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Abstract

Based on the theory of regional and national innovation system and after elu-
cidating national strategies like the Belt and Road Initiative. western region de-
velopment and coordinated development between regions, this chapter explores
the relationship between innovation development in the western region of China

and many factors. Five core indicators are employed to describe the status quo of
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different region’s innovation capacities, such as all time equivalent of R&.D per-
sonnel of industrial enterprises above designated scale, the R&.D expenditure as a
proportion of GDP, ete, Data in recent years has been adopted to evaluate and
compare to find out the weakness and challenges that western region are facing
with. The chapter suggests to focus on five innovation fields. three innovation
supporting elements and two platforms when building western regional innovation
system, and seize the opportunity of implementing the 13" five-year plan for the
large-scale development of the western region. Specifically, they are factors like
industrial innovation and upgrading, enterprise independent innovation, urban
innovation ability, social inclusive innovation, eco-technology innovation. and
finance. talents, research funds to support innovation, as well as industry-univer-
sity-research collaboration and international openness and cooperation. Some targeted

suggestions are proposed for the further innovation development in the west region.
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