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Chinese National Music Geography

Jin Shaan Region on the Loess Plateau

It has been a tradition in China that folk music and songs are
collected, collated and sorted. The earliest existing anthology of
Chinese folk songs is The Book of Songs, picturing a society in
which ‘the hunger sing for their food, while the labor for their work’ ™.
The Book of Songs was edited by Confucius. It comprises 305 songs
from 15 states of Zhou Dynasty and Qin Dynasty, i.e., between 10"
century BC and 7" century BC. The Book of Songs was so popular
and important that people ‘chant 300 songs, play strings with 300
songs, sing 300 songs and dance with 300 songs’ #, described by
Mo-tse, an ancient Chinese philosopher.

Considering:

- It is more and more important for a culture to have a clearer
geographic image in the background of economic globalization.

It is one of the key pillars of the cause of protecting and
developing traditional musical culture that high quality field audio
and visual recordings should be well preserved.

The sad reality in academic research work on Chinese
music geography in last thirty years is that field audio and visual
recordings categorized according to geographic features are still
very insufficient.

- The education on Chinese traditional music in more than 100
music institutes and academies in China has been suffering from the
deficiency of high quality audio and visual recordings.

A project of Chinese National Music Geography is hence initiated
and executed by musician QIAO Jianzhong, composer LIU Xing,
music producer Xiao Cao and a young scholar HUANG Hu. The

1) 'Ji Zhe Ge Qi Shi, Lao Zhe Ge Qi Shi', He Xiu, ‘Chun Qiu Gong Yang Jie Gu’
2) ‘Song Shi San Bai, Xian Shi San Bai, Ge Shi San Bai, Wu Shi San Bai’, Mo-tse, ‘Mo-tse, Gong
Meng’



field recording, editing and post-production work of the first musical
culture region has been accomplished under the sponsorship of
AEGON-INDUSTRIAL Fund Management Co. Ltd. and Digital
Publication Fund of ZhangJiang Hi-Tech Park Development Co.
Ltd.. The first publications include a paperback edition and a multi-
media DVD edition of Chinese National Music Geography, Jin
Shaan Region on the Loess Plateau.

A top music production team of nine people was divided into
three groups, i.e., academic group, recording group, and production
group. From July to August 2011, the team travelled twice across 23
cities and counties in Shanxi Province, Shaanxi Province and Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, a trip of more than 6000 kilometers.
Altogether, 192 programs of 29 music varieties were studied and
recorded. These programs are regarded as typical representatives of
regional folk music and songs on the Loess Plateau, which is largely
located in Shanxi Province and Shaanxi Province. More than 50 folk
musicians and singers, local scholars and officials specialized in folk
music and songs were interviewed. More than 70 books, records,
CDs and DVDs were collected. Over 80 hours video recordings, over
1200 minutes’ audio recordings and over 5000 photographs were
made as a result thereof. Aimost one year after the field trip, the
first sub-project of Chinese National Music Geography, Jin Shaan
Region on the Loess Plateau, was successfully accomplished in
July 2012.

The publication includes:

1. A paperback edition of about 100000 Chinese characters and
over 240 pictures. There are three sections, i.e., Summary of the
Project, Summary of Jin Shaan Musical Culture Region on the
Loess Plateau, Field Studies and Recordings. The book provides
the readers with a musical perspective about the culture of Jin
Shaan Region on the Loess Plateau, as well as the geographic
anthropological features of the region. It also includes many details
and stories of the recorded programs as well as the studying process.

2. 3 CDs of 31 tracks, totally 205 minutes. Elaborately
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selected from the raw audio recordings, these tracks are typical
representatives of present Jin Shaan musical culture on the Loess
Plateau. Undoubtedly, they are of best recording quality and of the
utmost audio value. They are also believed to be the only systematic,
comprehensive and professional recordings on the relevant subject
so far.

3. 2 DVDs of 36 tracks for academic and educational purposes,
totally 213 minutes. Elaborately selected from the raw visual
recordings, these tracks are typical representatives of present Jin
Shaan musical culture on the Loess Plateau. Undoubtedly, they are
of best recording quality and of the utmost visual value. They are also
believed to be the only systematic, comprehensive and professional
live performance recordings on the relevant subject so far.

4. A short time behind-the-scene video from field recordings. This
video is expected to provide a bird’'s-eye view of the field recording
process and the interaction between scenes on stage and scenes
under stage. It may be helpful to trigger more reflection and to
improve comprehension.

It is also an honor to announce that, as a by-product of the major
project,

+ It is possible to organize a major show on the subject in China
and abroad, for the reason that the project team has established liable
relationship with about 200 performers specialized in 29 varieties
of local operas, dances, folk songs, local musical instruments and
other local art forms. The name of the show shall be:

Cometh thou from heaven The Sound of the Yellow River- Jin
Shaan Pristine Music on Loess Plateau.

* It is also possible to organize a major photography exhibition
on Jin Shaan Musical Culture on the Loess Plateau, as more than
5000 photos of custom, performance, life and labor scenes as well
as natural scenery have been taken along the trip by JI Weiyu, a
famous young photographer from Shanghai Birdhead Studio.

It is the wish of the project team that Chinese National Music
Geography, Jin Shaan Region on the Loess Plateau should serve as



a first step to protect and preserve a section of the musical culture
and folk life in Jin Shaan Region on the Loess Plateau. With the
help of modern technologies and in the form of multi-media, it leaves
people with a multi-dimensional ever-lasting memory of the Chinese
culture on the yellow earth and the Chinese civilization along the
Yellow River.
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