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—#]Z A ——the blind leading the blind

In the past, students in elementary and junior high schools
were taught with the same version of textbooks across
Taiwan. The national entrance exam for senior high schools
was also based on standardized textbooks.

However, as time goes by, today’s education system has
thrown out the traditional books that were universally used
at every school, but has instead taken on a new policy called
“One Guideline, Multiple Textbooks.” The policy grants
schools the liberty of choosing any approved version of
textbooks from various publishers.

Instead, the Ministry of Education offers only One Guideline
for publishers to adhere to as they design their individual
textbooks.

Do you agree with this policy? Or would you rather have the
old ways of education under standardized textbooks?
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—4Z 7 ——the blind leading the blind

In Taiwan, the educational system has drastically changed
from the time of the state-published textbooks to the time of
a bewildering array of textbooks. What remains unchanged is
the fact that there is still a senior high school exam lurking
near the end of junior high, and the pressure is unfortunately
the same, if not more, during these two eras. Therefore, |
disagree with the practice of “One Guideline, Multiple
Textbooks”, officially introduced in 1999 and hailed as the
polestar for education reformists at the time, who trumpet
the idea of a varied playing field for students.
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The reasons why | support the traditional way of learning
with standardized textbooks can be boiled down to one
common theme: the socio-economic environment where the
education system is built upon. First, in an Asian society such
as Taiwan, the pressure of performing outstandingly on
national exams for senior high school is unshakable. In this
scenario, students will be inevitably suffer from stress while




preparing for those entrance exams, as no boundaries of test
materials can be clearly drawn. Secondly, a new kind of
mechanism for deciding which published textbooks to go
with is hatched, and it has become a commercial one.
Schools now have the freedom to choose their own preferred
textbooks, and the decisions made can be based upon
commercial benefits between schools and publishers, rather
than the interests of pupils. This kind of under-table
agreements will be particularly prevalent without proper
Taiwan supervision in China, and we have not seen relevant
counter mechanisms from Taiwan China for now.
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—Z & ——the blind leading the blind

The points mentioned above lead me towards the standpoint
of non-supporting of the “One Guideline, Multiple
Textbooks” policy. It is the social and economic reasons that
constitute my supporting argument for standardized
textbooks, as the newer policy risks creating an environment
that is potentially blind leading the blind, where the key
decision might not be made in student’s best interests.
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