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Preface

Traditional industrial art is a component part of Chinese traditional culture and art. From life traditional
industrial art is a live fossil of culture. Such as the well-known ceramics, jade carvings, ivory carvings,
cloisonne, carved lacquers, wood carvings, golden and silver articles, leather silhouette, kites, lantern
paintings, paper-cuts, clay figurines, embroideries, drawn-works and blue prints are of great varieties
and in different patterns, These crafts and arts, developed in the handicraft industrial period, feature a
combination of practice and designing beauty and are rich in historical, cultural and artistic contents.
Through them, people know Chinese traditional culture and art. In addition, they are the need of people
for creating their nice and new life of today. As science and technology are advanced today, they represent
a kind of historical memory and also a certain kind of workmanship. Furthermore they constitute an
important economic industry. As a supplement to the great industrial production, they have been playing
an increasing role and can develop toward cultural innovation industry to serve modern people. Beijing
is a world-known ancient capital city and has a long history in producing great varieties of artistic
handicrafts. Many of handicrafts have been carried forward while some are on the verge of extinction,
such as silk flowers. Fortunately, silk flowers from Beijing have been listed into one of the first group of
the national-level intangible cultural heritages to be carried forward and developed in 2008 by the State
Council. Great efforts made by Beijing local government and other related industries and departments
have turned the preservation and development of silk flower art into a project of cultural significance and
social value.

To develop cultural innovation industry is one of strategic measures adopted by the Beijing local
government to implement overall scientific development viewpoint, better economic growth ways,
promote industrial upgrade and construct innovation-type city. In 2007, Beijing promulgated 35 policies
for pushing forward the cultural innovation industry. To implement these industrial policies, various
circles have joined their efforts in turning the innovation industry into an important pillar industry in
economic development and building Beijing into a cultural and creational capital city bringing about
important influences to other countries and regions in the world. To develop cultural and innovational
industry, it is necessary to have new cultural and development concept and, based on carrying forward
Chinese long-standing historical and cultural traditions and bringing into full use the existing cultural
resources, absorb advanced cultures, concept and scientific achievements, constantly create new cultural
contents and the ways and modes for cultural creation, production and publicity. Also it is necessary
to rely on innovation to transform advantages in cultural innovation resources in the capital city into
advantages for developing cultural innovation industry. The silk flower art in Beijing, as a traditional
art having old resources, has its foundation and premise for its cultural innovation and also is a target
and contents of innovation. This book aims to inject new blood into this old mode and contents and
let it become more radiant and vigorous again. I believe it is nothing but our best efforts made for the
development of this traditional handicraft. This is also the aim and significance of publication of this
book.

When this book is published, 1 want to express my sincere thanks to those who have made their
contributions to the development and innovation of Chinese culture and to the publication of this book.

Wang Wenzhang
Vice-Minister of Culture, Director of Chinese National Academy of Arts, Chairman of China Intangible Cultural, Heritage Preservation Center

March 2009
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