
B BA-AERREHG) &£, tERBTHLEHE—
HWELNREDLE - bl (BEFHIE) UK (F
WETHMIL) %, BEELTSFRERY (B ALY
BiEmEHR) R (RANRE) 2% HABBHOE
I FIE, BT ARENTR, LENEERET
THAFFBHRENEET Y,



REZELGMWmAE., EFEEFAAY, ©H
YNZHLEFTRBAE, EERFHEEEA, HFEA
FH/ERY - FRYEAN (BREBEEELR) BAX
T, BRTEHSHEZ RN LY X R, MXFTHE.
“EILEFAaZEzES, B UAREEAX AL,
RREFHERLZREN, 7

Z2HLE, FMRALEEL, EARATZZF
EFEBH SR, EREFRRAK. FRMBHKFEZH
fEd, BMEE-NERBM: RUHEARHEEX,
BEFTHENREL, |

ERMEHETURNE AL E, R2FE, BF
TR EKE B, MRFANNKRSEREH, &
HZEEREY, dEEHRE, FTLRNOMHA. 5
EH, CEESHARESEH, RFERABNHE
BEER, FEAFTHEEIHNARTLAERNT £
Rz, |

KELHELE, DAZKRT GELHLZF U,
ARBAH#BFEXRETEENXZESN 2. AF
L&, RERAMREERMEES Y, FAREKS
ZHEREEE, X—F%, RAFARKEE L,
AYHLEAALYK B, X—FLLUFR2KEEN
T, MEERAMT BHANMARERZEEZHL FE NN
¥, MEEAERGFAEZ2HELZNIEL, ERELT
BB

HTARBBRAEREFBRERE “&KEHFEE X
E” ZIAH, BREAAFT LG LR HRATH., KA
=, XERTHMAE, bRy nEnEiERks



5

BESERINAE, EHFBANTRALAZZ2HERN
i, —F2RHI KREEEHFE, KAPELEURF
ERENBEEN “REBEELE"

FESEEAFREFER
b s FE A LR T
WREXFFRE PO EHE

SEEEX¥FLLE2K

KPH B
201347 H T4 x



Is This Book for You?
AEXESXEEFRIAFNEE NG

— “REBATENE" BBz
(AKIEMRIL) S

T X

W - BE (1632—1704) , KEZLT SR,
BREFHER. BUTFRESRAY, BELEH.

A EHE60% B, MR T XA AR L
Y AWEE (AKERB) , CHREE 4 7R
EAAEORRERRENE R, TEER A%
SRR, EHLLREE” HATT RN N
%, REMFEN “AREETARENEE" %4
HETRF. AEUN, £ “BR” “BF , if
ECRAH REKE LEF WEREEEETA
MARZE, ER “BR" R “BF" AANANH
EWER., B, AEEHLERAN, FEBR, U
A 4598 T b

BEE (AXEMD) XBHEAERBER, &
R AT B, W BB e £ 8 T B
Mo Bl BAHRT, RREALLTELT EA.
AEBN2IHLT, BEELEENFS B #xK K
(AREMB) , b FMBEHTEERRRE LM E



2

By taE,

B FEFHAOS I, R bhEFSHELEE.
MAEERTHBER, X, AR EELIA LR
Fo BR, it RPE T H S5, 4650, EH
XTI, ZFUAREEFHFITELE T, ZEAIMF
FrEm=K HBEEFK. ZERFAXHTIFEM®
TRE MRS T AR —BREE, FEHERE
THR, EEHRTRERELWNPIEERERL (BFEE)
(Epistola de tolerantia) .

FHidE, SR NAMEEHEXE, —HEXE,
gt X3 (AXERR) FRILTHBRAE, B H
Wja, ERIERARIRERA KT, FX, REEH4
ZE, —EMXBEEHATFEHGEIT, 2 EE
F, —HHKRT ENMITIR,

EREME, BRr—4AHhFTHREE. #E. Z%
MERFTEHNARFR KOO ARG LE,. (A
RERA) REENYER: BREARHANLR
BERAGHN, ¥EWN, nHERN, R NWTFEEA
ikk, —VMW—NHkETEE, TFARAEXEAR
e T—WREFSLUHFAHNERF AmHBE “%
REEHN” WA EHE, THERBRAEF 2
A, WA RRBREX L, B4 THARBEAZER, &
£, BMNTPEHFRYEHAEILARTFEFATHNLE
ﬁﬁﬁ“%ﬁﬁﬂi”%%%o~W#ﬁ%XE$%
GAXETF, MAREXRFAEN, XHRAESTFE
AR, TRERERZE R, EXTFFEEXR—ERZT
FTHRERBRENBFAXRN, FE—CEENEE, &7
BT BRENANGE L, Bl mxtx i xidiny
¥R BRuH—FhK, HE, MEUREMN, X—



3

MEEZAAERTANSRARR. Hik, AR
WARBES AR L BRI

£E, $Fikl, B —AFEHLERARE X
KB i, XMFRARRABRL, 5kt R
t, MRGBMIE, Uk, SEARARESE “bat
KE" Wk, RADMAY, AN “BEE”
EAWRE, LFRFTHRAGSLFELG S M, F
B, MREAEHERS, BNRH (WA EENEN
%) BH, ARLFNARE, HARAEND, TR
19, T4 10 B O R S A L i R Y

B2, BEE (AXERL) bl REALN
MFENEAFM, bR —HEHAXES KM E AN
M, HABSHNHE, BHENEN, FFET
HAXWBYERERDATA LA, AXETHRIN
HE, AR ERLAZERS TS0, MR
RARFE L7 LB ERA A, TREREHAR
BB WEEM 5k,



ety
%"

INTRODUCTION

1. An Inquiry into the Understanding pleasant and
useful.

Since it is the UNDERSTANDING that sets man
above the rest of sensible beings, and gives him all the
advantage and dominion which he has over them; it is
certainly a subject, even for its nobleness, worth our
labour to inquire into. The understanding, like the eye,
whilst it makes us see and perceive all other things,
takes no notice of itself; and it requires and art and
pains to set it at a distance and make it its own object.
But whatever be the difficulties that lie in the way of
this inquiry; whatever it be that keeps us so much in
the dark to ourselves; sure I am that all the light we
can let in upon our minds, all the acquaintance we
can make with our own understandings, will not only
be very pleasant, but bring us great advantage, in
directing our thoughts in the search of other things.

2. Design.

This, therefore, being my purpose—to inquire
into the original, certainty, and extent of HUMAN
KNOWLEDGE, together with the grounds and
degrees of BELIEF, OPINION, and ASSENT;—I shall
not at present meddle with the physical consideration
of the mind; or trouble myself to examine wherein
its essence consists; or by what motions of our spirits
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or alterations of our bodies we come to have any
SENSATION by our organs, or any IDEAS in our
understandings; and whether those ideas do in their
formation, any or all of them, depend on matter or not.
These are speculations which, however curious and
entertaining, I shall decline, as lying out of my way
in the design I am now upon. It shall suffice to my
present purpose, to consider the discerning faculties
of a man, as they are employed about the objects
which they have to do with. And I shall imagine I
have not wholly misemployed myself in the thoughts I
shall have on this occasion, if, in this historical, plain
method, I can give any account of the ways whereby
our understandings come to attain those notions of
things we have; and can set down any measures of the
certainty of our knowledge; or the grounds of those
persuasions which are to be found amongst men, so
various, different, and wholly contradictory; and yet
asserted somewhere or other with such assurance
and confidence, that he that shall take a view of the
opinions of mankind, observe their opposition, and
at the same time consider the fondness and devotion
wherewith they are embraced, the resolution and
eagerness wherewith they are maintained, may
perhaps have reason to suspect, that either there is
no such thing as truth at all, or that mankind hath no
sufficient means to attain a certain knowledge of it.

3. Method.

It 1s therefore worth while to search out the bounds
between opinion and knowledge; and examine by
what measures, in things whereof we have no certain
knowledge, we ought to regulate our assent and
moderate our persuasion. In order whereunto 1 shall
pursue this following method:-—— First, I shall inquire
into the original of those ideas, notions, or whatever
else you please to call them, which a man observes,
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and is conscious to himself he has in his mind; and
the ways whereby the understanding comes to be
furnished with them.

Secondly, I shall endeavour to show what knowledge
the understanding hath by those ideas; and the certainty,
evidence, and extent of it.

Thirdly, I shall make some inquiry into the nature
and grounds of FAITH or OPINION: whereby I mean
that assent which we give to any proposition as true,
of whose truth yet we have no certain knowledge. And
here we shall have occasion to examine the reasons
and degrees of ASSENT.

4. Useful fo know the Extent of our Comprehension.

If by this inquiry into the nature of the understanding,
I can discover the powers thereof;, how far they reach;
to what things they are in any degree proportionate;
and where they fail us, I suppose it may be of use to
prevail with the busy mind of man to be more cautious
in meddling with things exceeding its comprehension;
to stop when it is at the utmost extent of its tether;
and to sit down in a quiet ignorance of those things
which, upon examination, are found to be beyond the
reach of our capacities. We should not then perhaps
be so forward, out of an affectation of an universal
knowledge, to raise questions, and perplex ourselves
and others with disputes about things to which our
understandings are not suited; and of which we cannot
frame in our minds any clear or distinct perceptions,
or whereof (as it has perhaps too often happened) we
have not any notions at all. If we can find out how
far the understanding can extend its view; how far it
has faculties to attain certainty; and in what cases it
can only judge and guess, we may learn to content
ourselves with what is attainable by us in this state.



