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Unit 1 Love

Unit 1 Love

|. Starter (Key Words and Expressions)
Homeless hope imaginary happiness cold reality
[I. Warm up questions

1) How many fairy tales have you read by Andersen?

2) Which ones leave a profound impression on you?

lll. Text

The Little Match-Girl

It was dreadfully cold, it was snowing fast, and almost dark; the evening-the last eve-
ning of the old year was drawing in. But, cold and dark as it was, a poor little girl, with bare
head and feet, was still wandering about the streets. When she left her home she had slippers
on, but they were much too large for her, indeed, they belonged to her mother, and had
dropped off her feet while she was running very fast across the road, to get out of the way of
two carriages. One of the slippers was not to be found, the other had been snatched up by a lit-
tle boy, who ran off with it thinking it might serve him as a doll’s cradle.

So, the little girl now walked on, her bare feet quite red and blue with the cold. She car-
ried a small bundle of matches in her hand, and a good many more in her tattered apron. No
one had bought any of them the live long day, no one had given her a single penny. Trembling
with cold and hunger crept she on, the picture of sorrow: poor little child! The snow flakes
fell on her long, fair hair, which curled in such pretty ringlets over her shoulders; but she
thought not of her own beauty, or of the cold. Lights were glimmering through every window,
and the savor of roast goose reached her from several houses; it was New Year's eve, and it
was of this that she thought. In a corner formed by two houses, one of which projected beyond
the other. She sat down, drawing her little feet close under her, but in vain, she could not
warm them.

She dared not go home, she had sold no matches, earned not a single penny, and per-



haps her father would beat her, besides her home was almost as cold as the street, it was an
attic; and although the larger of the many chinks in the roof were stopped up with straw and
rags. The wind and snow often penetrated through. Her hands were nearly dead with cold; one
little match from her bundle would warm them. Perhaps, if she dared light it, she drew one
out, and struck it against the wall, bravo! it was a bright, warm flame, and she held her
hands over it. It was quite an illumination for that poor little girl; nay, I call it rather a magic
taper, for it seemed to her as though she was sitting before a large iron-stove with brass orna-
ments, so beautifully blazed the fire within] The child stretched out her feet to warm them al-
so; alas, in an instant the flame had died away, the stove vanished, the little girl sat cold
and comfortless, with the burnt match in her hand. A second match was struck against the
wall; it kindles and blazed, and wherever its light fell the wall became transparent as a veil.

The little girl could see into the room within. She saw the table spread with a snow-white
damask cloth, whereon were ranged shining china-dishes; the roast goose stuffed with apples
and dried plums stood at one end, smoking hot, and which was pleasantest of all to see; the
goose , with knife and fork still in her breast, jumped down from the dish, and waddled along
the floor right up to the poor child. The match was burnt out, and only the thick, hard wall
was beside her. She kindled a third match. Again shot up the flame; and now she was sitting
under a most beautiful Christmas tree, far larger, and far more prettily decked out, than the
one she had seen last Christmas eve through the glass doors of the rich merchant’ s
house. Hundreds of wax-tapers lighted up the green branches, and tiny painted figures, such
as she had seen in the shop windows, looked down from the tree up on her.

The child stretched out her hands towards them in delight, and in that moment the lights
of the match warm quenched; still, however, the Christmas candles burned higher and high-
er, she beheld them beaming like stars in heaven, one of them fell, the lights streaming be-
hind it like a long, fiery tail. " Now someone is dying," said the little girl, softly, for she had
been told by her old grandmother, the only person who had ever been kind to her, and who
was now dead that whenever a star falls an immortal spirit returns to the God who gave it.

She struck yet another match against the wall, it flamed up, and surrounded by its light,
appeared before her that same dear grandmother, gentle and loving as always, but bright and
happy as she had never looked during her lifetime. " Grandmother! " exclaimed the child, "oh,
take me with you! I know thou will leave me as soon as the match goes out, thou wilt vanish
like warm fire in the stove, like the splendid New Year's feast, like the beautiful large Christ-
mas tree!" and she hastily lighted all the remaining matches in the bundle, lest her grandmoth-
er should disappear. And the matches burned with such ablaze of splendor, that noon day could
scarcely have been brighter. Never had the good old grandmother looked so tall and stately, so
beautiful and kind; she took the little girl in her arms, and they both flew together-higher, till
they were in that place where neither cold, nor hunger, nor pain, is ever known, they were

in paradise. But in the cold morning hour, crouching in the corner of the wall, the poor little
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girl was found; her cheeks glowing, her lips smiling, frozen to death on the last night of the
old Year.

The New Year's sun shone on the lifeless child; motionless she sat there with the matches

in her lap, one bundle of them quite burnt out. " She has been trying to warm herself, poor

thing!"

the people said, but no one knew of the sweet visions she had beheld, or how glorious-

ly she and her grandmother were celebrating their New Year's festival.

V. Notes
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15.

V.
L)

2)

VI.

)

2)
3)

Hans Christian Andersen (1805—1875), a famous writer of fairy tales in the 19th
century of Denmark. He is also the founder of the world fairy tales literature. He wrote
about 168 pieces of fairy tales in 40 years. The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Ugly Duck-

ling, The Mermaid, The Snow Queen, and so on.

tattered , BEEERY, BERE
. apron, [Hl%h ,

. ringlet, KAk,

. savor, ‘T,

. attic, [RIBE, BET,

. illumination, FRHEH

. ornament , 2¢iffi

.vanish, fHH%,

. transparent , ;ﬁﬂﬁlé’ﬂ]

. stuffed with, FH------ B

. wax-taper, N R

. quench, HEX

. immortal, F{lll, AT,
gloriously, WEkEHE, HULHE,

Comprehension

Her hands were nearly dead with cold; one litile match from her bundle would warm
them.

Whenever a star falls an immortal spirit returns to the God who gave it.
Paraphrase the following words, phrases, terms and sentences

No one had bought any of them the live long day, no one had given her a single pen-
ny.
So, the little girl now walked on, her bare feet quite red and blue with the cold.

Trembling with cold and hunger crept she on, the picture of sorrow: poor little child!

2]
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4) her cheeks glowing, her lips smiling, frozen to death on the last night of the old

Year.
VII. Translation

1) It was quite an illumination for that poor little girl; nay, I call it rather a magic ta-
per, for it seemed to her as though she was sitting before a large iron-stove with brass
ornaments, so beautifully blazed the fire within!

2) She saw the table spread with a snow-white damask cloth, whereon were ranged shin-
ing china-dishes; the roast goose stuffed with apples and dried plums stood at one
end, smoking hot, and which was pleasantest of all to see; the goose, with knife
and fork still in her breast, jumped down from the dish, and waddled along the floor
right up to the poor child.

3) " Grandmother! " exclaimed the child," oh, take me with you! I know thou will leave
me as soon as the match goes out, thou wilt vanish like warm fire in the stove, like

the splendid New Year's feast, like the beautiful large Christmas tree!"
VIII. Free Discussion

1) What had the little girl seen when she struck the matches?
2) With a smile on her face the little match girl dead, did she feel happy or not?
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Unit 2 Kindness and Beauty

|. Starter (Key Words and Expressions)
kindness optimism beauty ugliness
[I. Warm up questions

1) Do you like the tales of prince and princess, why or not?

2) What kind of girls do you think will get the prince’s true love?

lll. Text

Cinderella

Long ago, in a land far away, there lived a beautiful young girl. She was very sad. Her
mother had died and her father had married again. His new wife had two ugly daughters, Es-
merelda and Griselda.

Soon after, her father also died and life immediately changed for the girl.

"You will be our servant, " said her stepmother. " You will do everything we say. "

"You must sleep in the kitchens, by the fire, " said the stepsisters.

After tending the fire, and cooking and leaning, the girl's clothes were very dirty. She
was called to clear away dishes.

"There are cinders all over your clothes!" exclaimed the stepmother. " Cinders for Cinder-
ella. That’s your new name. Clear these things away, Cinderella. "

"Cinderella! Cinderella!" sang Esmerelda and Griselda. " Oh, how clever you are, Ma-
mal"

Cinderella had to work very hard, as all the other servants were dismissed.

One day, an invitation arrived from the palace.

"Girls, listen to this," said the stepmother. Cinderella was serving the breakfast. She lis-
tened as her stepmother read the invitation.

"The King is having a ball, " she said, excitedly. " He is looking for a wife for the Prince!
Oh, my dears, this is wonderful. He will probably choose one of you, but it will be such a




K BT AR

hard choice to make.

"Am I invited too, stepmother?" asked Cinderella.

"You! Certainly not!" exclaimed her stepmother. " The thought of such a thing. A scruffy
servant going to a ball, when only beautiful ladies are invited!"

"Hah! Hah!" laughed the stepsisters. " Beautiful! That doesn’t include you, Cinderel-
lal

"You may help my two lovely girls to get ready, " said her stepmother.

"Oh, " said Cinderella, sadly.

"We shall all have new dresses, girls, and we shall go shopping today. Clear away these
things, Cinderella. "

'Oh, I wish I could go to the ball, 'thought Cinderella.

The day of the ball arrived and the whole day was spent preparing Esmerelda and Grisel-
da. Cinderella did her best to make the sisters look pretty, but it was an impossible task.

Finally, the coach arrived to collect the girls and their mother.

Cinderella was very tired and she wandered back to the kitchens.

"Oh, I did so want to go," she sighed as she sat down by the fire.

"What's to stop you?" asked a voice.

"Who's that?" asked Cinderella, looking around.

"I'm here by the door. " A strange woman walked up to Cinderella. "I heard you the other
day, wishing you could go to the ball. Well, the ball is this evening, and you're going. "

"But how?" asked Cinderella. " What can you do?"

" Anything | want to," said the woman. " I'm your fairy godmother, and 1'm here to send
you to the ball.

She sat down.

" Come now , " she said. " Dry those tears. We have work to do. I need a largepumpkin, two
rats, two mice and a frog. Can you find these?"

"Yes, " said Cinderella, mystified by the request.

"Off you go, then. "

When Cinderella found all the things, her fairy godmother took them all outside.

"Now for the magic," she said. She waved her hands and the air began to twinkle and
sparkle. The pumpkin began to grow and change, until standing there was a glittering coach.

The mice changed into two fine footmen, the frog into the driver, and the rats into two
beautiful horses to pull the coach.

Cinderella clapped her hands. " It's beautiful ! " she cried.

"In you get," said her fairy godmother.

"But I can’t go like this, " said Cinderella.

"Like what?" asked the fairy godmother. " You look lovely to me. "

Cinderella looked at herself. While the magic had been working on the pumpkin, it had
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also been working on her. Instead of her ragged dress she wore a beautiful ball gown, with glass
slippers on her feet.

"Oh, fairy godmother," said Cinderella. " It’s lovely. How can 1 thank you?"

"By going to the ball," said the fairy godmother. " Off you go, but remember, the magic
stops working at midnight. Everything will change back then. Now go and enjoy yourself. "

" Good-bye, fairy godmother," called Cinderella, as the coach swept off.

Cinderella arrived at the palace and walked into the ballroom. Everyone stopped and
stared.

"Who is she?" people asked, including her stepmother and stepsisters.

The Prince saw her, and had eyes for no one else for the rest of the evening. Cinderella
danced only with the Prince, and as the evening passed, he fell in love with her.

A clock chiming reminded Cinderella of her fairy godmother’s warning. "It must be eleven
o'clock, 'she thought, but she asked the Prince. " What time is it?"

" Almost midnight," he answered.

"Oh, no!"cried Cinderella. "I must go!"

"You can’t. Not now, " said the Prince.

"1 must. " And Cinderella swept out of the room, and ran out of the palace. As she ran,
the clock finished chiming. Cinderella’s clothes changed back into rags, and the coach and
horses were nowhere to be seen.

The Prince tried to follow, but he couldn’t catch up. When he reached the door, all he
found was one glass slipper. He ran to the main gate.

"Was a beautiful girl just driven out of here?" he asked the guard.

"No, your Highness. I've only seen a scruffy servant girl," the guard answered.

"1've lost her,"said the Prince, and he returned sadly to the palace.

The next morning, Cinderella’s stepmother and stepsisters were talking about the ball.

"Did you see the Prince, once that girl arrived. " said Esmerelda. " He wouldn’t look at
anybody else. And it was my turn to dance with him. "

"Never mind, my dear," said her mother. " She disappeared, so there will probably be
another ball, and then you will be chosen. "

The Prince meanwhile decided to look for the mysterious girl he had fallen in love with. He
issued a proclamation. " Whoever the glass shoe fits, shall be wife to the Prince. "

The Prince and his footman went from house to house of all the ladies invited to the ball.

First to the princesses, and then to the duchesses, and finally to all the ladies.

He finally arrived at the stepmother’s house.

"It's my shoe!" cried Esmerelda, trying desperately to pull the shoe on.

"Please, miss!"said the footman. " Your foot is too big, you will break the slipper. "
Griselda tried the shoe, but her toes were far too long.

"Is there anyone else?" asked the Prince.

|



"There's only Cinderella, the maid," said the stepmother. " But she wasn’t even at the
ball. "

" All the ladies in the kingdom must try the slipper," said the footman.

Cinderella was called from the kitchen. Esmerelda and Griselda laughed when they saw
how dirty she was. But their laughter turned to tears when they saw Cinderella’s foot slide easily
into the slipper.

"Oh!"they cried. "It fits!"

The Prince looked at Cinderella and realized that she was the girl that he hadfallen in love
with.

Cinderella took the other slipper from her pocket and put it on.

The Prince was delighted to have found her, and on a bright sunny day, he and Cinderel-

la were married. They lived happily ever after.

IV. Notes

1. There are many different versions of the tale of Cinderella, the most popular one was
written by French writer Charles Perrault, and the other famous one was written by
Brothers Grimm.

. stepsister, 3 (£F) Bhik,

. dismiss, fREL, R,

. scruffy, WCHEM

. pumpKkin,, (270N

- mystify, fEEK, HEAFAL,

- twinkle, [N, A%,

. sparkle B,

. glittering, [AIIN &G,

10. footman, H 1k,

11. glass slippers, 7K&HEE,

12. chiming, #ing,

13. duchess, Z/AEG,
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V. Comprehension of the text

1) He will probably choose one of you, but it will be such a hard choice to make.
2) The thought of such a thing.

3) Cinderella did her best to make the sisters look pretty, but it was an impossible task.

VI. Paraphrase the following words, phrases, terms and sentences

1) Off you go, but remember, the magic stops working at midnight.
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2) Cinderella had to work very hard, as all the other servants were dismissed.
3) A scruffy servant going to a ball, when only beautiful ladies are invited!

4) The Prince saw her, and had eyes for no one else for the rest of the evening.

5) Griselda tried the shoe, but her toes were far too long.
VII. Translation

1) "Now for the magic," she said. She waved her hands and the air began to twinkle and
sparkle. The pumpkin began to grow and change, until standing there was a glittering
coach.

2) Cinderella looked at herself. While the magic had been working on the pumpkin, it
had also been working on her. Instead of her ragged dress she wore a beautiful ball

gown, with glass slippers on her feet.
VIIl. Free Discussion

1) Is Cinderella the real name of this poor girl?
2) Why did the fairy godmother help Cinderella to go to the party?
3) Why did Cinderella leave the party at midnight?



