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People in the story
e LI

Jo Fisher: a fifteen-year-old schoolgirl

Martha Fisher: Jo’s mum; she works and looks after her two
daughters

Amy Fisher: Jo’s younger sister; she goes to a different
school from Jo

Merlin: Jo’s dog; he’s a German Shepherd dog and is very
intelligent

Mikey: a friend of Jo’s; he’s a year older than Jo and goes to
the same school as her

Sean: a nineteen-year-old boy that Jo meets

Gus: a man from Newcastle in the northeast of England

Sam: Amy’s best friend; he lives in the house next door
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BEFORE YOU READ
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@ Look at the cover and the pictures in the first two
chapters. Answer the questions.
1 Where do you think the story happens?
2 Can you predict three things that happen in this part of
the story?
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hapter 1

A car ride

“You cant go out tomorrow night, Jo!" shouted Jo's
mum. ‘You must look after Amy for me’

‘But I want to go out, Jo shouted back.

Jo, I work all week. I want one night out, said her
mum.

‘I work all week. I want to go out with my friends.

Jo went into the kitchen. Breakfast was short and loud.
BANG! She put her plate on the table. BANG! She shut the
fridge door.

The radio was on. They were playing an old song by
The Killers. Then it was the news. Jo went to get her bag
from her room. She came back into the kitchen.

“...escaped after scientists...’ the radio was saying. She
turned it off.

BANG! She put the coffee back in the cupboard.

‘Stop it, Jo!’ shouted her mum from the sitting room.
“You'll break something!’

Jo called Merlin. The dog ran up to her and she put her
arms round his neck.

‘I love you, Merlin, she said.

BANG! Went the front door.

Jo walked along the road to the bus stop and then
stopped.

‘Oh no!” she thought. She remembered her English

Chapter 1 Acarride 7




