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Unit 1 History of Saudi Arabia

Unit 1
History of Saudi Arabia

Warm-Up Questions

1. Which Arab country do you like to go to travel or study or live in?%
Do you know anything about its history? |
2. What do you know about the history of Saudi Arabia? :
3. Do you know the location of the Kingdom Center? What do youé
know about its history? |

History is the soul of a nation, to know something about a nation, knows
Eits history first. The history of Saudi Arabia, the largest country in the Middleé
EEast in terms of area, an ancient trade center, as a state, begins with itsé
éfouna’ation in 1932 by Abdul Aziz al-Saud, dlthough the history of what was to%
ébecome Saudi Arabia goes back to the beginnings of human habitation m
EArabia up to 20,000 years ago. :
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Brief History of Saudi Arabia®

Saudi Arabia traces its roots back to the earliest civilizations of the Arabian
Peninsula. Over the centuries, the peninsula has played an important role in
history as an ancient trade center.

Since King Abdul Aziz al-Saud established the modern Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in 1932, its transformation has been astonishing. In a few short decades,
the Kingdom has turned itself from a desert nation to a modern, sophisticated

state and a major player on the international stage.

Eady History

The first concrete evidence of human presence in the Arabian Peninsula
dates back 15,000 to 20,000 years. Bands of hunter-gatherers roamed the land,
living off wild animals and plants.

As the European ice cap melted during the last Ice Age, some 15,000
years ago, the climate in the peninsula became dry. Vast plains once covered
with lush grasslands gave way to scrubland and deserts, and wild animals
vanished. River systems also disappeared. This climate change forced humans
to move into the lush mountain valleys and oases. No longer able to survive as
hunter-gatherers, they had to develop another means of survival. As a result,
agriculture developed—first in Mesopotamia, then the Nile River Valley and
eventually spreading across the Middle East.

The development of agriculture brought other advances. Pottery allowed
farmers to store food. Animals, including goats, cattle, sheep, horses and
camels, were domesticated, and people abandoned hunting altogether. These
advances made intensive farming possible. In turn, settlements became more
permanent, leading to the foundations of what we call civilization-language,

writing, political systems, art and architecture.

@ http: //www. saudiembassy. net/about/country-information/history/.
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An Ancient Trade Center

Located between the two great centers of civilization, the Nile River Valley
and Mesopotamia, the Arabian Peninsula was the crossroads of the ancient
world. Trade was crucial to the area’s development. Caravan routes became
trade arteries that made life possible in the sparsely populated peninsula. The
people of the peninsula developed a complex network of trade routes to transport
agricultural goods highly sought after in Mesopotamia, the Nile Valley and the
Mediterranean Basin. These items included almonds from Taif, dates from the
oases, and aromatics such as frankincense and myrrh from the Tihama plain.

Spices were also important trade items. They were shipped across the
Arabian Sea from India and then transported by caravan. The huge caravans
traveled from what is now Oman and Yemen, along the great trade routes
running through Saudi Arabia’s Asir Province and then through Makkah and
Madinah, eventually arriving at the urban centers of the north and west.

The people of the Arabian Peninsula remained largely untouched by the
political turmoil in Mesopotamia, the Nile Valley and the eastern
Mediterranean. Their goods and services were in great demand regardless of
which power was dominant at that moment—Babylon, Egypt, Persia, Greece or
Rome. In addition, the peninsula’s great expanse of desert formed a natural

barrier that protected it from invasion by powerful neighbors.

The First Saudi State

In the early 18th century, Shaikh Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab, a scholar
and reformer who believes in Islam, began advocating a return to the original form
of Islam. Abdul Wahhab was initially persecuted by local religious scholars and
leaders who viewed his teachings as a threat to their power bases. He sought
protection in the town of Diriyah, which was ruled by Muhammad bin Saud.

Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab and Muhammad bin Saud formed an
agreement to dedicate themselves to restoring the pure teachings of Islam to the
Muslim community. In that spirit, bin Saud established the First Saudi State,
which prospered under the spiritual guidance of bin Abdul Wahhab, known
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simply as the Sheikh.

By 1788, the Saudi State ruled over the entire central plateau known as the
Najd. By the early 19th century, its rule extended to most of the Arabian
Peninsula, including Makkah and Madinah. The popularity and success of the
Al-Saud rulers aroused the suspicion of the Ottoman Empire, the dominant
power in the Middle East and North Africa at the time. In 1818, the Ottomans
dispatched a large expeditionary force armed with modern artillery to the western
region of Arabia. The Ottoman army besieged Diriyah, which by now had grown
into one of the largest cities in the peninsula. Ottoman forces leveled the city
with field guns and made it permanently uninhabitable by ruining the wells and

uprooting date palms.

Modemn Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Its Economy

The young Abdul-Aziz was determined to regain his patrimony from the Al-
Rashid family, which had taken over Riyadh and established a governor and
garrison there. In 1902, Abdul-Aziz, — accompanied by only 40 followers —
staged a daring night march into Riyadh to retake the city garrison known as the
Masmak Fortress. This legendary event marks the beginning of the formation of
the modern Saudi state. After establishing Riyadh as his headquarters, Abdul-
Aziz captured all of the Hijaz, including Makkah and Madinah, in 1924 to
1925. In the process, he united warring tribes into one nation.

On September 23, 1932, the country was named as the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, an Islamic state with Arabic as its national language and the Holy
Qur’an as its constitution.

When the modern Kingdom was established, the Arabian Peninsula was an
agricultural society depending on farming and commerce-especially date
exports and tradegenerated by pilgrims coming to Makkah and Madinah. The
discovery of oil in commercial quantities in 1938 changed that. Soon after
World War 1I, steady oil exports provided the funds to build a basic
infrastructure of roads, airports, seaports, schools and hospitals. While the
economy largely depended on oil revenues, Saudi leaders resolved to bring
about basic improvements in the country’s economic structure with the

objective to diversify the economy away from oil into other fields.
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Achievement of such an economic transformation required deliberate
planning and careful implementation of a development program with clearly
defined objectives. The quest for economic development and growth began in
earnest with the introduction of the First Development Plan in 1970 by MOEP,
Ministry of Economy and Planning in Saudi Arabia. This triggered a series of
ongoing five-year development plans to build a modern economy capable of
producing consumer and industrial goods that previously had been imported.
The first phase of this process was to establish an infrastructure that could
support a modern economic base and allow industry and commerce to
flourish. The next was to develop the human resources necessary to help bring
about the planned economic transformation. Finally, the focus could shift to
economic diversification, including expansion of the industrial, agricultural and
other sectors, an expansion that is now well advanced.

The establishment of the physical infrastructure was accomplished in
stages during the first three development plans. As the infrastructure was
taking shape, the government launched a major effort to expand the industrial
base. This was done along two separate, but parallel, courses. One aimed at
the expansion of the country’s oil industry and the other at establishing a
modern non-oil industrial sector. In addition to optimizing revenues from
Saudi oil production, the modern oil industry plays an equally important role in
the development of the non-oil industrial sector by providing the raw materials
and feedstock that facilitate the growth.

Throughout the course of the development plans, Saudi Arabia’s steady but
dramatic industrial and economic transformation has been accomplished
through the careful guidance and active support of the government. Today,

Saudi Arabia is one of the fastest developing countries in the world.

New Words

trace [trers] v. to go back over again iB#f (Hi%); L#; B
monotheistic [ monouBr'istik | adj. believing that there is only one god —#i!
WY

sophisticated [ so'fistikertid ] adj. ahead in development; complex or intricate
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concrete [ 'komkriit] adj. capable of being perceived by the senses; not abstract
or imaginary SEFERY; B4R

roam [roum] v. walk about without any fixed plan or purpose {&1lff; H#E;
Tieg 1

lush [1af] adj. produced or growing in extreme abundance ZK (1); BN ;
FE

scrubland [ 'skrablond] n. an uncultivated region covered with scrub vegetation 7
AR HE

vanish [ 'vaenif] v. get lost, especially without warning or explanation; become
invisible {H%; ZEIRAIL

oases [ou'ers:iz] n. a fertile tract in a desert x| ; HEXHE, 44in] oasis Y
BHOEA

pottery [ 'potor1] n. the craft of making earthenware M7

domesticate [ do' mestikert ] v. make fit for cultivation, domestic life, and
service to humans YR ; YIFFHY

intensive [ n'tensiv] adj. tending to give force or emphasis %4 H; i€
) KR

settlement [ 'setlmont] n. a community of people smaller than a town %€ J& 5,

caravan [ 'keeroveen ] n. a procession (of wagons or mules or camels) traveling
together in single file (ZFEHEAVPIRRY) FATBA; REBA

artery [ 'a:tori] n. a major thoroughfare that bears important traffic /i fk

sparsely [ spa:sli] adv. in a sparse manner Ffi/bih; A= Hb

aromatic [ ero'meetik] n. FFHEAEY); FHHEFH

frankincense [ 'frenkmsens] n. FL#&

myrrh [mo:(r) ] n W#y (—FERAR)

spice [ spais] n. WA ; FE

ship [ fip] v. transport commercially; go on board 3iz; (M) iZi%

turmoil [ 'to:morl] n. a violent disturbance 1R#L; &zl

invasion [ m'versn] n. any entry into an area not previously occupied {2 #%;
BA

sheikh [ feik] n. #&&; P

advocate [ 'edvokert] v. push for something $&{8; F ik

n. a person who pleads for a cause or propounds an idea ¥ ; #REH
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persecute [ 'pa:sikju:t] v. cause to suffer (JEHEEHEBIAEIMK) BFE

suspicion [ sa'spifn] n. doubt about someone’s honesty & %¢; 115E

dispatch [ dis'petf] v. send away towards a designated goal JKi&; V&

expeditionary [ ekspr'difoneri] adj. (used of military forces) designed for
military operations abroad ¥R #Y; HfFR) (LIEEF L)

artillery [a:'tilorr] n. 4, K4; HEFA

besiege [ br'si:d3] v. surround so as to force to give up [ ; fH

uninhabitable [ Anm'habitobl] adj. not fit for people to live A& B fEHAY

patrimony [ 'patrimonr] n. #tj¥; FHLM S

garrison [ 'gerisn] n. SFAPA; GEih; BIE

legendary [ 'ledzondr1] adj. celebrated in fable or legend & 5iHY; 54T HY;
HHH

headquarter [ 'hed'kwo:to] n. SF; HI4HE

generate [ 'dzenarert] v. produce; bring into existence f=4z; HAL

pilgrim [ 'pilgrim] n. someone who journeys to a sacred place as an act of
religious devotion ¥ &

infrastructure [ 'mfrastraktfa ] n. the basic physical and organizational structures
and facilities needed for the operation of a society or enterprise (e.g
buildings, roads, power supplies) &A%t

revenue [ 'revonju:| n. a state’s annual income from which public expenses
are met (EZEM) FA; Bilk

diversify [ dar'va:siti] n. the state of being diverse 257 ; LM

deliberate [ di'lib(2)rat] adj. marked by careful consideration or reflection;
with care and dignity R EZUEK

implementation [ implimen'teif(a)n] n. the act of accomplishing some aim
or executing some order 3EJifi; AT

flourish [ 'flarif] v. grow vigorously; gain in wealth % ; 3%, JHEK

parallel [ 'perolel] adj. being everywhere equidistant and not intersecting -
AT

optimize [ 'optimaiz] v. to improve the way that something is done or used so
that it is as effective as possible {f:fk

feedstock [ 'fi:dstok] n. the raw material that is required for some industrial

process B 458 (GEANLERSOM T MK
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Phrases & Expressions

play an important role in
live off

give way to

be crucial to

in turn

seek after

the great expanse of
dedicate oneself to doing
take over

with the support of
made a concerted effort to

be determined to

e REEEM
KA -+ A= T

ik

Xfe BB LHER

RZ; Rabk; #KK;
F3K; B3R

—HECIRM
BOLBTF; BT
e, WET
X BT BIXH
FOt g MHE RS
T Pai i

in earnest INEHL; REAKH
take shape WA B
Proper Names
Saudi Arabia [ 'so:dr o'reibia ] s SEA (S|
Arabian Peninsula [ o'rerbion pr'nmsjuls | (GETR(ZE =

Abdul-Aziz al-Saud
[ ,a:bdula'zi:z el sa:'u:d ]

Mesopotamia | mesapa'termio |
the Nile [nail] river
Mediterranean Basin

[ medito'renion 'beisn |

Taif [ ta:1f ]

Oman [ ou'ma:n |
Yemen [ 'jemon |
Asir [a's10]

B[ N FEEH - BTFFZZ (1876—
1953 4F)

FERABKE (LYHPEREH)
Je % i

b g 4

WK (U8 BT A 7Y 3 K
i)

b (PURIEEZR)

Wil (WEEER)

BTPY/R (UHFBTHRAAE4r)
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Makkah [ 'maeko ] i (Mecca FIHHIEZFR)

Madinah [ 'medmo ] ZAR (PTHAATEZFR)

Babylon [ 'babilon ] B (HCE ST E Bab-
ylonia FJE#R)

Persia [ 'po:fo] B (HEEER, HFRFE
#)

Riyadh [ ri:'ja:d] FIHERS (WHERTHIAE#R)

Hijaz [ 'hi:'dzzz] B (WREFThRE 4)

Ottoman [ 'otomen | THHEA

Turki [ 'to:ki] RIKIE; RIKA

Background Information

1. Abdul-Aziz al-Saud (1876 - 1953)

The legendary King Abdul-Aziz (also known as Ibn Saud) was the first
founder of Saudi Arabia and the father of the present-day king. He began
conquering today’s Saudi Arabia in 1902, by restoring his family as emirs of
Riyadh. He then proceeded to first conquer the Nejd (1922 ) and then the
Hejaz (1925) . He progressed from Sultan of Nejd, to King of Hejaz and
Nejd, and finally to King of Saudi Arabia in 1932. His reign ended in 1953.

(Note®: In Arabic names, prefix “al-" is the definite article in Arabic—
the equivalent of “the” in English. Surnames that begin with “al” often refer
to the place where someone’s ancestors were born. “Ibn” ( “son of”) seems
to be spelled “ibn” when used at the beginning of a name, and “bin” when
preceded by another bit of the name (Joe bin Bob, or just Ibn Bob) . Or it’s
“Ibn” in the Middle east and “Bin” in north Africa. )

2. MOEP (Ministry of Economy and Planning)

MOEP, the Ministry of Economy and Planning, ( formerly Ministry of

@ http: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Wikipedia: Arabic_ names.
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Planning until its mandate was revised and broadened in 2003 to take over
numerous macro-economic concerns from the Ministry of Finance ) has
developed a set of economic models in devising quantitative targets for its
five-year plans:

a. The Century Model: as its name implies, the CM provides long term
projections to analyze trends of prices of oil, water and human resources. b.
The Selection Model: this is a general equilibrium model to arrive at medium-
term forecast and therefore recommend policies with respect to development
priorities. ¢. The Implementation Model: this will be used to explore sectoral
trends and the necessary policies as a follow-up to implementation of the plan.
d. Oil Model: this is used to develop projections of oil revenues under
alternative scenarios on the world oil market. The models are extensively

applied in setting the macroeconomic framework of each plan.

3. The Ottoman Empire

The Ottoman Empire (1299 — 1923 ), sometimes referred to as the
Turkish Empire or simply Turkey, was a contiguous transcontinental empire
founded by Turkish tribes under Osman Bey in north-western Anatolia in
1299. In 1453, the Ottoman state was transformed into an empire. During
the 16th and 17th centuries, in particular at the height of its power under the
reign of Suleiman the Magnificent, the Ottoman Empire was one of the most
powerful states in the world—a multinational, multilingual empire, controlling
much of Southeast Europe, Western Asia, North Africa and the Horn of
Africa.

Study & Practice

I Read Aloud and Memorize

Read the following paragraph aloud until you have learned them by heart.
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Saudi Arabia traces its roots back to the "earlie:st civilizations of the

Arabian Pemnsula, Over the centuries, the pemnsula has played an 1mportant

role in hlstory as an ancient trade center.

Since King Abdul Aziz al-Saud established the modem ngdom of Saud1
Arabia in 1932, its transformanon has been astomshmg In a few short
decades, the Kingdom has turned 1tself from a desert nation to a modem
sophlstlcated state and a major player on the mternatlonal stage. ‘

IL Answer the Following Questions

1.

Why was it said that Arabian Peninsula has played an important role in

history?

2. Why did humans move into the places where Arabian Peninsula was
located?

3. Where is the Arabian Peninsula located in?

4. Why was Arabian Peninsula untouched by the political turmoil?

5. Who advocates a return to the original form of Islam?

6. What marks the formation of modern Saudi Arabia?

7. What role does oil industry play in economic development in Saudi
Arabia?

8. What are the objectives and phases of ongoing five-year development
plans mentioned?

Ik Cloze

Complete the following passages according to your own understanding,

and change the forms where necessary.



