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In old times the scene in front of Lingyin Temple was different from what

it looks like today. At that time, there was a village with hundreds of

households. Neither hills nor rocks could be seen there.
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There lived a monk named Tao Ji in Lingyin Temple. With a pair of slippers
on his feet and a fan in his hand, he often wandered around in the village,
talking and laughing merrily with every one whom he met on the way. He
did not abstain from wine and meat. The villagers regarded him as a very

funny sort of person.
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He got along quite well with the villagers. One day someone was making
fun of him by saying, “Hey, you are always confusing things, how come you
know Taoism? You should change your name, what about Ji Dian (which
literally means confusion)?”” The monk laughed and replied, “I’ll follow

your suggestion. From now on you can call me ‘Ji Dian’.”
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How could the villagers know that such a seemingly mad monk actually had
the magic power to foretell the future? One day just before dawn, he foresaw
that some misfortune would befall the village at the noon time. Shocked
by this premonition, he fell down from his Zen bed with an exclamation of

surprise.
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It is said that in Mount E Mei Sichuan Province, there was a baseless
mountain peak that could fly. The flying mountain peak did great damages
to wherever it passed. At this very moment, the mountain peak rose straight

from the mountain and was flying toward Lingyin Temple.
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Ji Dian got up before dawn and ran into the village. He met an old man who
was collecting animal manure on the way. Ji Dian told him promptly about
the flying mountain peak, “Hurry up and move away as soon as possible!”
Being strongly disinclined to believe the warning, the old man said, “I’ve

never heard of such a peak. It’s nonsense! ** Then he went away.
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