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Introduction

TOKYO ARTRIP is a series of guidebooks about Tokyo. Each playful,
walking spot introduced in each edition is selected from the perspective
of Japanese culture, art & design. Several ARTRIP ADVISERS appear in
each edition. In this book, Japanese Antiques, the following 4 ARTRIP
ADVISERS appear: Yvon Trousselle, an antique expert and antique shop
owner (PART 1); Isao Kitajima, a Tegamisha representative and flea
market organizer (PART 2); Miho Mizoguchi, an organizer of a saryo which
operates on an appointment system (PART 3); Yumiko Fukayama, an old
fabric collector and a dealer as well as a writer with the name “BORO
note” (PART 4). In this book, we take you to “playful, antique spots in
Tokyo” recommended by these 4 experts of antiques and old things.
Don’t forget to check 22 Japanese Antique Columns that give you hints of
what to look for at antique shops and markets.
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The importan thing is to choose antiques based on what you like
and what’s valuable for you rather than based on knowledge

Yvan Trousselle was born in France, and became interested in antiques when he
lived in the United States. He opened his dream antique shop in Japan. He is also a
Ko-Imari (Imari ware in the Edo era) collector himself. He says, “I have many foreign
customers and most of them purchase practical, large size furniture pieces such as
tansu (chest) and byobu (folding screen). On the other hand, Japanese customers are
often collectors of certain types of antiques and they prefer rather small items such
as utsuwa (dinnerware/pottery) and netsuke (toggle on items hanging from kimono
sash). Many people might think antiques are difficult to understand, but you don’ t
need much knowledge of them. You can always ask questions, and you don’ t always
need to agree with the answer. The important thing is not whether you believe the
answer, but whether you like it. When you can find even damage and chips on the item
charming without any knowledge and mindset, then that’ s the piece for you.”

ARTRIP ADVISER
ZRZ kB

R - HRER

Yvan Trousselle

HFEFEEERARER. £T2E, 20 S5 FEXEH, &
ETHANEE, ARUBESFRHE2EE. BEAXZE,
2003 &, 58 F( BEA )EFHF T —R& WIS “Dentsdelion”,

Ko-Imari expert who was born in France and started collecting
Ko-Imari after he became interested in Japanese antiques
when he lived in the United States. After he moved to Japan,
he opened an antique shop “Dentsdelion” with his Japanese
wife in 2003.
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© HEIWAJIMA ANTIQUE FAIR (Heiwajima)

Heiwajima antique fair is the oldest among indoor antique fairs in Japan. It was held
for the first time at Shinagawa Prince Hotel with 100 antique dealers in the midst of
the 1970's antique craze in Japan. Since then, the fair has been held over 170 times
and is recognized for its achievement and credibility. Around 300 antique dealers
from Hokkaido to Kyushu are part of this fair as well as local dealers. More than half of
them are original sellers, and that proves their level of credibility. It is quite a sight to
see hundreds of thousands of antiques gathered all in one place over 4800 sq. ft. and
since the sellers bring in their best quality items, antique fans and even dealers come
to find rare items. The fair gives you a perfect opportunity to see a variety of antiques
collected from all over Japan. You can surely find the perfect match for you. It is
recommended to go early on the last day since the cleaning up starts in the afternoon.

’\Fij/.‘: times a year 10:00-17:00 @0343767-2141(durmg the fair), 03-5985-5101(outside the fair period)
®

Free Admission @He:wauma Tokyo Ryutsu Center, 6-1-1 Heiwajima, Ota-ku ";\_c\,l-mm walk from
Ryutsu Center Station (Tokyo Monorail) !@ www.kottouichi.com

HEIWAJIMA ANTIQUE FAIR 1



