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To Our Students

Welcome to the Chinese Characters Workbook of New Practical Chinese Reader!

Each level of New Practical Chinese Reader (3rd Edition, Amotated in English) is composed
of a Textbook, a Workbook, an Tnstructor & Manual, a Companion Reader, a book of Tests and
Qluizzes, and a Chinese Characters Workbook to saﬁsfy teachers’ and students’ different needs
inside and outside the classroom. ;Z\mong them, the Chinese Characters Workbook is for students
(n other words, you) to practice af’rer class. Based on the Chinese characters know|edge and
exercises in the Textbook, this book provicles ‘FMV‘H’\BV‘ l(r\owleclge about Chinese characters and
compv‘elf\ensive training in the recognition, writing, memorization and use of Chinese characters.

Vou'll fim:] the fo"owing fem‘w‘es of the Chinese Characters Workbook which can eﬁécﬁvdy
advance youwr Chinese learning process:

1. Jt enables you to leam Chinese characters in a comprehensive and systematic way. The
Chinese Characters Workbook includes all the new characters (exclusive of proper nouns and
supplementary words) that have appeared in each lesson of the Textbook. Each character comes
with its pronunciation, form, meaning, strokes, stroke order, radical as well as a word it is used in so
as to weinforce your recoghnition, writing, memory and use of the character.

2. J+ pays attention to the basics and strives to be rudimen’rary and easy. For each character,
the direction and rules of writing each stroke are given to lf\elp you master the correct rules fov‘
writing Chinese characters and summarize the regularities in writing strokes of Chinese characters
and also to drive away your thought of Chinese characters as irregular pictwes and prevent you
from tracing and copying Chinese characters in a blind and random way.

3. Jt pays attention to a gradual increase in difficulty. The design of the characters writing
exercises forms a gradient. First, characters are provided for you to trace and copy following the
given illustration of strokes; then, the “crutches” are removed and you have to do independen+
characters writing based on the given illustration of strokes and stroke order.

4. The recognition and memorization of radicals are reinforced. The majority of Chinese
characters are pic’rop[f\oneﬁc. Once you've learned to recognize the semantic radical of a

character and guess the meaning of the character based on the radical, you "Il be able to learn more



successfully with less eﬁ(om‘ invested. The radical of every character in the Chinese Characters
Workbook is marked in bold to lf\elp you accumulate knowledge about radicals, cleepen your
LW\CIE'.I"‘S"‘C\V\C“V\Q of the components and semantic radicals of Chinese characters, and make it easier
for you to master the forms and meanings of Chinese characters.

5.Chinese characters come in both simplified and complex forms, catering to the different needs
of yours. This book has different requirements regarding simplified and complex characters. For
simplified characters, you are supposed to be able to both recognize and write them; for complex
characters, however, you are only required to recognize them. Of course, adjustments may be made
according to what your teacher requires of you.

Now, are youready? Let’'s follow New Practical Chinese Reader and begin our journey with

Chinese characters!
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Lesson 1 How have you been lately
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