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Over the past 70 years, a great number of photographers have recorded the vicissitudes of the
People’s Republic through their lens. These unforgettable vivid moments combine to form a precious
“national memory".

“The infinite past is based on the present, and the infinite future is based on the present.” Each

photo in 70 Years of the People's Republic forms a part of history, creating an invaluable research tool.
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PREFACE

On October 1, I‘J»{O, Mao Zedong (1893-1976) solemnly declared the founding of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) 1o the whole world while standing on theTiananmen Rostrum in Beijing. Seventy years have passed and China
is now in the midst of an exciting new era. Numerous facts show how rthese past 70 years have seen the PRC work
wonders in totally altering the face of the Chinese nation.

Over this period, under the strong leadership of the Communist Party of China (CPC), the PRC has overcome all
kinds of difficulties and obstacles, and composed magnificent poems of socialist revolution, socialist construction and
reform and opening-up. Over that timé, this ancient civilization has embarked on the road to full modernization, greatly
improved the lives of its people, and greatly enhanced China’s international status and influence.

Over this period, China has worked one miracle after another. Economieally, its GDP surpassed 90 trillion
Yuan for the first ime in 2018, ranking second in the world. In regard to people’s livelihood, it has built the world’s
largest social security system covering the largest population in the world. In science and technalogy, moving from the
initial period of the “two bombs and one satellite”™ and creation of super hybrid rice helping 1o feed a growing world
population to the current era of “cloud computing” and “artificial intelligence™, all these developments bear witness
to the giant leaps and bounds China has experienced in joining the world leaders in these ficlds. Institutionally, China
lhas mlrud;n'ud the socialist marker economic system and the policy of “one country, two systems”, making unigue
contribution to the development of human wstitutional civilizaton. The many miracles it has ereated over the past

seven decades clearly show that only socialism can save China, only by upholding socialism with Chinese characterisnes



v
can China develop, and only by adhering to and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics can China realize

the great rejuvenation of the Chinese narion,
Over the past 70 years, a great number of photographers have recorded the vicissitudes of the People's
Republic through their lens, These unforgettable vivid maments combine to form a precious “national memory™.
“The infinite past is based on the present, and the infinite future is based on the present.” Fach photo in 70

Years of the People’s Republic forms a part of history, ereating an invaluable research tool.
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Right after the founding of the PRC in 1949, the CPC led the Chinese people to quickly heal the wounds of
war, restore the narional economy, and creatively complete the transformation from the new democratic revolution
to a socialist one. The establishment of the basic socialist system in the People’s Republic has laid a fundamental
political pretequisite and instintional foundation for all the development and progress made by contemporary
China,

In order to build socialism suitable for China’s national conditions, the CPC has led the Chinese people
through arduous theoretical and practeal explorations, Ina short time, Chinese society has undergone tremendous
changes, with the establishment of an independent and relatively complete industrial system and narional economic
systes. “Two bombs [aromic and hydrogen] and one [space] satellite” were independently developed, turning
China into a major influential country in the world. During the pcri('t)d, it accumulated important experience in
socialist construction in a counrry that had previously had a very backward level of social productivity.

The birth of the PRC and the establishment of the basic socialist system and the comprehensive

‘
development of sacialist constructon combined to make it possible for the Chinese nation, formerly infamous in

the West as the “sick man of East Asia”, 0 stand up in the world.
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which was the first major project of
nservancy consrruction in the PRC. In the past 70 years, the Stare has mvested trllion of Yuan to carry

—seale water conservancy CONSructon ror |[1L Ci

wted and sustatnable development of the national

['he picture shows the Bangiao Reservolr construction project in Bivang County, Henan Province.
| | | | r
e second phase of the Huai River harnessing project



