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Open and Read
Find Something Valuable



HEP World’s Classics

There is a Chinese saying: “It is beneficial to open any book.” It is even
more fruitful to open and read classic books. The world is keeping on changing,
but really fundamental and essential things stay the same since there is nothing
new under the sun. Great ideas have been discovered and re-discovered, and
they should be learnt and re-learnt. Classic books are our inheritance from
all the previous generations and contain the best of knowledge and wisdom
of all the people before us. They are timeless and universal. We cannot travel
back in time, but we can converse with the originators of current theories
through reading their books. Classic books have withstood the test of time.
They are reliable and contain a wealth of original ideas. More importantly,
they are also books which have not finished what they wanted or hoped to
say. Consequently, they contain unearthed treasures and hidden seeds of new
theories, which are waiting to be discovered. As it is often said: history is
today. Proper understanding of the past work of giants is necessary to carry
out properly the current and future researches and to make them to be a part of
the history of science and mathematics. Reading classic books is not easy, but it
is rewarding. Some modern interpretations and beautiful reformulations of the
classics often miss the subtle and crucial points. Reading classics is also more
than only accumulating knowledge, and the reader can learn from masters on
how they asked questions, how they struggled to come up with new notions and
theories to overcome problems, and answers to questions. Above all, probably
the best reason to open classic books is the curiosity: what did people know,
how did they express and communicate them, why did they do what they did?
It can simply be fun!
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This series of classic books by Higher Education Press contains a selection
of best classic books in natural history, mathematics, physics, chemistry, in-
formation technology, geography, etc. from the past two thousand years. They
contain masterpieces by the great people such Archimedes, Newton, Lavoisier,
Dalton, Gauss, Darwin, Maxwell, and hence give a panorama of science and
mathematics. They have been typeset in modern fonts for easier and more en-
joyable reading. To help the reader understand difficult classics better, some
volumes contain introductions and commentaries by experts. Though each
classic book can stand in its own, reading them together will help the reader
gain a bigger perspective of science and mathematics and understand better
interconnection between seemingly unrelated topics and subjects.

Higher Education Press has been the largest publisher in China. Besides the
long tradition of providing high quality books for proper education and train-
ing of university and graduate students, she has also set out to provide research
monographs and references books to people at all levels around the world.
Higher Education Press considers it her duty to keep the world science and
mathematics community informed of what has been achieved in their subjects
in easy and accessible formats. This series of classic books is an integral part
of this effort.
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BUFFON’S
NATURAL HISTORY.

OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS.

THE CAT.

HE cat is a faithless domestic, and only kept through necessity to
T oppose to another domestic which incommodes us still more, and which
we cannot drive away; for we pay no respect to those who, being fond of all
beasts, keeps cats for amusement. Though these animals are gentle and frolick-
some when young, yet they even then possess an innate cunning, and perverse
disposition, which age increases, and which education only serves to conceal.
They are naturally inclined to theft, and the best education only converts them
into servile and flattering robbers; for they have the same address, subtilty, and
inclination for mischief or rapine. Like all knaves they know how to conceal their
intentions, to watch, wait, and choose opportunities for seizing their prey; to
fly from punishment, and to remain away until the danger is over and they can
return with safety. They readily conform to the habits of society, but never
acquire its manners; they have only the appearance of attachment, as may be
seen by the obliquity of their motions, and the duplicity of their looks; they
never look in the face of those who treat them best and of whom they seem to
be the most fond, but either through fear, or falsehood, they approach him by

windings to seek for those caresses they have no pleasure in but only to flatter
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those from whom they receive them. Very different from that faithful animal
the dog, whose sentiments are all directed to the person of his master, the cat
appears only to feel for himself, only to love conditionally, only to partake of
society that he may abuse it; and by this disposition he has more affinity to
man than the dog, who is all sincerity.

The form and temperament of the cat’s body perfectly correspond with his
disposition. He is handsome, light, adroit, cleanly, and voluptuous; he loves
ease, and searches out the softest places for rest and repose. The cat is very
amorous, and what is uncommon among animals, the female appears more
ardent than the male; she seeks for and invites him, and by her loud cries
announces the fury of her desires or rather the pressure of her wants; if he
flies from or disdains her, she pursues, tears, and though their approaches are
always accompanied with acute pain, she forces him to comply with her desires.
This passion of the female continues nine or ten days, and commonly happens
only twice a year in the spring and autumn, but sometimes three and even
four times. They go with young 55 or 56 days, and they usually have from four
to six at a litter. As the males are apt to devour their progeny, the females
commonly conceal themselves when they litter, and if suspicious of a discovery,
they carry their young ones away in their mouths and hide them in holes or
inaccessible places. After suckling them a few weeks, the old one takes them
mice or small birds, to accustom them to eat flesh; but by an unaccountable
caprice, these very mothers so tender and careful, become sometimes so cruel
and unnatural, as to devour their offspring themselves.

Young cats are gay, sprightly, and full of frolic, and would be very good
amusement for children if nothing was to be feared from their claws. Their
play however, though always light and agreeable, is never innocent, and soon
turns into habitual mischief. As they can only exert their talents on small
animals, they watch birds, mice, and rats with the greatest patience, which
they seize with avidity, and without being taught, become more expert hunters
than the best instructed dogs. Their dispositions being naturally averse to all
restraint, they are incapable of a regular education; we are told however that

the Greek monks of Cyprus* taught cats to hunt and destroy the serpents with

* Description of the Islands of the Archipelago. By Dapper p. 51.



