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alel/ — [of

of /a] — Jav/

and /eend/ — fand/, /an/, /n/

them /dem/ — / dam/

can /ken/ — /kan/
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because — 'cause, coz /kaz/

goodbye — g'bye /g'bai/

goodnight — g'night /g'nait/

probably — prob’ly /probli/

had better — better

How are you doing — How you doing
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Nice to meet~you.
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Kiss~you goodbye.
As~you wish.
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I’m a big big girl in a big big world.
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highway, flashlight,
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negative.
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o (). X" Z 8", among, withins
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e & FE"F". “5". and, together with, accompany, along with, furthermore,
Y. Fom EEM "IKRA. important, outstanding, brilliant, best,

o «— . RR"IN"IRAE: exchange, mutual.

t. &=R"LEF", up, upward, rise, increase, arise, ascend.

e | . ®RF"TF¥", down, downward, fall, decrease, descend, drop.
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Directions: 3

e vein [vein] n Fk

e disprove [dis'pru:v]
v RIX; UEBR----- =
fEH

* matrimony ['maetrimani]
n G518, ERAE

e digit ['didzit] n. Fig

e pinkie ['pigki] ~.
N(F) 18

¢ index finger
['indeks finga]
L3

* engagement
[in'gerdzmont] .
1718, 154

e jewellery ['dzuzalri] n
gif, %E

e rocky ['roki] adj. ( % &
HEH) EALERH,
REFIEG)

Passage 1

The Vein of Love

Do you know why wedding rings are (1)

worn on the fourth finger? Long ago, people believed that a
2) vein in the fourth finger ran directly to the heart.
As medical science (3) , this theory was disproved.
However, the ring finger continues to (4) love and
commitment in matrimony. Why is the ring finger sometimes
referred to as the “third finger”? Some people don’t include the
thumb when they are (5)
is the digit (6)

called the middle finger and the index finger. In some countries,

. To clarify, the ring finger
the pinkie. The other fingers are

the ring finger is on the left hand. In others it is on the right.
from the left hand to

the right in some wedding ceremonies. Some women remove

The engagement ring is (7)

their engagement ring after they get married. Others wear it
(8) their wedding band. Many (9)

remove their wedding rings altogether even though they are still
married. They may do this (10) discomfort or fear
of losing the expensive jewellery. In a rocky relationship, the

rings may come on and off regularly.



Passage 2

Ugly Betty’s Real Beauty

Betty Suarez is not a traditional American beauty. She has
an unfashionable dress (1) , thick red glasses, untidy
hair and large metal braces on her teeth. But this hasn’t stopped
her becoming one of Americans’ favorite TV characters. So how
did she manage to do it?

The answer is that charm can be more (2) than
beauty. Betty is the main character in a TV show called Ugly
Betty. The show follows her life working as an (3)
at a fashion magazine. She is constantly being bullied and
laughed at by the people she works with.

But Betty manages to get ahead by working hard, being
charming and using her (4) . The heart of the show
is the slightly tired fairytale of how a girl goes from being an
ugly duckling into being a beautiful swan.

Despite the show being (5) and the story
familiar, it has still been a massive success in the US. It has a
constantly high (6) and has won two Golden Globes
awards, one of the highest honors for a television program in the
uUs.

Many people feel able to (7) to the character
Betty. “I think you can see a bit of Betty in all of us, and I mean
men as well, because it’s about the (8) ,” says
Ashley Jensen, who plays one of the characters in the show.

Another reason why the program is so popular is the
performance of the 23-year-old actress America Ferrera who
plays Betty. She brings (9) to the character.

The second series has just started in the US. So there will be
more (10) to come from the fashionably challenged
Betty.

L) faxnzs |

Notes:

e rating ['rertin] n UG
B, o

* underdog ['Andadng]
n LERPRWEFE,
EEa)
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* pier [p1d] n #Gk

* puppet ['papit] . &K
18 1R

e mat [mat] » HFE

10

Passage 3
Seaside Entertainment
Seaside towns are home to (1) like sandcastle
building, donkey rides, eating (2) and ice cream.

Some towns are famous for their piers. There is one
pier, which is more than two kilometers long. It’s the longest
3) pier in the world. There is even a (4)
to take you to the other end.

A hundred years ago the pier was an important part of seaside
entertainment. Visitors could walk out across the sea and feel like
they were on a ship. It was a (5) experience, though
it doesn’t feel very scary now.

These days the pier is still home to traditional (6)
shows liked by parents and children. But not all visitors want
to see a show or go to the beach. Young people seem to enjoy
computer games in the amusement park, like dancing on a dance
@) , playing (8) games and so on.

The seaside is still a popular place for entertainment and
9) . In the past it was a simple walk on the pier,
whereas these days it’s (10) games and amusement

parks.



Passage 4

Sweet Porridge

There was a poor but good little girl who lived

(1) with her mother, and they no longer had
anything to eat. So the child went into the forest, and there
an (2) woman met her who was aware of her
(3) , and presented her with a little pot, which
when she said, “Cook, little pot, cook,” would cook good,
sweet (4) , and when she said, “Stop, little pot,” it
(5) to cook.

The girl took the pot home to her mother, and now they were
(6) from their poverty and hunger, and ate sweet
porridge as often as they chose. One time when the girl had gone
out, her mother said, “Cook, little pot, cook.” And it did cook and
she ate till she was (7) , and then she wanted the pot
to stop cooking, but did not know the word.

So it went on cooking and the porridge rose over the
(8) , and still it cooked on until the kitchen and
whole house were full, and then the next house, and then the

whole street, just as if it wanted to satisfy the (9) of

the whole world, and there was the greatest (10) , but
no one knew how to stop it. At last when only one single house
remained, the child came home and just said, “Stop, little pot,”
and it stopped and gave up cooking, and whosoever wished to

return to the town had to eat his way back.

S|

* no longer 78; EF

e be aware of 1R F;
£

* sorrow ['sprau] n 3E
. R, miE HhiE

* porridge ['porid3] n.

5%
® cease [siis] v {F1E;
B BX

e.g. Welfare payments
cease as soon as an
individual starts a job.
— BB R BT R
o

* poverty ['ppvati] n.
75

e edgeleds] n i,

 distress [dr'stres] n.

wWig: &w. AR
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