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Foreword

This book explored the exchanges and bi-lateral relations between Xinjiang
Province of China and Pakistan in history from ancient times, and discovered that
the two regions had formed a “Road of Precious Stones” to exchange products
since 3000 years ago. Over the time, this route had become the main channel and
the central area of exchanges for the East and the West, as religions spread and
bi-lateral trades developed. Moreover, this route also helped compromise various
aspects of the regions along the line, including the ideologies, technologies,
languages, social rituals and so on. Therefore, Pakistan and Xinjiang are not only
the core areas of “the Belt and the Road”, but also the core areas of the ancient
Silk Road.

Not until recent and modem times, the British Government started the
power play with Russia along the Afghanistan regions. In order to exert more
influence on the region, the two countries started to send expedition teams to
South Xinjiang one after another, and each established consulate general in
Kashgar of Xinjiang. Meanwhile, Xinjiang was forced into the relations with
Pakistan which is under the British administration. This period of history
reflected that the power plays of great powers in this area was often times a
“zero-sum game”. As a great power attempted to control this area and open up
the down-to-south or up-to-north channels, the other powers would certainly
obstruct its effort, and this might result in the failure of the great power which
tried to improve its status quo.

After the founding of new China, Pakistan was the first Muslin country

that established diplomatic relations with China. At the time, China understood
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Pakistan’s difficulties and diplomatic choices in the 1950s, and took cautious
with comprehensive principles so as to settle the problems of Xinjiang’s people
living in Pakistan and Pakistanis in Xinjiang.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the interaction between Pakistan and China in
major events laid the foundation for the current political and economic basis of
Sino-Pakistan relationship, where Pakistan also played an important role in
these events. This period was the starting point of the exchange and
interconnections between Pakistan and China’s Xinjiang region. The outbreak of
the Second and the Third India-Pakistan War saw the relationship between
China and Pakistan withstand the test of history. Since then, there had been
more frequent personnel exchanges between Pakistan and Xinjiang, and
political mutual trust had deepened. After that, China and Pakistan had formed
an all-round partnership, which was the political foundation of exchanges
between Pakistan and China. After deployed huge investments in manpower,
resources and so forth, the Karakoram Highway ( KKH ) project was
completed and put to use in 1978. The KKH had since then helped stimulate
the big economic projects between the two countries. This was the economic
foundation of exchanges between Pakistan and China.

On the basis of the above-mentioned political and economic foundations,
this book also tried to analyze the bi-lateral cultural exchanges, and trade
exchanges under the framework of the opening policies of Xinjiang Province of
China to Pakistan over the history, then further explored the international
background, core exchanges aspects as well as security cooperation.

Security cooperation was the overall goal of China’s opening up to
Pakistan. This book analyzed the security situation in Pakistan and China over
the years in the book. From the French historian Fernand Braudel’s historical
research theory, the book discovered that the Xinjiang and Pakistan in the
process turned less developed areas into more developed areas. From the
perspective of history and international relations, the country’s transformation

and upgrading in this period was often accompanied by turbulence. Therefore,
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on one hand, the stability of Xinjiang would be the primary task for the
opening policies. On the other hand, the development of Xinjiang also required
the stability of Xinjiang, and through opening up to achieve long-term stability
was the primary task for the opening policies of Xinjiang.

Security cooperation was focused on border control and anti-terrorism
cooperation. The main measures between pakistan and chira included the
implementation of the “ Afghanistan-China-Pakistan-Tajikistan four countries
anti-terrorism cooperation and coordination mechanism” which was aiming to
establish military cooperation mechanism, regular meetings mechanism,
normalize communication and emergency response system in the future, where
necessary, the two parties could also carry out further in-depth cooperation.

In recent years, Xinjiang and Pakistan’s economic, trade and investment
development had been stable and had demonstrated great potential, with the
support of a series of economic policies such as China-Pakistan Free Trade
Area, currency exchange and mutual bank branches. In this book, the
development process of border trade between Xinjiang and Pakistan were
reviewed in depth, so as to analyze the background and causes of the problems
such as the shortage of the whole trade scale, the import and export product
and the trade imbalance in the process of trade development between Pakistan
and Xinjiang. It was discovered that Xinjiang had already been actively using
the bi-lateral economic comparative advantage, merits of logistics and
transportation in KKH and the policy advantages of Sino-Pakistani border
trade, had increased trade in cotton, textiles, fruits, vegetables, seafood,
stone, minerals and so on.

The development of economy would inevitably lead to social
changes. Poverty alleviation in the southern Xinjiang is one of the important
objectives of China’s Xinjiang opening up to Pakistan. In the future, the state
would invest in southern Xinjiang to build a series of infrastructure projects,
which would try to solve the employment problem of Xinjiang’s labor force,

promote the construction, cement industry, steel industry and other industries
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development.

The experience from history revealed that, as Pakistan and Xinjiang
developed the exchanges in various aspects, Pakistan could improve its strategic
importance in the area. At the same time, the bi-lateral development also
enhanced the national security in Western China and established the country’s
critical security defense in the Northwest. In this way, China would be able to not
only explore the new development, but also avoid the direct conflicts with the
other countries.

In conclusion, the multidimensional exchanges between Pakistan and
Xinjiang Province of China would profoundly benefit the bi-lateral prosperity
and security. Having said that above, the more in-depth exchanges are
demanded in order to promote political, economical, social development and

harmony.
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