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Preface

At sunrise, one late April morning, [ walked the short distance from my hotel
to the Olympic Forest Park in Beijing. Even at this early hour, many were walking
and running its trails, but I was there with my binoculars. At peak bird migration,
this was a great place to spend a couple of hours before work. The woods and

marshes were busy with songs of warblers and flycatchers.

Coming round a bend in a path, a group of twenty people surprised me.
Huddled close together, they stood with cameras and huge telephoto lenses looking
across a small open field with great anticipation. No famous film star could have
expected a more attentive group of fans, nor a more expensive collection of
professional cameras and equipment. I stood at the back of the group, hoping for
some explanation, when someone proudly showed me what he’d photographed

earlier: a male pheasant, They were waiting for it to reappear.

On my morning walks over the next few weeks, I regularly encountered
groups of equally intent wildlife photographers. The lake was a favourite spot,
with cameras and their owners strung along its bank at intervals, waiting patiently
for a bird to appear. A family of whooping swans was another favourite, as they

stopped by on the migration to northern Russia.

Of course, I've met wildlife photographers before, but the number and
dedication of these in Beijing tells me this is a very Chinese passion. Nature
and Wildlife Photography in China is confirmation. 1t’s a thrilling collection of
photographs of mammals, birds, flowers, insects, and scenery. China photographers

have much to be passionate about.

This group of photographers behind this collection formed a group “Imaging
the Biodiversity Expedition™ in 2009. They combine visuals with field surveys
to document biodiversity inventories in different areas, including 60 nature
reserves throughout China. They also pair with science team to make sure their
identifications were right. This book summarizes their efforts over the past 10

years, covering more than 300,000 km and recording 8000 species.



China’s wildlife reflects the country’s exceptional range of habitats. There are
black-necked cranes, descending past a snow-covered Himalayan peak, Tibetan
asses and Przewalkski’s horses roaming wild grasslands. There are elephants,
monkeys and birds from steamy tropical forests, the Yangtze river dolphin, tropical
corals. China spans the very cold to the hot, the very dry deserts to wet forests
and all the species these areas contain. In an area roughly the same size as the
continental United States, China has 15% of the world’s terrestrial vertebrate
species, and 12% of its plants. Wildlife photographers have so many species to

capture!

The plant photographs alone capture this: we see them flowering on high
mountains during the few weeks when the snow melts, orchids in the rainforests,
flowers of dry deserts, flowers floating on lakes. Each is jewel, adding splashes of

colour to the landscape.

The book’s photographers stalk their animals with large telephoto lenses, of
course — how else would one get a photo of a pair of snow leopards? But this
book spans so many other techniques. The close-up photographs of insects are of
a world with creatures beyond the imagination of those who invent science fiction.
Surely the fly, Eudorylas, is a mechanised monster from another planet. The

mantis, Ceratomantis, surely gives the small insects on which it feeds nightmares.

[’m pleased too to see a collection of photographs from camera traps. These
are not artistic triumphs as photographs. But, they are scientifically significant —
and represent a major technical advance. A decade or so ago, digital cameras were
too slow to turn on, when an animal passed them. Film cameras worked but one
had to check them frequently. Now, digital cameras can wait patiently for months,
snapping thousands of photos. What they see are animals that we know very poorly
indeed, species that are very shy and hard to detect any other way. We are learning

so much about what’s out there, hiding from us.

Throughout, this book fills me with a sense of wonder. For example, there

are more than ten pages of different kinds of pheasants, each more beautiful than



the next. I want to see that one! No, that one! China is the pheasant capital of the
world with 35 species. Their homes in the mountains of the south and west are a
fitting backdrop to their vivid colours. There are the herds of Tibetan antelopes. or
the family of golden snub-nosed monkeys that would be fascinating to watch for
hours were one lucky to come across them. Or the brilliant flowers in their alpine

meadows that would fascinate on a mountain hike.

All this wonder comes with the price of worrying whether our children will
be able to experience — and photograph — nature in the way we have done. Some
the species are very rare indeed — the giant panda is the most famous example.
It was once widespread in China but now lives in a few mountain ranges mostly
in Sichuan. Worse, it’s population is fragmented into isolated groups, some likely
too small to be viable in the long term. Other species live in the tropical forests
in Yunnan where extensive areas are being cleared for rubber plantations. The
Yangtze river dolphin may now be extinct, a victim of massive industrial activity
along the river’s banks and the almost three-quarters of a billion people living in

its watershed.

Certainly, there is some good news. China is protecting more of its land,
setting aside large for nature protection. Over the last few years, I’ve been
fortunate to visit many such places, from the wetland in Zha Long in the north to
the remaining forests on the tropical island of Hainan and west to the Sanjiangyuan
National Nature Reserve the Tibetan plateau in Qinghai, and Jiuzhaigou Nature
Reserve and other protected places in Sichuan. Many millions of people now visit
these areas. The facilities for tourists — armed with their cameras to photograph
wildlife or just smartphones — are impressive indeed. Most of these areas are
in the west and southwest, as indeed are the photographs in this book. There are

fewer people there of course, but there are also more species.

Recent studies have shown that the species that are uniquely Chinese — those
found nowhere else on Earth — concentrate in these western regions. Protecting
them is vital to protecting China’s biodiversity. Of course, this is where the giant

panda lives and it has been a priority for the Chinese authorities.

VI



This makes me ask: is protecting the panda good for protecting other species?
Working with my Chinese colleague, Binbin Li, we’ve concluded that it is — a
lot of China’s other unique species live where the pandas live, under its protective
umbrella, as it were. It’s not a perfect solution — there are a lot of species that live
in other places, too, and they need protection. We love pandas, but we also love the

many other species that this book photographs.

And that’s the point of it. China’s wildlife is beautiful and fascinating and
scientifically interesting and its natural areas are unique places that fascinate
Chinese and international visitors alike. This book shows what we have to lose if

we are not careful to protect nature.

So, when I met the group waiting for the pheasant, | was delighted. I wish I
could have told them how thrilled I was to see their pleasure in such a lovely bird.
With that enthusiasm comes the commitment we can all share to save China’s

exceptional wildlife for our children — and for thousands of more years in this

AN G

Doris Duke Professor of Conservation Ecology

country’s long cultural experience.
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Northeast China

ocated at the northern tip of China, the region features a frigid and moist

climate.From east to west, steppes and marshes in Songliao and Sanjiang

Plains gradually give way to forests in Greater and Lesser Khingan
Ranges. Northeast China is the country’s main habitat of reindeer, roe deer, (hazel)
grouse, Korean salamander, wood frog and other typical northern species. The
north of Greater Khingan Rangesis home to typical frigid-zone species including
moose, mountain hare and wood lemming. The expansive forests and numerous
marshes have created a wonderful kingdom of hoofed animals, crane, egret, wild
goose, duck, grouse and pheasant. Birds overwintering in the south will migrate to
the region in the summer. Daunted by the frigid climate, amphibians and reptiles
here are limited in type. Over the past century, the landscape of Northeast China
has been dramatically reshaped by deforestation, reclamation, and draining of
wetlands. Human factors as such haveposed severe threats to the survival of

Siberian tiger, Amur leopard and red-crowned crane.
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Located at the northwestern edge of Lesser Khingan
Mountains, Shengshan National Nature Reserve is made
up of hills, river valley and wetland. It is the only forest
reserve along the China-Russia border, and the north point
where Korean pine woods can grow. On an early autumn
morning after the rain, the sun climbs above the yonder
hills and emanates its rays through layers of tree-crowns.
The mist hanging over the valley caresses the string-like
rays, playing a celestial concerto with merry twitters and

gurgling streams.
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North China

ocated in the south of the Palaearctic realm, North China shares its

southern border - Qinling Mountains and Huaihe River - with the Oriental

realm. It is where northern species - typified by forest creatures from
Northeast China and desert/grassland animals from Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang
- intermix with moisture-loving southern ones. Peking gecko, plain laughingthrush,
brown-eared pheasant and desman are among the few species endemic to the
region. Topographically, it is high in the north (mountainous areas) and west (Loess
Plateau) and low in the east (Huanghuai Plain). Featuring a warm-temperate
climate, the monsoon-influenced region has four distinct seasons. Agriculture
and other human activities go back a long way in North China. The passage of
years has seen primary forests give place to secondary woods of oaks and pines,
and primary steppes to coppices, farmlands and meadows. Large animals which
originally lived here, like red deer, sika deer, David's deer, tiger and black bear,
have fully or substantially vanished; only smaller ones or those accustomed to
the agri-environment, like hamster, field mouse, zokor, crow and magpie, remain
in large quantities. As a part of the migration routes, coastal areas of North China

are vital to birds.
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