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From reading to

writing
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Nature and animals



Objectives

Nature provides not only humans but also animals with an indispensable living environment.
However, in today’s world, many species are becoming extinct or are threatened by the worsening
environment. Therefore, approaches have been adopted to protect endangered species so as to
create a harmonious home both for humans and animals on the planet. This unit will help you do
the following:

To learn about the relationship between man and nature.

To get to know about the threatening situation some wild species are faced with.

To understand the reasons for the decline of animal population and possible protections for the
extincting species.

Lead-in activities

Pair Work: Ask each other the following questions and share your opinions with others.

1. What do you think of the roles of animals in our life?

Life companion Intensive care Killed as food Trained as vehicle

2. Where do animals live and what do they feed on?

Panda Elephant Penguin . Kangaroo

3. What can we do to protect animals from extinction?

2 5, ¥

Whale massacre

Ice melting Leather production



Earth has lost half of its wildlife in the past 40 years

[1] The number of wild animals on Earth has halved in the past 40 years,
according to a new analysis. Creatures across land, rivers and the seas are being
decimated as humans kill them for food in unsustainable numbers, while polluting
or destroying their habitats, the research by scientists at WWF and the Zoological
Society of London found.

[2] “If half the animals died in London zoo next week it would be front page
news,” said Professor Ken Norris, ZSL’s director of science. “But that is happening
in the great outdoors. This damage is not inevitable but a consequence of the way
we choose to live.” He said nature, which provides food and clean water and air,
was essential for human wellbeing.

[3] “We have lost one half of the animal population and knowing this is
driven by human consumption, this is clearly a call to arms and we must act now,”
said Mike Barratt, director of science and policy at WWF. He said more of the
Earth must be protected from development and deforestation, while food and
energy had to be produced sustainably.

[4] The steep decline of animal, fish and bird numbers was calculated by
analysing 10,000 different populations, covering 3,000 species in total. This data
was then, for the first time, used to create a representative “Living Planet Index”
(LPI), reflecting the state of all 45,000 known vertebrates.

[5] “We have all heard of the FTSE 100 index, but we have missed the
ultimate indicator, the falling trend of species and ecosystems in the world,”
said Professor Jonathan Baillie, ZSL’s director of conservation. “If we get [our
response] right, we will have a safe and sustainable way of life for the future,” he
said.

[6] If not, he added, the overuse of resources would ultimately lead to
conflicts. He said the LPI was an extremely robust indicator and had been adopted
by UN’s internationally-agreed Convention on Biological Diversity as key insight



into biodiversity.

[7] A second index in the new Living Planet report calculates humanity’s
“ecological footprint”, ie the scale at which it is using up natural resources.
Currently, the global population is cutting down trees faster than they regrow,.
catching fish faster than the oceans can restock, pumping water from rivers and
aquifers faster than rainfall can replenish them and emitting more climate-warming
carbon dioxide than oceans and forests can absorb. The report concludes that
today’s average global rate of consumption would need 1.5 planet Earths to sustain
it. But four planets would be required to sustain US levels of consumption, or 2.5
Earths to match UK consumption levels.

[8] The fastest decline among the animal populations was found in
freshwater ecosystems, where numbers have plummeted by 75 percent since
1970. “Rivers are the bottom of the system,” said Dave Tickner, WWF’s chief
freshwater adviser. “Whatever happens on the land, it all ends up in the rivers.”
For example, he said, tens of billions of tonnes of effluent are dumped in the
Ganges in India every year.

[9] As well as pollution, dams and the increasing abstraction of water damage
freshwater systems. There are more than 45,000 major dams — 15m or higher
— around the world. “These slice rivers up into a thousand pieces,” Tickner said,
preventing the healthy flow of water. While population has risen fourfold in the
last century, water use has gone up sevenfold. “We are living thirstier and thirstier
lives,” he said.

[10] But while freshwater species such as the European eel and the
hellbender salamander in the US have crashed, recoveries have also been seen.
Otters were near extinct in England but thanks to conservation efforts now live in
every county.

[11] The number of animals living on the land has fallen by 40 percent since
1970. From forest elephants in central Africa, where poaching rates now exceed
birth rates, to the Hoolock gibbon in Bangladesh and European snakes like the
meadow and asp vipers, destruction of habitat has seen populations tumble. But
again intensive conservation effort can turn declines around, as has happened with
tigers in Nepal.

[12] Marine animal populations have also fallen by 40 percent overall, with
turtles suffering in particular. Hunting, the destruction of nesting grounds and
getting drowned in fishing nets have seen turtle numbers fall by 80 percent. Some
birds have been heavily affected too. The number of grey partridges in the UK
sank by 50 percent since 1970 due to the intensification of farming, while curlew
sandpipers in Australia lost 80 percent of their number in the 20 years to 2005.

[13] The biggest declines in animal numbers have been seen in low-income,
developing nations, while conservation efforts in rich nations have seen small
improvements overall. But the big declines in wildlife in rich nations had already
occurred long before the new report’s baseline year of 1970 — the last wolf in the
UK was shot in 1680.



[14] Also, by importing food and other goods produced via habitat destruction in developing
nations, rich nations are “outsourcing” wildlife decline to those countries, said Norris. For example,
a third of all the products of deforestation such as timber, beef and soya were exported to the EU
between 1990 and 2008.

[15] David Nussbaum, chief executive of WWF-UK said: “The scale of the destruction
highlighted in this report should be a wake-up call for us all. But 2015 — when the countries of
the world are due to come together to agree on a new global climate agreement, as well as a set of
sustainable development goals — presents us with a unique opportunity to reverse the trends.

[16] “We all — politicians, businesses and people — have an interest, and a responsibility, to
act to ensure we protect what we all value: a healthy future for both people and nature.”

New woras

halve /ha:v/ vi. reduce sth. by a half $--++-- b=E S

decimate /'destmert/ vi. destroy a large part of

sth. SEKXES; KHRE

habitat /'hebitzt/ n. the natural home of a plant or

animal #fi@1h; F4b

zoological Im’lnélykl/, adj. concerning the study
of animals and their classification and properties

;B

inevitable /in'evitabl/ adj. certain to happen and

impossible to avoid A ATBEGEH]

wellbeing /welbi:m/ n. a feeiingof being comfortable,
healthy, and happy f2FE; 3E¥8; &F

consumption /kon'samp|n/ n. the amount of energy,
oil, electricity etc. that is used JH%8; JH#E

steep /sti:p/ adj. having or being a slope at a high
angle BEUHEY; BIRHY

calculate /'kalkjulert/ vr. find out how much sth. will
cost by using numbers 8 ; f&it

representative /repri'’zentativ/ adj. typical of a particular
group or thing HEEy; HRRE

otter /'pta(r)/ n. small fish-eating river animal with four
webbed feet, a flat tail and thick brown fur 7K 3

extinct /1k'stigpkt]/ adj. lost or esp. having died
out RLH); HEMEY

poach /paut[/ vt. illegally catch animals on someone

else’s property ffi¥s; BN

exceed /1k'si:d/ v¢. be more than a particular number
oramount Bit; Bi#k; B

meadow /'medav/ n. a field where grass or alfalfa are
grown to be made into hay Eih; i

tumble /'tambl/ vi. fall down, decrease rapidly
Bl %e

intensive /in'tens1v/ adj. tending to give force or

emphasis fN5RKY; SEFUAY

turtle /'t3:tl/ n. a large reptile which has a thick shell
covering its body and which lives in the sea most of
the time S

sink /sink/ vi. fall or drop to a lower place or

level TBE, R

partridge /pa:trids/ n. a wild bird with brown feathers, a
round body, and a short tail  LL%8, 138



vertebrate ['v3:tibrot/ n. a living creature that has a

backbone EHHEZNH

ultimate /'Alttmat/ adj. being the last or concluding
element of a series FR/EHI; IR

indicator /'indikerta(r)/ n. a device for showing the
operating condition of some system 3&R#; 3EFR

robust /rou'bast/ adj. strong enough to withstand or
overcome intellectual challenges or adversity {&4t
B; WhFEHE

aquifer /'2kwifa(r)/ n. underground bed or layer
yielding ground water for wells and springs etc.

T HEKE

replenish /rx'plentf/ vz. fill sth. that had previously
been emptied #hFE; EFIEH

plummet /plamit/ vi. suddenly and quickly decrease

in value or amount FR#AELE; EEHET

effluent /efluont/ n. liquid waste, esp. chemicals or

sewage TAMEEZK; 5k

dump /damp/ vt. put sth. somewhere in a careless

untidy way fiifl; %

abstraction /&b'strek[n/ n. removing; taking

away *#; 8E; BN

fourfold /'f>:favld/ adj. by a factor of four PH{ZHY

eel /i:l/ n. a long thin fish that looks like a snake and
canbe eaten f#Efs; 886

hellbender salamander /'helbenda 's@lo,ma@nds/ n. a
species of giant salamander endemic to eastern North

America Jb3EXHEER

curlew sandpipers /'ka:lju:'s@nd,paipa/ n. small
wading birds having a slender bill and piping call;
closely related to the plovers HLES;

intensification /m.tenstfi'’ker/n/ n. action that makes sth.
become stronger or more extreme  #{ZU4K; 3R

conservation /konsa'ver/n/ n. the preservation
and careful management of the environment and of
natural resources {R7F; R

baseline /'berslain/ n. a value or starting point on
a scale with which other values can be compared

R&; EE
outsource /‘avtsa:s/ vi. obtain goods or services from

an outside supplier; contract work out #pMEL; SN

timber /'ttmba(r)/ n. wood that is used for building
houses and making furniture 7K#f; A#l

reverse /ri'v3:s/ vt. change to the contrary %%,
RN E

value /'veelju:/ vt. regard highly; think much of
K- EE, B, BH

slice /slars/ vt. cut sth. into slices VI F
destruction /dr'strak[n/ n. the act of destroying sth.,
or the state of being destroyed #{3F, B|X

marine /ma'riin/ adj. of or relating to the sea
wER

R4, HH|,

occur /a'k3:(r)/ vi. exist or be present

e

emit /i'm1t/ v. produce and send out by means of a
physical or chemical process £ H; #%

asp viper /®sp'vaipa/ n. a venomous viper species
found in southwestern Europe i



lead to

use up
go up

as well as

a call to arms
be driven by
turn ... around
in particular
get drowned
agree on
present ... with

due to

¥ roper names

cause, resultin - S5, 31

finish (a supply); consume completely F/&; A¥

move upward; increase in value or to a higher point  ##4¢, 7
and; as the same as  H; F:----- —¥

i ecnecgeat requitamb for doigsth. ” AHYES

be caused by; result from  F------BR{E, He-BE

make sth. completely different -+ 52 RE

especially RE, #5IHh; %%

die from being submerged in S WA

have the same opinion towards sth. &, Xf-----ER—
show ... to ...;display ... with ... [&----- 2 H---ee0
because of HF--eee-

Nepal: a small landlocked Asian country high in the Himalayas between India and China JE /K
Bangladesh: a Muslim republic in southern Asia bordered by India to the north and west and east and the
Bay of Bengal to the south; formerly part of India and then part of Pakistan; it achieved independence in

1971. #infitFnE

Notes

The source of the text: The Guardian

Tuesday, September 30, 2014

By: Damian Carrington
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/29/earth-lost-50-wildlife-in-40-years-wwf
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WWEF:

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is an international non-governmental organization founded
on April 29, 1961, and is working on issues regarding the conservation, research and restoration of the
environment. The group’s mission is “to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to
build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature”
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