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Preface

S

The publication of the sixth edition of Classical Sociological Theory is characterized by
both continuity and change. The book continues to do what it has always done—offer a
comprehensive overview of classical sociological theory in a single volume. As in pre-
vious editions, the in-depth discussion of theories (often enlivened with examples) in
the text narrative is accompanied by informative and—I hope—engaging biographical
sketches of many of the most important thinkers in the history of sociology.

Classical Sociological Theory continues to include two historical chapters cover-
ing the early history of the field (Chapter 1) as well as its most recent developments
(Chapter 2). These chapters give students an overview that allows them to put the work
of each theorist in its historical, social, and political context. In one convenient volume,
this book offers students a handy overview of most of what they need to know about
classical sociological theory.

The social world is a complex and difficult subject; so are many of the theories
about it. I have striven to make theory interesting, relevant, and as clear and accessible
as possible.

The biggest change in the fifth edition of Classical Sociological Theory is the addi-
tion of Chapter 13 devoted to the work of Joseph Schumpeter. It has been my custom to add
anew chapter devoted to a particular classical theorist (previous additions include chapters
on Alexis de Tocqueville, W.E.B. Du Bois, Thorstein Veblen, and Karl Mannheim) to each
edition of this book. Schumpeter (like Marx, Veblen, and others) is most often thought of as
an economist, but there are important sociological ideas in his work. Best known is his
thinking on creative destruction, but less well-known is the fact that it is embedded in a
broader theory of the dynamics of capitalism in particular and the economy in general (his
economic sociology). Of particular interest is the relationship between Schumpeter’s theory
and that of Marx (especially on socialism) and Weber (especially on rationalization).

At the suggestion of reviewers of the previous edition, two previously deleted sec-
tions have been restored to this edition. The first is the restoration of the section entitled
“Marx’s Economics: A Case Study’ to Chapter 6. The second is the return of the Appen-
dix, which deals with metatheory as.well as the metatheoretical approach that lies at the
base of this book. To make room for the additions, a number of deletions have been
made throughout the book. These involved a variety of secondary issues (e.g., Spencer’s
thoughts on the sources of biases in sociological research) and their elimination does not
adversely affect the integrity of the work discussed.

The rest of the text remains largely unchanged, although I have updated refer-
ences as often as possible.
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