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Unit

Judy Syfers, a wife herself, suddenly has an idea that she, too, would like
to have a wife. How funny!| However, when you are through with this arti-

cle, you may find nothing ridiculous about her idea any more.

Why | Want a Wife
Judy Syfers

1 I am a wife, and not by accident, a mother of two children. Not long
ago, a friend of mine came to me and told me that he was looking for a
wife. As I thought about him one evening, I suddenly have the idea that
I, too, would like to have a wife.

2 T would like to go back to school so that T can become a good
scientist. I want a wife who would work and send me to school. And while

I am going to school I want a wife who would look after my children. I

nn
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want her to make sure my children eat properly and are kept clean. I want
a wife who will comb the girl’s hair and tie the boy’s necktie and wash the
children’s clothes. 1 want a wife who arranges the children’s schooling,
takes them to the park or the zoo and makes them have a good time after
school. 1 want a wife who looks after the children when they are sick,
arranges to be around when the children need special care. Of course, I

cannot miss lecture at school.

3 I want a wife who will take care of me. She will see to it that my
personal things are kept in the proper places so that I can find what I need
the minute I need it. I want a wife who is a good cook. She will plan the
menus, do the necessary shopping, cook the meals, and serve them
pleasantly. She will do the cleaning up after the meals while T do my
studying. 1 want a wife who will care for me when I am sick and
sympathize with my pain and loss of time from school. I want a wife to

accompany me when our family takes a holiday so that she can continue to

2]



care for me and my children when I need rest and change of scene.

4 1 want a wife who will take care of my social life. When I meet
friends at home, I want a wife who will prepare a special meal, serve it to
me and my friends. She will not cut in when I talk about the things that
interest me and my friends. I want a wife who will have arranged things so
that the children are fed and ready for bed before my guests arrive. I want
a wife who take care of the needs of my guests so that they may feel
comfortable. She will make sure that they are offered a second helping of
the food, that their wine glasses are filled up, and that their coffee is
served to them as they like. ’

5 I want a wife who will not trouble me with a wife’s duties but always
listen to me. She must arrange to lose time at work, but not to lose her
job. She knows that sometimes I need a night out by myself. If, by
chance, I find another person better as a wife than the wife I already
have, I want to have the freedom to replace her with another one. And my
wife will take the children and be responsible for them so that I can be left
free.

6 My God, who wouldn’t want a wife?

Vocabulary

scientist [ 'saiontist | n. BlER

proper [ 'propa] a. &2, e

comb [ koum | no, v BFH,

tie [ tai ] n., v 4 45 (G )
ut. AT ILA9K, 5 PR
vi. PRI (A TF)RE SR ,.1T

45, A
neck [ nek ] n. W, FE¥
park [ pa:k | n. NI

suO WuUN
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zoo [ zu: |

sick [ sik]

lecture [ 'lektfa ]

personal [ 'pazsonl |

meal [ mi:l ]

serve [ saiv]

sympathize [ 'simpa0aiz ]
loss [ los]

accompany [ 9'kampani ]
holiday [ thaladi, 'holidei |
continue [ kan'tinju: ]
scene [ siin |

prepare [ pri'pea ]

cut [ kat]

feed [ fixd ]
ready [ 'redi]
arrive [ 9'raiv |

offer [ 'ofa ]

wine [ wain |

coffee [ 'kofi |

freedom [ 'frizdom ]

vi.

vt

vi.

sk

A 5 B

Wt , 38 i, (oA 25 e

B PR, 18 5T, B0l

s, VI, B

P

AR, AK

[ &8 ] AFREY
—%&, — R, ER

AR %, R Feli , 1815
FltE , #RFE

TR K

REHE =

B H ;B&H#; KR

HELE , 4hsE

RE,RR

W T
P1(EH) , (BEZ%) 1838, 59,4,
RIZE , R, M, FRRE

(71 .8 HESE B9) DI HI, ¥, i
W,40,00
IR, SR (45 iz
HERIFIY , B

Bk ; ik s A B (at)

g, R, ER

RAOE, H4r, SRR, B, B
(Pl& BHLEE) B, BRER , RN
B, R

mnef , AR, o2, oinE =, o
3]
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replace [ri( 1) 'pleis] v. B, B8, B, B JBC 12

JR 4k
responsible [ ris'ponsobl | a. ATER, AT RN, vRHE K, 7t
Y
Phrases & Expressions
by accident {RSRHE , Z 5
think about o, 8228 RERE
look after HR I, FER
make sure 5L, FFHASE  HRfE
see to it ( that) 5 ME R
the minute (that) ettty ! KL
care for B, ME
cut in Y, T
by chance ‘ AR, B
Notes

1. I suddenly had the idea that I , too, would like to have a wife. F& &SR 48
(A TMER) - HREBEAINET.

1) X H that I, too, would like to have a wife & —/~52 8 1m)F,#—%
BiBH idea FINZ, R idea HIFIALIE. 0. :

They expressed the hope that they would come and visit China again.

ftbfi 1R A B REFRR VT R E .

2) like 73X B 2 3hiA], BEZ“ B0, BE" ; like tL 7] F/EN, B A

suQ Iun

AR, R — BT B AT PRI AN, R IR R, AR IR o T
Jane looks rather like Mary.
AR RR I

I saw a number of small hard things like stones.

HEN—BRAL—HFREN/N L)L,
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Do you like it?

RERE?

— i) %5 UL R TE T iE R R AR 8 1, 2 T B R

2. And while I am going to school---7ER b 2Z BB fgE--

X B school AHE , EARRGIT (B&) , MRE ¥ . ELRIF)
Fibh:

go to hospital ( LEEPE) 69
go to church ( L#at) Wl
go to sea ' PN R

go to bed ZHE,

ready for bed HE 2 BB

(stay)in prison A A

3. She will see to it that my personal things are kept in their proper places---
fth 55 WA FELFR A9 N i B S i -

X HL see 2 S0, —REBEE"FER

Will you see to it that you are fully prepared? ( = make sure that)

PRAEA PR UL — D27

4. +-+s0 that I can find what I need the minute I need it, +-+-- XEEIRBELE
T2 (R BN 2B E

What | need 48" FPIrEAAKRIE" .

What 7E 4524 T the thing(s) which. f:

This is what I wanted to know = This is the thing that I wanted to know.

I need it h2— 528 F, (&M the minute,
5. She will make sure that they are offered a second helping of the food, ---

(A TR MO A I B — B3 ) oo

Exercises to the text

1. Comprehension of the text

Choose the best answer to each of the following.
1) Who wrote the article?

[}



that

2)

3) According to the author, what does “wife” mean here?
A.
B.
R
D.
4) The word “trouble” in the 5th paragraph means
A.
B.
6]
D.

5) The last sentence “My God, who wouldn’t want a wife?” may indicate

oo w

hich of the following statements is NOT true?

SO w»r=E00w >

A woman with two children.
A man who wants to marry very much.
A woman who wants to marry very much.

A man with two children.

She wants a wife who will work and send her to school.

She wants a wife who will be as equal as her.

She wants a wife who will take care of her and her social life

She wants a wife who will not trouble her with a wife’s duties but al-

ways listens to her. ,

A husband’s lover.
A husband’s partner.
A husband’s servant.

A husband’s manager.

cause worry
cause convenience

convenient

Hun

win a victory

auQ

Perhaps no one would want a wife.
Perhaps somebody would want a wife.

Perhaps no one wouldn’t want a wife.

. Perhaps everyone wouldn’t want a wife.
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2. Vocabulary

I.Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the form where necessary.

arrive proper continue ready replace freedom

responsible think about care for by accident

1) You can it and let me know your decision later.

2) I will let you know as soon as I in Beijing.

3) Would you a walk?

4) Everything is . We'll set out at six.

5) Columbus discovered America not

6) Can anything a mother’s love and care?

7) He is too young for such a job.

8) Are you doing it in the way 7

9) Mary gives me the of her library.

10) He hopes to at school for another year.

[I. Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the words given at the
beginning.
Example; work worker working
A. He was working when the doorbell rang.
B. Mary had been a worker before she became a teacher.
C. If she works hard, she will succeed.
1) science scientist scientific
A. Most of the Nobel Prize winners are
B. His name is known to many in the circles.
C. We are living in a world of modern
2) free freely freedom
A. He wants to live a life from troubles.
B. They fought for national

C. You can speak in front of me.



