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Shenzhen North Station Masterplan

With a scheme of twelve staggering skyscrapers, an elevated
pedestrian network and a beautiful green urban park, Meca-
noo Architecten gives the Shenzhen North Station business
district a distinct character. The 1.36 million square meters
development encompasses offices, retail space, apartments
and a hotel, integrated with Shenzhen North Railway and

Metro Station.

Public Park

The proposal aims to create a strong identity for the neigh-

bourhood. The main buildings of the business district are set



around a central urban park and vary in height between 278
and 428 meters. By situating the transportation nodes on the
subterranean levels, the public park appears as an open green

space, something the area currently lacks.

Pedestrian Network

The two-level plinth merges with the design of the park
through an intricate network of overpasses, ramps and
landscaped platforms that seamlessly weave into the urban
setting, offering safe and comfortable access routes to the
railway and metro station. Commercial areas face the park in
order to generate a lively public space. The elevated pedes-
trian network connects all towers of the Shenzhen North
Station business district, creating a comfortable small-scale
atmosphere that reinforces the sense of a neighbourhood.
Water features give the urban park a special character, offer-
ing cool places where people can relax, meet, and engage in

leisure activities.

Facade System

Rather than define the exact shape of the towers, the design

establishes rules which ensure coherency yet encourage a de-
gree of variation. The smart facade system of glazed, angled
elements offers diversity to support the different programmes
and respond to the orientation while ensuring the overall

appearance.

Setbacks

The towers are conceived within a system of equal setbacks
so that the top two-thirds have a smaller footprint than

the bottom thirds. The result is an ensemble of towers that
respond to each other’s shape, allowing open views and
daylight optimisation. From a functional perspective, the
variation in perimeters provides better accommodation of the
mixed-used programmes. The hotel programme is placed in
the upper part of the tower, whereas the programmes that
require maximum flexibility, like department stores, congress
centers and open-plan office spaces, are incorporated into the
base. The setbacks also allow for the creation of roof gardens,
which - together with interior sky gardens at some of the

higher levels — integrate the urban park design into the build-

ings.
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Bajes Kwartier Masterplan

The former Bijlmerbajes in Amsterdam, a prison complex in
the southeast of the city built in the 1970s, will be redevel-

oped by a team lead by real estate developer AM, in which

OMA is responsible for the masterplan of the 7.5 ha site, as
well as the design of a significant portion of the 135,000 m?
building development.

The towers of the Bijlmerbajes have been a landmark in the
periphery of Amsterdam for decades. With the city's urban
expansion to the north, south, east and west, the prison com-
plex has gradually become a geographic center of Amster-
dam'’s new urban development, and can be developed into a

vibrant civic and cultural space.

The original prison masterplan was comprised of six linked
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towers and an administrative building, with a series of court-
yards and separate gardens. In OMA’s masterplan, the island
character of the prison enclosed by walls is conceptually pre-
served, yet linked at several positions through new pedestrian
and cycle bridges. This complex is structured as a series of
four clusters, each one with a strong character and program
mix, to be linked via a central pedestrian + cycle path on the
footprint of the former prison distribution spine, the Kalver-
straat. One of the existing towers will be transformed into a
green tower, a vertical public park to showcase Dutch urban
farming concepts and a viewing platform for the neighbor-
hood. The Bajes Kwartier will become a largely car-free envi-
ronment, with gardens and areas for recreation and fitness.
The new development includes around 1,350 new apartments
for sale and rent, and a large variety of typologies including
30% of social rental apartments. The sustainability strategy
calls for 100% energy neutral buildings and the reuse of 98%
of the existing materials. Concrete will be recycled and re-
used, prefab elements from the existing walls are to be reused
as cladding for new residential buildings, prison bars will be
used as balustrades, and the cell doors are to become edge
panels for the new, pedestrian bridges. A system to recycle
organic waste into soil and energy will be implemented, and
excess heat from a nearby data center will be reused for the
heating of the apartments.

The project was scheduled to begin in 2018, with an expected

completion date in 2023.
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