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Abstract

Max, Engles and Lenin’s literature on the ethno-national theory
refers to various kinds of documents that they devote exclusively or
more intensively to ethno-natioal questions. Among them, the special-
ized literature is the minority, while the indirect accounts for the major-
ity. The academic community haven’t come to an conclusion on the
number of these specific documents. Statistics in this book show that
Marx and Engels have 141 articles, while Lenin have 230 ones.

There are three segments of Max, Engles and Lenin’s literature on
the ethno-national theory spreading in China one after another: the
translation, publication and dissemination of literature, the learning
and study of theoretical thoughts, practical application and creative de-
velopment. This process is also the process of the emergence and devel-
opment of the Marxism ethno-national theory adapting to conditions in
China.

In China, the dissminated of Max, Engles and Lenin’s literature
on the ethno-national theory began in the early 20th century, which has
lasted a hundred years. The concrete historical facts, achievements and
characteristics of the dissemination appeared five stages.

The first stage: from the early twentieth century to the founding of
the Communist Party of China. The main body of the dissemination is
mainly the bourgeois revolutionists among the students who have stud-
ied in Japan. The contents are mainly about life stories of Marx and En-
gels, the outline of the theory and the few words in the literature. After

the October Revolution, the early communists in China and the repre-
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sentatives of the Comintern in China became main propagators. Russia
replaced Japan as the main channel of dissemination, Lenin’s life sto-
ry, doctrine and very few documents began to be introduced, and the
dissemination activities turned spontaneously into conscious as well as
began to have a theoretical impact.

The second stage: from the establishment of the Communist Party
of China to the period of the Agrarian Revolutionary War. At the very
beginning of the CPC’s establishment, it promotes the translation and
publication of Marxist works as an important task, books on Marxist-
Leninist theory of the nation were included in these publications. In ad-
dition to the Chinese Communists, the main body of communication at
this time also included the representatives of the Comintern in China,
Party members of the Kuomintang and the general scholars, during
which the Soviet Union played as the main channel of dissemination,
and the imported literature gradually increased. Firstly, the spreading
was geographical in Shanghai, Peking, Wuhan, Guangzhou and other
big cities, but then gradually expanded to the revolutionary base are-
as. The ethno-national theories contained in the literature had not only
become the guiding ideology of the Chinese Communists in exploring
and solving the ethno-national problems, but also played a role in the
Kuomintang reforming its “ nationalism”

The third stage: “ Yan’an period” . After the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China entered Yan’an, the work of transla-
ting and disseminating Marxist works including the ethno-national theo-
retical literature was strengthened. The compiling and translating de-
partment of Marx and Lenin college in Yan’an, the Central Publishing
and Distribution Department and its affiliated institutions, such as the
Xinhua news Agency and Xinhua Bookstore, had successively set up
and Yan’an has become the center of communication in China. The
main channel of communication was still the Soviet Union. With the
successive publication of “ Marx and Engels Series” and “ Selected

Works of Lenin” (18 volumes) , the number of ethnic theoretical doc-
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Abstract Q

uments imported has increased markedly. After the 6th Plenary Session
of the 6th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China ( CPC) ,
the situation of equally emphasizing on literature dissemination and the-
oretical study emerged. Studying Marxist ethno-national theory was in-
troduced into the raining and education courses for the party’s top ca-
dres formally since Marx and Lenin college in Yan’an was founded.

The forth stage: the first 30 years after New China’s founda-
tion. From 1955 to 1974, the first edition of the Complete Works of
Lenin (39 volumes) in Chinese, and the Complete Works of Marx and
Engels (39 volumes) compiled by the Central Compilation & Transla-
tion Bureau were published one after another, which also marks Max,
Engles and Lenin’s literature on the ethno-national theories were basi-
cally all introduced to China. At the same time, some documents began
to be translated into the ethnic minority languages. Thematic anthology
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin on “on the nation” began to appear
in domestic academic circles, the academic study on these documents
was further strengthened bringing in more important theoretical achieve-
ments.

The fifth stage: from reform and opening up to the present. Since
the 1980s, with the completeness and publication of the second edition
of the Complete Works of Lenin (60 volumes) in Chinese and the sec-
ond edition of the Complete Works of Marx and Engels (70 volumes
planned) gradually published, more comprehensive, higher quality of
classical Marxist theory on ethno-national anthologies, extracts of im-
portant arguments selected by domestic scholars appeared in succes-
sion. The study of the classical Marxist ethno-national theory in the aca-
demic circle carried out in full swing and gradually deepened. After the
central *“ Marxism theory research and construction project” was
launched in 2004, the process and research on the dissemination of
these documents has been further deepened.

The dissemination of Marxist theory of ethno-national literature in

China is not smooth. For a long time, there have been some problems
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such as the improper translation of some key terms, and in the study,
there are also some errors, such as some important concepts and opin-
ions are dogmatically interpreted or interpreted out of context. On the
one hand, this has caused some theoretical disorder; on the other
hand, it has also caused obstacles to the practice of ethnic work. To
solve these problems requires the joint efforts of the publishing industry

and academic circle.

Key words: Marxism; Ethno-national Theoretical Literature;

China; Dissemination History
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