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Abstract

Shun Pao was an important cradle of novelists as it published
novels since the late Qing Dynasty. Its supplement * Ziyoutan” in
particular, was an epitome of the interactive development between
journalism and literature. Hsin Shun Pao ( New Shun Pao) followed
Shun Pao, the supplement of which, Ziyouxinyu and Small Shun Pao,
attracted many novel-writers who made their names at Shun
Pao. Therefore, examining the group of novelists who published works
in these two newspapers and discussing the process of how they
produced novelists to the literary arena is of great significance for
studying the modernization process of novels and Chinese literature in
the late Qing dynasty and the early Republic of China.

Novels were published soon after the initiation of Shun Pao on its
attached page such as Ying Huan Suo Ji and Xin Xi Xian Tan which
were somehow independent and had been suspended for a time.
Original Novels appeared on the formal pages of the newspaper since
1907, and there was a gush of novel publication when Shun Pao
developed the independent system of creation, distribution and
publication with the foundation of newspapers’ supplement Ziyoutan.
Hsin Shun Pao, which bore a competitive relationship with its precursor
Shun Pao, was founded at the end of 1916. This younger newspaper
inherited and retained the original novel writer team almost completely
by hunting and recruiting Wang Dungen, the first editor of Shun Pao’s
supplement Ziyoutan, and thus once became the major platform for the

novelists to publish their novels. “ Cultivation” and “competition” for
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novelists between the two newspapers lasted until the summer of 1919 |
when the supplement of Hsin Shun Pao made a revision and its editors
were replaced. During this period, the novelist troops of the two
newspapers continued to grow. Some outstanding novelists became the
main writers of the two newspapers and cut a striking figure in the
fiction circle and then turned themselves into well-known novelists in
the popular literary field at that time.

From 1907 to 1919, there were more than one hundred
contributors publishing their novels on Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao.
They formed loose groups through Ziyoutan and the “Free talk confab”
. Later, some members of the group migrated from Shun Pao to Hsin
Shun Pao when Ziyoutan’s major editor changed and then in a new
literary situation the group was unknowingly disappeared under the nose
of the readers. Members of this group of writers could be roughly
divided into three categories, while the writers of each category were
distinguished from others by their intimacy with Shun Pao and Hsin
Shun Pao and their characteristics of literary creation, and there were
about 30 representative writers of the group. The first category was the
predecessor novelists represented by Zou Tao and Lin Shu, who were
not only invited for contributions by Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao, but
also participated or influenced the formation and creation of the group
of novel writers. The second category was the writers who basically
entered into the literary world owing to Ziyoutan and became fixed
contributors to Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao. They were Jiading Er wo,
Xu Liaoqing, Wu Juemi, Li Changjue, Liu Huogong, Xu Shoudie,
Chen Xiaodie and others. Some of them had been active and creative for
a long time while some contributed to the two newspapers for a short
time; some became famous in the literary arena quickly while some
flopped later on or even withdrew from the literary arena. The third
category were the female novelists, Jiang Yingqing, Lv Yunqing, Miss
Xiuying and others supported by Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao and

other magazines, who were the earliest female writers stepping from
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Abstract Q

traditional society into the modern world in the late Qing dynasty and
the early Republic of China. These three kinds of writers constituted the
novel writing groups of Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao, promoted these
two newspapers’ literary influence in the literary field at that time,
opened up their market and paved the way for the * old-school™ popular
literature in the 1920s.

However, it is precisely such a group of old-style popular novelists
whowere constantly neglected in the tide of times and literature. Firstly,
some novelists were forgotten by the younger readers when they quitted
the literary arena in 1930s and 1940s. Then the writers of “old school”
popular novel and their works were devalued against the new historical
background. For restoring the development of modern Chinese novels or
for exploring the true situation of literary world in the late Qing Dynasty
and early Republic of China, it is of great significance to clarify the
real development and practice of the novelists at Shun Pao and Hsin
Shun Pao who were the main representatives of the popular literary
world at that time. The origin and fate of these novelists need to be
studied, and their status and values throughout the development of
modern Chinese novels need to be re-evaluated as well.

The formation of novelist groups in Shun Pao and Hsin Shun Pao
was benefited from the identity conversion and the changes of modern
intellectuals, whose popular novels were welcomed by ordinary readers
owing to the emergence of the new press media. With the ascension of
the status of novel, the identity of “novelist” was also updated. The
writers who poured into the supplementary platform of Shun Pao and
Hsin Shun Pao were an epitome of the transformation of modern
intellectuals. Their springing up was also due to the convenience
provided by the two newspapers for literary creation. During this
period, the lower threshold for publishing works, the decline in the
quality of the works, the clustering of novelists and other phenomena
were all manifestations of the modernization of Chinese novel under the

influence of newspapers and periodicals, which could be examined in
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contrast with the fictional creation in the current era of Internet today,
and provide research clues for the evolution of popular novel in the past

100 years.

Keywords: Shun Pao; Hsin Shun Pao; Late Qing Dynasty and
Early Republic of China; Novelist
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