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Section One

ﬁl. Watch a video clip about the origin of human beings. Talk about what you see in pairs. Then
describe in pairs the process of evolution with reference to the following timeline.

(ma: million years ago)

From amphibians

3,900 | Cells with a nucleus 300 | came the first reptiles
ma appeared. ma | with advanced nerve
system.

First organisms that

2,500 | used oxygen appeared, | 220 | There came the first
ma and then there were ma | mammals.

the more complex cells.

Primate appeared
Sexual reproduction
1,200 85-65 | from a group of small,
evolved, leading to
ma ma | nocturnal, insect-
faster evolution. )
eating mammals.
The earliest multi-
cellular, sponge-like
600 | animal was created, 63 | There were monkeys
ma then the multi-cellular ma | and apes.

animal movement

started.




RIBMWIFIREEE (B=M)

The Hominina, a sub-
tribe of Hominini who
were closely related
505 The first vertebrates i
to or ancestors to
ma appeared. ma .
humans, speciated
from the ancestors of
the chimpanzees.
There evolved the
Homo appeared in
365 amphibians, the 2.8
East Africa, considered
ma first animal with ma
the first hominins.
1 recognizable limbs.

Roughly speaking, a Hominin
is what we used to call a
Hominid; a creature that
paleoanthropologists have
agreed is human or a human
ancestor.

|

@2. Watch a video about “An Archaeological discovery—from

Ape to Man” carefully. Then fill the blanks in the following
statements according to what you hear.
1) Here on the western edge of Europe, archaeologists have

uncovered from our ancient
past:

2) The skeleton could be or
something

3) The first steps begin in caves

like this. Digging down through the cave floor, proof for
has been found by the archaeologists.

4) But below , further back in time,

have been found. Before their arrival in this

cave, other people lived here too. People ,

who were called “Neanderthal”.
5) The Neanderthals were
scientists called

. They had what
. They were g

short and , physically unlike anyone

living today.

Archaeology or archeology,
is the study of human activity

_in the past, primarily through
the recovery and analysis

of the material culture and
environmental data that
has been left behind by
past human populations,
which include artifacts,
architecture, biofacts (also
known as eco-facts) and
cultural landscapes (the
archaeological record).
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Long in history, there have been heated debates as to the

origin of human-beings, among which are two controversial

views: creation and evolution. Read the following statements.

Which do you prefer? Why? Discuss with your partner about

it and try to find evidence for your argument from your

experience or knowledge.

@ Men were created by God.

® It has taken several million years for men to evolve from
apes.

® Men first originated in Africa and gradually spread to other
parts of the world.

® Men were created by extraterrestrial aliens.

® Men first originated in Africa. After they were able to stand up
on feet, they moved to other parts of the world, mixed and
integrated among different tribes and groups, thus starting
the history of what we call “modern men” in archaeological
sense.

® Men evolved from some marine species.

. Listen to a Chinese legend about “Pangu and Niiwa” carefully

and complete the following exercises.
4.1 Please answer the following questions.

1) According to the legend, what was the world like at the very

beginning?

2) How long did it take for Pangu to be born and grow up?

3) How did Pangu separate the sky and the earth from the
chaos? What did he do to keep them from being closed?

4) After Pangu was exhausted to death, what became of his
body?

5) How did Niiwa make men with yellow clay?

Michelangelo, was an Italian
Renaissance painter, sculptor,

architect, poet and engineer,
and the greatest living
artist in his lifetime for his
unparalleled influence on
the development of Western
art.

Michelangelo’s output
in every field during his
long life was prodigious,
among which are two of
the most influential fresco
paintings in the history of
Western art: the scenes
from Genesis on the ceiling
and The Last Judgement on
the altar wall of the Sistine
Chapel in Rome, ranking
among the most famous
work of arts in existence.




6) What disasters took place unexpectedly one year?

7) What did Niiwa do to mend and support the cracking fallen
sky?

8) Why didn’t Niiwa ever boast of her achievement or try to

win any renown?

4.2 Have you heard about the Bible story of Creation by
God with clay? Compare it with the Chinese legend of
Pangu and Niiwa. Is there anything in common? Share
your idea with your partner.

Sl 2 5 6 eatey oo
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@1. As the saying goes, “Man is the product of his environment.”

Scientific discovery has proven that environment has played

a very important role in the process of evolution. First, watch

the video clip on “Environmental Evolution for Human

Beings”. Then decide whether the following statements are

true (T) or false (F).

1) The environment of Great Rift Valley has rarely changed
during the long process of evolution. ( )

2) A long time ago, across the border in Kenya was one of the
hottest and most barren places on earth, a vast expanse of
volcanic rock and burning desert. ( )

3) Researchers found that the Suguta Valley was entirely
covered in water, up to an elevation of about 580 meters.
L

4) The Suguta Valley now has a temperature of more than 100
degrees. ( )

5) The entire African continent used to be a lot drier than it is
today. ( )

The most incomprehensible

thing about the world is that

it is at all comprehensible.
—Albert Einstein

| |

Selam, is an exceptionally
well-preserved skeleton |
of a 3-year-old girl dating
back 3.3 million years
from Dikika, Ethiopia. The
arms and shoulders suggest
insights on how well they
performed at climbing.
Lucy is the common name
of several hundred pieces
of bone fossils representing
40 percent of the skeleton
of a female of the hominin

species.




