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Cultural relics are the memories of history and important
evidences of national culture. In his speech delivered at
UNESCO headquarters on March 27, 2014, President Xi
Jinping reiterated that we need to bring all collections
in our museums, all heritage structures across our lands
and all records in our classics to life. In this way, the
Chinese civilization, together with the rich and colorful
civilizations created by the people of other countries,
will provide mankind with the right mental guidance and

strong motivation.
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Preface

As president of the 37th UNESCO General Conference,
I was lucky enough to attend the speech, which stirred
and inspired me immensely. China is a country blessed
with a splendid history spanning over 5,000 years, and a
repository of precious cultural relics. It is the responsibility
of universities and all mankind to protect and make the
best use of cultural relics, as they cannot be reproduced

and therefore are even more valuable.

Peking University will celebrate its 120th anniversary
in 2018. Ever since the establishment of the Imperial
University of Peking in 1898, teachers and students of
Peking University have, in their unremitting effort one
generation after another, formed a tradition featuring
patriotism, progressiveness, democracy and science, and
made an outstanding contribution to national development

and revitalization.

Going through two cycles of sixty years’ vicissitudes,
Peking University has not only formed a spiritual
charisma of its own, but also a large quantity of precious
cultural relics loaded with the glorious tradition, core
value and consistent responsibility of the University. Hou
Renzhi, Peking University professor and famed historical
geographer, once remarked: “We owe what we have today
to the strenuous efforts of generations of people in the
past. It merits our utmost appreciation and good care. Our

campus itself, not to mention others, is a good testimony.”
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Preface

Following the tradition of the Imperial College, Peking
University symbolizes the continuity and evolution of
the vein of Chinese culture over the centuries. The main
campus of today’s Peking University is in the Yan Garden,
which boasts a long history and numerous cultural relics.
Our love for Peking University cannot be complete
without the love for the Yan Garden and its cultural

relics.

As early as in the Jin dynasty, this place was already a
famous suburban scenic spot. During the Ming and Qing
dynasties, it became the “granted garden” of the imperial
family. Since modern times, it has experienced tremendous
historical changes. Virtually a wasteland though, it was
selected by John Leighton Stuart as the new site of Yenching
University in 1920. When a land agreement was signed with
the military governor of Shaanxi, Chen Shufan, also the land
owner, expansion in the surrounding areas ensued. Yenching
University invited Henry Murphy, who was graduated
from Yale University, to design for the new campus and
he spent the whole seven years from 1922 to 1929 making
the wasteland into an attractive landscape, and the area has
since been entitled the “Yan Garden”. An American architect
though, Murphy stood first in the revival of classical Chinese
architecture. The Yan Garden of his design had an antique
flavor, elegant and dignified, and laid the foundation for
the core campus of today’s Peking University. (Hao Ping,
Helpless Ending—John Leighton Stuart and China)
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Preface

After centuries’ ups and downs, the Yan Garden has now
formed a brand of landscape integrating the majesty and
grandiosity of the northern gardens and refinement and
delicacy of their southern counterparts. These include
the Shaoyuan Garden, Jingyuan Garden, Yannan Garden,
Langrun Garden, Minghe Garden, Shuchun Garden,
Jingchun Garden, Weiming Lake, Youzai Lake, Honghu
Lake, Houhu Lake and others. Pavilions, terraces and
multi-storied buildings scatter all over, and rockwork can
be found everywhere. In 2001, the “Architecture centering
around the Weiming Lake of the Yan Garden™ was listed as
a key cultural relics site under state protection. At present,
the Yan Garden has about 100 state-level, municipal-level
and district-level ancient constructions and architectures
meriting protection; 42 stone tablets, stone sculptures and
stone constructions; over 20,000 collections in the Arthur
M. Sackler Museum of Art and Archaeology; 1,500,000
Chinese classics in the Library, and a good quantity
of precious documents in its Archives and Museum of

History.

These cultural relics are recorders of not only glory,
prosperity and power, but also humiliation and disgrace
of backward China in modern times. More than these,
they hail a bright prospect of this ancient nation heading

towards brilliance.
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Preface

Peking University is a place where one can actually touch
and feel history. The protection of cultural relics of the
Yan Garden is the preservation of the history of Peking
University, the spiritual tradition of its students and
teachers, and the vein of Chinese culture. In the course of
protection and inheritance, we should pay equal attention
to the new concepts of development, bringing into play
the role of cultural relics in the cultivation of morals and
talents. We should make every effort to blend the old and
the new together, turning the cultural relics of Peking
University into a bridge so as to promote Chinese culture
into the world and future.

Cultural Relics of the Yan Garden is a commemoration of
the history of the Yan Garden and its forerunners. It is
also a present to Peking University’s 120th anniversary.
It is our hope that readers can achieve a better knowledge
of the cultural relics of the Yan Garden and thus value
them more, and gain new insights into the age-long
history of the Yan Garden and deep humanist deposit of
Peking University, thereby updating their perceptions and

memories about them.

President of Peking University

President of the 37th UNESCO General Conference
Hao Ping

October 23, 2018
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