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People in the story
L& L HIIPNCY/

Kieran: a twelve-year-old boy

Mum: Kieran’s mother

Dad: Kieran’s father

Fred: Kieran’s pet spider, a Chilean Rose tarantula
Connor O’Brien: a boy in Kieran’s class

Mrs O’Brien: Connor’s mother

Mr Robins: Kieran’s science teacher

Miss Burton: Kieran’s geography teacher
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BEFORE YOU READ
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@ Look at the pictures in Chapter 1. What do you think?
Answer the questions.
1 Who is climbing the building?



hapter 1

Christmas lights

“Twenty seconds to go, everybody!” said the D].

I was outside Sheffield Town Hall. Shefhield is a big
city with lots of people, and thousands were there to see
the Christmas lights go on. My dad was with me, but he
said he had to do something. That was fifteen minutes

ago.
‘Where are you, Dad?’ I thought. “Youre not going
to see the lights go on!’

Chapter 1 Christmas lights 7



Then the DJ said, ‘OK, everybody! Ten, nine, eight,
seven, six ... We all said the numbers with him.

‘... five, four, three, two, one!’

The Christmas lights went on all over the buildings.
They were beautiful. Everyone said, ‘Ah!” or ‘Ooh!” And
we all looked up at them.

That’s when I saw Dad. He was on the side of the
Town Hall. “He’s climbing up!” I thought. ‘Oh no! Turn
the lights off! Turn them off!" I didn’t want people to see
him.

8 Spider Boy



But it was too late. “Wow!" said the DJ. ‘Look,
everybody! Someone’s climbing up the Town Hall!’

People said ‘Ah’ and ‘Ooh’ again, but this time they
were afraid. Dad looked very small up there.

‘Is he going to fall?’ the woman next to me said. ‘I
can't look!’

I didn’t want to look. But I had to. Because that was
my dad up there!

Dad went slowly up the building. He loves climbing
and he knows what he’s doing. But the building was very
tall and there were lots of people. He stopped to look
at us. “Think about what you’re doing, Dad!’ I told him
in my head. That’s what he always said to me when we
went climbing. “Think about what you're doing, Kieran!’

Dad started climbing again. After five minutes he
got to the top.

Chapter 1 Christmas lights Q



‘How about that, everybody?’ the DJ said. "Make
some noise for the climber!’

Everyone shouted and called out. But I didn't. I saw
two policemen - they were going into the Town Hall.

‘What are they going to do?’ I thought.

After five minutes, the policemen came out again -
with Dad. They took him away, and he shouted over to me:
‘Go home, Kieran. Mum finishes work at nine o’clock’

“That’s his son!” the woman next to me said. Then
everyone looked at me. I wanted to die.

* * *

Mum wasn’t back from work when I got home. I
went up to my bedroom and told Fred all about Dad.
Fred’s my pet spider. I tell him everything.

‘Why did he climb up there, Fred?’ I asked. “‘Why?’

Fred walked over my hand. He wanted his dinner.

‘The TV people were there!’ I told Fred. ‘Now
everyone at school is going to know about it. Connor
O’Brien is going to know about it!”

Fred walked up my arm. I knew he understood. I
also knew he was hungry. I put him back in his home
and gave him his food. I watched him eat. After a
minute, I put my computer on and started to write. I

write something every day - about spiders or about how
[ feel.

Young spiders aren't very easy to see. This is because they
don't have much colour. | want to be a young spider. | don't
want people to see me.

v
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LOOKING BACK

€ Check your answers to Before you read on page 6.

ACTIVITIES

LA R B B B R E N EBEEZSEHRZSEZSEH-REZSEH-NRSE-SH-NEZSEH-SRB-E-RZSEH;RH;NIMNRZSES;SEH;SH;EH;SHER]

9 Complete the sentences with Kieran, Dad or Fred.

1 ... Keran s outside the Town Hall.

2 .. iswatching the Christmas lights go on.
B e B i is climbing up the Town Hall.
AR o.tells ... everything.

DE oL ek e 15 IONPTY.

TRt e T writes something every day.

€) Underline the correct words in each sentence.

1 The Christmas lights go on / off all over the buildings.
Kieran wants / doesn’t want people to see Dad.

Kieran watches / doesn’t watch Dad climb the Town Hall.
Dad climbs quickly / slowly up the building.

The Town Hall is tall / not very tall.

Kieran is happy / unhappy about Dad.

Mum is /isn’t at home when Kieran gets home.

No one / Everyone at school is going to know about
Kieran's dad.

00 N O U A WN

o Match the questions with the answers.
1 Why was Kieran outside the Town Hall? [b]
2 Who goes into the Town Hall? []
3 Who does Kieran talk to when he gets home? [ ]



Y

What does Kieran write about? [ |

Fred, his pet tarantula.

He was watching the Christmas lights go on.
About spiders or the way he feels.

Two policemen.

o n o o

© Who or what do the underlined words refer to?

_the D] Dad (x2) the Christmas lights
the policemen (x2) Fred (x2)

We all said the numbers with him. _theDJ
| didn't want people to see him. ...
And we all lookedup atthem. ... .. ...
thepomdiofalle . . .. . .

‘What are they going to do?’ ...
They took him away. ...

Iknew hie understood. .. ~..........._.....
twatehedhimeat, .. - ...

00O ~NO UV A WN =

LOOKING FORWARD
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(@ Tick (V) the things you think are true in Chapters 2 and 3.

1 Connor O'Brien says bad things to Kieran at school. ||
2 Dad tells Kieran he's sorry. [ ]

Cultural notes 4t 5. 7%

£ XEHWH (Christmas tree) £, BHEGERNY L,

Christmas lights: T FER ARV FE T RGNS EZE D& |
( Christmas Eve) SZATH, MRAEFENTIR, XELTiHD, HHEN |

Sheffield: BFE/R{E, LEFHEHBRELHNPOE, MNTHEASE ( South
Yorkshire), BEXEMNE N AT, L NBIERBRFDRBIEREL |
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