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My possession with ancient pagodas started simply since studenthood
~ as the repeated experiences of me being attracted by those enduring and
mysterious tiered towers that once dominated the skyline of most Chinese
cities. For years, my travels to various cities have always been accompanied
by special visitations to local pagodas and photographic documentations
of them. Regrettably, the images of some pagodas that I took turned out
to be their last remnants: exquisite relieves are stolen, facades are distorted
by careless restoration work, and some pagodas are even dismantled and

removed to museums in the name of urban gentrification.

As my collection of ancient pagodas photos increased, an idea occurred
to me that perhaps a complete photographical database of all the ancient
pagodas in China be compiled. And almost immediately, I realized this is a
mission impossible for an amateur who happens to live abroad. And yet to
my great comfort and confidence, many of my peers who share my interest in
pagodas and approve of my intention and plan, provide me with their photos
and knowledge of ancient pagodas generously; some of them even joined
my team later for building the database. Thanks to their efforts, my p'ré;rious

“impossible” plan becomes more feasible and we are now making it possible!

Beijing is my hometown. As the capital of China for hundreds of years,
the city owns many beautiful and precious pagodas covering a time range
of more than one thousand years. The images and information of pagodas
in Beijing have been systematically collected and documented from 2007.
And after ten years of efforts with my team members, it finally came to

publication with the help of the editors of Beijing Press.

This book focuses on the pagodas in Beijing area, with a necessary
brief summary of pagodas in other parts of China. In the first chapter, the
development of Chinese pagoda is introduced, and the categorization is
discussed and compared, mainly based on the academic theory of Chinese
ancient architecture; some original ideas, such as “pseudo-story pagoda”,
“Han-style and Khitan-style pagoda of Avatamsaka Sutra” are also proposed
herein. In the second chapter, the history of the pagodas in Beijing was
reviewed chronologically, and the characteristic of pagodas in different era
were analyzed and induced, with special discussion of two unique styles
which only appears in Beijing and her surrounding area, the “close-eaved
pagoda with inverted bowl” style and the “pillar-shaped pagoda with close
eave” style. In the 3rd chapter, the main body of the book, some 300 ancient



pagodas in Beijing are introduced in detail with first-hand information and
photograph of each one of them, followed by an index table listing almost

every pagoda extant in Beijing.

In this book, reliable historical accounts are used for reference to study
the history of these ancient pagd‘das. In addition, architectural styles and .
structures, together with detailed decorations on the body of pagodas, are
analyzed for the age determination of the pagodas, including the years of
construction, rebuilding and renovation. Personal observations are also given

to.some pagodas whose histories are officially unclear.

1 believe, as the first achievement of our database of Chinese ancient
pagodas, this book is not only a thorough documentary of Beijing pagodas,
but a sufficient photo collection of Chinese ancient architecture. As
photographers, we are so dedicated and determined to capture the most
beautiful moment of these artistically architectural wonders that hard or
repeated visitations are made to many pagodas: some are in remote villages
and it often took hours’ of drive to reach them and some are hidden in
dee‘p/f‘r—l-ountains or even on precipice of some 100 meters high which even

professional alpinist is reluctant to climb, accessible only by compass, courage

and luck.

Pagodas formed the soul of Chinese cities and towns in old days and
expressed the ideology and spirit of ancient Chinese people as well. When
modern cities build more and more concrete behemoths, pagodas are
gradually giving away. They are being ignored, damaged and even demolished
during modernization. It is our humble but sincere hope that the publishing
of this book will bring more and more people to recognize pagoda as a most
important cultural heritage of ancient China, to cherish the value of ancient
pagodas, and thus to help to make better protection for them so that these

heritages can stand forever in our hometowns.



=

Contents

a5 sy
P 85 1 L 8 S
Hh L SR O

i
Ab st B
He g

L1

=

ju3

2.1

2.2

23

2.4

2.5

il 3 1y 2 5 024

S 8 SO ] —— 026

i A 1 R —— 032

o [ A R —— 036

B T 3
A S

i, &hiE — 088

080

082

LAl 3 —— 104

W, Wl ——110



g5 Ly 3.1
AL BTk 3 3.2

R
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

3.9

7 0 X5 P R XAl 3 —— 130
w] PH X 3 —— 154

T 3 Xl 1 160
FEE K —220

AE X ——228
113k 18 X i —— 242
T DX i —— 328
KX ——332
B R i —334
% Xl ——370
PR X ——372
S X B ——378

i i X ity By —— 380

Bff s —— 476

12 Y ‘:‘l; ==t = - ) (IR
I oNisE, 7 52 BEPDFIE i 1A] : www. ertongbook. com



