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The Bedside Classics
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Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics brings you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud additions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
ninth set of The Bedside Classics are:

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens ¥10.00
Bel-Ami by Guy de Maupassant ¥ 14.00
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky ¥ 35.00
Democracy in America Vol. | by Alexis de Tocqueville ¥ 35.00
Deon Quixote Volume 11 by Miguel de Cervantes ¥ 36.00
Father Goriot by Honoré de Balzac ¥ 18.00
Gargantua and Pantagruel (First Three Books of Five Books)

by Frang¢ois Rabelais ¥ 36.00
Gulliver's Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World

by Jonathan Swift ¥ 20.00
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott ¥32.00
Lost Hllusions by Honoré de Balzac ¥ 40.00
My Antonia by Willa Cather ¥18.00
Romain Rolland: The Man and His Work by Stefan Zweig ¥ 20.00
The Canterbury Tales by Geofirey Chaucer ¥ 36.00

The Red and the Black: A Chronicle of 1830 by Stendhal ¥ 35.00
The She King (Vol. 1l of Two Volumes) translated
by James Legge ¥60.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional barcodes on the back
cover. Or call 024-23284321, 024-23284325.



Honoré de Balzac

Honoré de Balzac (20 May 1799 - 18 August 1850)
was a French novelist and playwright. The novel
sequence La Comédie humaine, which presents a
panorama of post-Napoleonic French life, is generally
viewed as his magnum opus. Owing to his keen
observation of detail and unfiltered representation of
society, Balzac is regarded as one of the founders of
realism in European literature.
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More classics to be soon published are:

Essays of Michel de Montaigne Volume 2

The Complete Works of Willlam Shakespeare by William
Shakespeare

Lady Chatterley's Lover by D. H. Lawrence

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire Volume
4 by Edward Gibbon

The History of Herodotus — Volume 2 by Herodotus
On War — Volume 2 by Carl von Clausewitz
The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 3 of 3) by Arthur Schopenhauer

Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte Volume 2 — Complete by Louis
Antoine Fauvelet de Bourrienne

Jesus the Christ by James E. Taimage

And many more. ..



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
Mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be congratulated
for its foresight and courage in making a new series of
world literary classics ( Bedside Classics) available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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PREPARER'S NOTE

The trilogy known as Lost Illusions consists of:

Two Poets
A Distinguished Provincial at Paris
Eve and David

In many references parts one and three are combined
under the title Lost Illusions and A Distinguished
Provincial at Paris is given its individual title.
Following this trilogy is a sequel, Scenes from a
Courtesan's Life, which is set directly following the
end of Eve and David.



INTRODUCTION

he longest, without exception, of Balzac's

books, and one which contains hardly any
passage that is not very nearly of his best, //lusions
Perdues suffers, 1 think, a little in point of composition
from the mixture of the Angouleme scenes of its first
and third parts with the purely Parisian interest of
Un Grand Homme de Province. 1t is hardly possible
to exaggerate the gain in distinctness and lucidity of
arrangement derived from putting Les Deux Poetes
and Eve et David (a much better title than that which
has been preferred in the Edition Definitive) together
in one volume, and reserving the greatness and
decadence of Lucien de Rubempre for another. It 1s
distinctly awkward that this should be divided, as it
is itself an enormous episode, a sort of Herodotean
parenthesis, rather than an integral part of the story.
And, as a matter of fact, it joins on much more to
the Splendeurs et Miseres des Courtisanes than to
its actual companions. In fact, it is an instance of
the somewhat haphazard and arbitrary way in which
the actual division of the Comedie has worked,
that it should, dealing as it does wholly and solely
with Parisian life, be put in the Scenes de la Vie de
Province, and should be separated from its natural
conclusion not merely as a matter of volumes, but
as a matter of divisions. In making the arrangement,
however, it is necessary to remember Balzac's own
scheme, especially as the connection of the three parts



2 LOST ILLUSIONS

in other ways is too close to permit the wrenching
of them asunder altogether and finally. This caution
given, all that 1s necessary can be done by devoting
the first part of the introduction entirely to the first
and third or Angouleme parts, and by consecrating the
latter part to the egregious Lucien by himself.

There is a double gain in doing this, for,
independently of the connection as above referred to,
Lucien has little to do except as an opportunity for
the display of virtue by his sister and David Sechard;
and the parts in which they appear are among the
most interesting of Balzac's work. The "Idyllic"
charm of this marriage for love, combined as it is
with exhibitions of the author's power in more than
one of the ways in which he loved best to show it, has
never escaped attention from Balzac's most competent
critics. He himself had speculated in print and paper
before David Sechard was conceived; he himself had
for all "maniacs," all men of one idea, the fraternal
enthusiasm of a fellow-victim. He could never touch
a miser without a sort of shudder of interest; and that
singular fancy of his for describing complicated legal
and commercial undertakings came in too. Nor did
he spare, in this wide-ranging book, to bring in other
favorite matters of his, the hobereau—or squireen—
aristocracy, the tittle-tattle of the country town and so
forth.

The result 1s a book of multifarious interest, not
hampered, as some of its fellows are, by an uncertainty
on the author's part as to what particular hare he is
coursing. Part of the interest, after the description of
the printing office and of old Sechard's swindling of
his son, is a doubling, it is true, upon that of La muse
du Departement, and is perhaps a little less amusingly
done; but it is blended with better matters. Sixte du
Chatelet 1s a considerable addition to Balzac's gallery
of the aristocracy in transition—of the Bonaparte
parvenus whom perhaps he understood even better



