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Chapter 11

Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleu

Part A: Listening >>

Fill in the blanks with what you hear.

In the surrounding areas of Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleum are some commemorative
buildings attached to the mausoleum. The Bronze Treasured Tripod, standing to the south of
Boai Gateway, was contributed by Dai Jitao, as well as teachers and students of the National
Zhongshan University. Made of , the tripod stands 4.27 meters high with a
diameter of 1.22 meters at the belly, weighing about kilograms. Engraved on the
wall of the tripod are the three characters reading , Benevolence and Valiance”
as well as the full text of Sutra of Filial Piety written by Madame Huang, mother of Dai Jitao.
The tripod was set up here in . Music Stand, located on the to the
south of the square in front of the mausoleum, covers an area of 4,200 square meters. It was
designed by Guan Songsheng and Yang Tingbao and completed in October, 1933.

Part B: Situational Dialogues >>

Words and Expressions

mausolesem  / mo:sa'lizom / n. BEE
abbot / ‘zbat / n.  (SFR) HERF, Jist
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/ 'fjumaral / n. 34l

/'greenit/ n  fERE

/'a:tfwei / n.  Hi]

/ ‘fju:dl / adj. HEM

/ mag'nifisnt / adj. LGy, HEEH

/ 'lintl / n. (4, J#

/'ginkau / n. B

' R R

Rk
%
[RERA
PhiE

B i, oo

Dialogue 1

Pre-reading Questions:
1. When did Dr. Sun Yatsen pass away?
2. Why was he buried in Nanjing?

The tour guide and tourists arrive at the entrance to Dr. Sun Yatsens Mausoleum and the

guide begins his introduction. (G=Guide; T=Tourist)

G: Ladies and gentlemen, attention, please. Here we are at the entrance to Dr. Sun
Yatsen’s Mausoleum. As its name suggests, it was built in memory of Dr. Sun Yatsen.

T: When did he pass away?

G: On Mar. 12", 1925 in Beijing.

T: I know he was born in Guangdong Province, and died in Beijing. Why was his
mausoleum built in Nanjing? .

G: Yes, many visitors felt puzzled. In fact, the mausoleum site was first recommended to
Dr. Sun Yatsen by the abbot of Linggu Temple. Later he was so amazed by the place
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that he wished he could be buried here after his death. He once again expressed that
desire in his sickbed in 1925.
Oh, this area is really beautiful, I like it too.
: Besides, Nanjing is special for him.
Why?
: It was in Nanjing that the Republic of China was established, and it was in Nanjing

Q43 Q 3

that his dream came true, so Nanjing is an ideal place for him to stay forever.
I see. The environment is wonderful!

: Yes, it is a good place in terms of Fengshui.
What is Fengshui? I've never heard of it.

: It means geomantic omen in English.

o I I o

Oh, it seems mysterious to me, and I don’t know much about it. What do these two
characters on the archway mean?

: They are Dr. Sun Yatsen’s handwriting meaning “Universal Fraternity”.
Excellent! Shall we take a picture in front of the gateway?

: Sure, go ahead.

Q Q=3 Q

: OK, please follow me, everyone. As we are walking along, I’ll talk about the

mausoleum in more details. Keep up, please.

Dialogue 2

Pre-reading Questions:
1. How long is the tomb avenue?

2. What are lined on both sides of the tomb avenue?

The tour guide and tourists are walking along the tomb avenue. (G=Guide; T=Tourist)

G: Now in front of us is the tomb avenue.

T: What are these trees?

G: They are pine, gingko and maple trees. This road leads to the mausoleum gate tower
roofed by blue-glazed tiles.

T: It is unlike the Sacred Way in Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. On both sides of
the Sacred Way are lined with giant stone animals. Why are they different?

G: A very good question. As we know, Xiaoling Tomb is the tomb for Emperor Zhu
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el

Yuanzhang, who was the founding
emperor of the Ming Dynasty.
He was one of those emperors in
feudal times, while Dr. Sun Yatsen
devoted all his life to overthrowing
the feudal system. So in order to

show his difference from those

feudal emperors, the designers of the

mausoleum used plants instead of stone animals or beasts.

: No wonder they are different. But these plants are in harmony with surroundings, so

they contribute to the whole environment.

: Exactly. At the end of the avenue stands the mausoleum gate. That is the first gate to

the mausoleum.

: Oh, it looks magnificent!

G: The gate is about 16.5 meters high and 27 meters wide. Four Chinese characters are

& e i

inscribed on the lintel written by Dr. Sun Yatsen, meaning the world belongs to the

public, which fully explains the cause he struggled for during his life.

: How to read the four characters in Chinese?

: “Tian Xia Wei Gong”.

: “Tian Xia Wei Gong”, very interesting.

: Walking through it, the first building we will see is the Tablet Pavilion. Let’s go.

Part C: Introduction to Tourist Sites >>

Words and Expressions

/'forana(r)/ n. K

/ dema'kraetik / adj. EFEMH

g / fi'zifn / n. [EAE

L Jdokmin/ o on fE%&s GREMN) B
Gane ~ /@id'retikol /  adj. FEIBHY




/ ka'rapt /

/ 'monaki /

/ pra'vizonl /
/ ri'zain /

/ o'laions /

/ 'sponsa /

/ in'dgzi:njasli /
/ mi'ma:rial /
/ '&ksis /

/ semi'lu:na /
/ ok'teeganl /
liv/

/ 'motau /

/ 'epita:f/

/ pzna'ta:mo /
/'emblom /
/ gaun /

/ ri'klain /

/ ha:'mounies /
/ ‘raefonl /

/ 'saipris /

/ 'dignifaid /

PP B B B
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Ve

Harna s

Dr. Sun Yatsen's Mausoleum

B Ve

BB, B
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B, Fe
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Tablet Pavilion
Memorial Hall

Coffin Chamber
Administrative Bureau
Five Power Constitution
architectural complex
sculpted relief

Purple Mountain

Cornell University

4l
R IR KA

Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleum

Good morning, everyone. Today we’re going to visit Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleum.

It is the mausoleum of the great forerunner of Chinese democratic revolution—Dr. Sun

Yatsen”. It is situated at the southern slope of the Purple Mountain. The mausoleum has

been regarded as one of “the 40 best tourist attractions in China”, and was ratified one of

the National 5A Tourist Attractions by China National Tourism Administration.

Dr. Sun Yatsen was also called Sun
Wen or Sun Zhongshan. He was bom in a
poor peasant family in Xiangshan County,
Guangdong Province. When he was
young, he studied abroad, and graduated
in medicine in 1892. Then he worked as a
physician. Being a doctor, he couldn’t cure
the nation, so he turned to politics in 1893.
In 1905, China Revolutionary League”

was founded in Tokyo under his leadership. He put forward the doctrine of the Three

People’s Principles, namely, Nationalism, Democratic Rights and People’s Livelihood, as

his political theoretical basis.

After the 1911 Revolution, Chinese people brought down the corrupt rule of the Qing
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Dynasty (1644~1911) and ended the feudal monarchy of over 2,000 years. Dr. Sun Yatsen
was elected president of the provisional government of the Republic of China. However,
he resigned on Apr. 1%, 1912. After that, he launched Movement against Yuan Shikai”. In
Jan. 1924, he put forward the three great policies of “alliance with Russia, cooperation
with the Communist Party and assistance to peasants and workers”. Unfortunately, he
died of liver cancer at the age of 59.

After his death, a competition was sponsored for design of his mausoleum. A young
architect named Lv Yanzhi won the competition and worked as the chief architect and
engineer for the project. Lv Yanzhi graduated from Tsinghua University, majoring in
architecture. After that, he went to Comnell University to further his study. Because of
his educational background, he ingeniously integrated Chinese architectural elements
with those of western in his design. It’s a pity that he died of liver cancer too before the
mausoleum was completed.

The construction of the mausoleum started in 1926. The Grand Funeral® was held on
June 1%, 1929 while most of the structures were completed.

Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleum is designed in the shape of a liberty bell, intending to
remind people never to get contented. The park of mausoleum covers an area of over 133
hectares. The whole architecture, from the Gateway to Mausoleum Gate, Tablet Pavilion,
Memorial Hall and Coffin Chamber, lies on the north-south axis. There are 392 steps and
10 platforms in between. The buildings are all built with natural granite and marbles and
covered by blue-glazed tile roofs.

First, we come to the square in front of the mausoleum. The square is at the southern
end of Dr. Sun Yatsen’s Mausoleum, and the semilunar form is the bottom of the bell.
To the south of the square, there is an octagonal stone platform. We can see the Bronze
Treasured Tripod there.

Now in front of us is an arch gate, 12 meters high, 17.3 meters wide. Two Chinese
characters in Dr. Sun’s handwriting can be seen, meaning universal fraternity. Therefore,
it is also called “Boai Gateway”. The two characters “Boai” originate from an article by
Han Yu®, a great literator in the Tang Dynasty.

The tomb avenue, which is lined with pine, gingko and maple trees, leads to the
mausoleum gate tower. The roof is also covered by blue-glazed tiles. Under the front eave

of the tower, we can see Dr. Sun Yatsen’s motto “the World Belongs to the Public”. The



