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Preface

At 3 p.m. on October Ist, 1949, amid the majestic national anthem
March of the Volunteers, Chairman Mao Zedong pressed the electric but-
ton and hoisted the five—star red flag. the first national flag raised in the
People” s Republic of China (PRC). The birth of PRC, New China, also
marked a new historical chapter for China’ s post development.

On November Ist, 1949, the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunica-
tions of the central people’ s government was officially established, put-
ting the stamp issuance and management of New China on the right track.
The establishment of China Philatelic Company in January of 1955 signals
the official launching of the stamp business in New China. In July, 1956,
the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications established Department of
Postage Stamps, an agency dedicated to stamp issuance. In September,
1959, China and Czechoslovakia, via technological cooperation, estab-
lished Beijing Stamp Factory, the first modern stamp factory in New China
that enabled stamps to be printed domestically. In August, 1979, China
National Stamp Corporation was established and took on the dual function
of issuing stamps and running philatelic business. Since the 1990s, with
the deepening of China’ s reform and opening up and the gradual estab-
lishment of socialist market economy, stamp issuance and management
has also been going through constant reforms and changes to keep up with
social and postal development. According to the institutional reform of the

State Council in 1998, the State Post Bureau was established. and its sub-
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ordinate Department of Postage and Stamp Management oversaw postage
setting and stamp issuance and management nationwide. In 2007, as per
the State Council” s decision of separating corporate functions from gov-
ernment functions in the area of post, a new State Post Bureau and China
Post Group were established, the former in charge of selecting themes for
commemorative stamps and special stamps and the latter approving and
finalizing stamp designs. Over the past seven decades since the founding
of New China, stamp issuance and management, thanks to the great impor-
tance that postal competent authorities have attached to it, has gradually
become institutionalized, standardized and law—based.

On October 8th, 1949, North China General Postal Administration
issued the first set of stamps of New China, the commemorative stamps
themed Celebrating the First Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference. This marked the beginning of the won-

derful and colorful journey of stamp issuance in New China. From 1949

to 2019, China’ s postal competent authorities have officially issued over

3.200 stamps in 850 sets that fall into such categories as commemorative,
special, regular, semi—postal and special-use stamps. These stamps cover
a wide range of themes and content, making delicate art works with far—
reaching influence. Over the past seven decades, they sing praise of our
great party, motherland and people’ s army, celebrate the traditional cul-
ture of the Chinese nation, present the glorious achievements of China’ s
socialist drive, popularize modern science and culture and advocate the
protection of environment including wildlife. It is fair to say that these
stamps thoroughly and vividly reflect the glorious journey that our great
motherland has traveled and the changes along the way. They serve as a
treasure of art and culture and a sea of encyclopedic knowledge.

Since the founding of New China, the reform and opening up in

particular, to select themes more scientifically and make stamps better—
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designed graphically, postal competent authorities established Stamp
Design Review Committee and Stamp Theme Consultation Committee as
the brains behind stamp issuance. China vigorously engages professional
stamp designers and at the same time recruits talents extensively for the
job, for example, well-known domestic fine artists and graphic designers.
Also, new and internationally advanced printing processes and techniques
have been brought in. These efforts have contributed to better designs and
higher printing quality and thus secured multiple international awards for
China. Regarding the building of professional design teams, graphic de-
sign, innovation of printing and production processes, application of new
materials, anti—counterfeiting measures and implementation of quality bet-
terment strategy, China has also come a long way.

As we are earnestly learning and implementing the principles of the
19th CPC National Congress and vigorously making preparations to cel-
ebrate the 70th anniversary of New China, thoroughly and systemically

summarizing the stamp evolution in a span of seven decades since the

founding of New China is important to China’ s postal development and

draws much attention from a large number of stamp collection enthusiasts.
To provide domestic and overseas enthusiasts, collectors and researchers
of Chinese stamps with detailed and reliable materials in a more targeted
manner, since 2017, China Post Group has been organizing some experts
and scholars of stamp issuance and management as well as philately to
compile Seven—Decade Stamp Evolution in New China and has taken mea-
sures to give more weight to it. The 1,000,000—Chinese—character book is
divided into eight chapters. During the compilation process, multiple semi-
nars were held to specifically discuss some sensitive matters regarding
stamp issuance in the seven—decade span. Following the principle of mak-
ing an inclusive book that seeks truth from facts and reflects the reality

objectively, the experts and scholars have managed to achieve consensus
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on those matters.

Seven—Decade Stamp Evolution in New China is the first book that
provides a sea of historical materials on postage as well as stamp issuance
and management since the founding of PRC. Besides, it also contains the
latest findings from the stamp and philatelic studies in recent years. The
book is not a chronicle. Instead, it focuses on important links of stamp is-
suance from theme selection, design, printing to stamped envelops and
postcard. It organizes the materials used systemically, delves into the topic
and supports the recount with both rigorous historical materials and vivid
descriptions from personnel involved. Besides, the book has added two
special parts, introduction to stamp designers and some of the rare stamps
printed in New China.

One can only imagine how difficult it is to take on the daunting task
of combing through a sea of historical materials and completing such a
hefty and authoritative book under a tight schedule. However, the writers,
in the spirit of being responsible for the country, history and philatelic en-
thusiasts, have completed the task earnestly, meticulously and hence flaw-
lessly.

We believe that the publication and distribution of the book is a
meaningful cultural research outcome as it reviews the success experience

of stamp development in the past seven decades and ponders over its fu-

ture innovation. The book will play a positive role in the study of China’ s

post and stamp issuance history as well as its philatelic and cultural devel-

opment.

Wang Jiarui
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