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Abstract

Under the context of unbalanced urbanrural development and regional development
in China, the poverty issue in under—developed rural areas is becoming more and
more prominent. The poverty issue to be solved or not, has become the key to achieve
the great goal of “completing the building of a moderately prosperous society in
all respects” in 2020. The book chooses Guizhou Province as the study area, as it
is the poorest province among the whole country. The study is based on the county
level, since the county is the basic administrative unit in rural areas that has
the most extensive coverage, the most direct relation, the most basic urban—rural
coordination, and the most concentrated poor population.

The book is theoretically based on the Sciences of Human Settlements. The
Sciences of Human Settlements is the sciences to achieve the goal of orderly
space and livable environment, and to study the interrelationship and the law of
development of human settlements and its environment within villages, towns, cities,
and regions. The incongruity of human settlements is an important fundamental
condition for poverty. Poverty can be effectively reduced through the management
of human settlements. On the basis of theory study and experience reference, the
book theoretically outlines the theory of human settlements in under—developed
counties in Guizhou, and put forward that human settlements has different kinds of
characteristics under different level of poverty.

Through the case study, the book summarizes the four key issues on human
settlements in counties in Guizhou as follows: (1) tight relationship between human
and land ; (2) weak urban and industrial support ; (3) under—supported infrastructure
conditions ; (4) continually destroyed local culture and local characteristics.

Subsequently, through the empirical investigation of data and survey materials
from 75 counties (county-level cities, and special administration zones) in Guizhou,
the book finds that (1) poverty mainly occurs in counties and has a trend of gradual

concentration ; (2) the situation of human settlements in most counties corresponds



Abstract

with the level of poverty; (3) the generation of poverty has a close association with
human settlements, and these findings verify the aforementioned theory.

Finally, on the basis of analysis of current policies and measures on reducing
poverty in Guizhou, the book put forward five strategies including (1) define
counties as the local governance unit, advance county governance ; (2) promote
urbanization of counties, and optimize the distribution of man and land within the
county ; (3) build a comprehensive development pattern for county space, described
as “coretnetwork+hinterland” ; (4) make up imperfect public services, and build “the
smallest living cycle” within the county combined with traffic network ; (5) inherit
local culture, develop local characteristics, and follow a distinctive development
road ; (6) boost the reform of supporting mechanism, and improve administrative

mechanism
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