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Preface

We at Itasca are very excited about the new edition of this important book on the funda-
mentals and applications of FLAC3D. We are pleased to see the increasing adoption of
FILLAC3D as a tool for solving complex geomechanical problems in China and it is likely

that this book has contributed to this rise in popularity.

In this book, Prof. Wang and co-authors add some new interesting case studies including
initial stress simulation, seepage simulation, structural elements, strength reduction
method for slope stability, etc. The HydroChina-Ttasca R&D Center in Hangzhou is cur-
rently working on two world class projects: the Jinping Underground Research Laboratory
(URL) and the Baihetan Hydropower Plant. Other researchers and engineers in China
have also used FILAC3D in many different projects including simulation of mining excava-
tions (Chapter 13), subways (Chapter 11), foundation trench engineering (Chapter 12),
analysis of powerhouse caverns (Chapter 14) and tailings ponds (Chapter 13). We are
proud of the contributions that FILAC3D has made to these endeavors and are often im-
pressed with the range of applications and the quality of the work that can be achieved u-

sing this software.

This book continues to help new users become familiar with the software and we hope that
its use in China will continue to grow. We are continually trying to improve the functional-
ity, usability and performance of FLAC3D and we look forward to many more editions in
the future describing new and exciting features as FLAC3D continues to evolve to meet the

needs of practicing engineers.
Jim Hazzard
Software Manager

Itasca Consulting Group

Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
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